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 Political Developments 

1. UN: Disbanding Inspector’s Service ‘Chilling Message’ to Other 

Bodies 

The United Nations Country Team in Georgia stated today that “lack of convincing 

justification for abolishing the State Inspector’s Service and the absence of 

compelling rationale for stripping the State Inspector of her six-year mandate 

sends a chilling message to independent institutions of human rights protection.” 

The UN mission particularly emphasized President Salome Zurabishvili’s decision 

on January 13 to sign the controversial law to dissolve the agency and establish 

two new bodies instead – Special Investigation Service and Personal Data 

Protection Service. The President had faced civil society calls to veto the legislation 

instead. 

“We are particularly concerned about the expedited manner and lack of inclusive 

and transparent discussions about the abolition of one of the most credible, 

independent and authoritative institutions in Georgia,” the UN Country Team 

highlighted. 

Besides, the UN Country team voiced concern that as the law envisages 

“substantial broadening” of the list of crimes falling under the Investigation 

Service’s mandate, “it entails a serious risk of overburdening the agency and 

distracting its team from fulfilling its primary mandate to combat impunity.” 

The statement also recalled 2015 recommendations by then-UN Special 

Rapporteur on torture, Juan E. Méndez, that an “unduly broad jurisdiction” could 

make the tasks of the State Inspector overly burdensome if offenses not pertaining 

to torture, cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment fall within its mandate (Civil.ge, 

January 14, 2022). 

2. Saakashvili Footage: Court Overturns State Inspector’s Decision 

Against Penitentiary 

The Tbilisi City Court on January 17 overturned the State Inspector’s decision that 

found the Special Penitentiary Service had violated Georgia’s data privacy law by 

releasing information and several controversial footages of jailed ex-President 

Mikheil Saakashvili surrounding his hunger strike and forced transfer to the 

prison clinic. 

The Court argued that the Penitentiary Service had released the materials 

containing Saakashvili’s personal data with a legitimate purpose, to ensure the 

protection of state and public safety. 

In a similar ruling, the Court on January 11 also overturned the State Inspector’s 

decision against the Justice Ministry, for airing some of the same footages. 

The Court rulings come after the Georgian Dream lawmakers on December 30 

hastily pushed through legislation to dissolve the State Inspector’s Service 

starting March and establish separate bodies for probing abuse of power by law 

enforcement and protection of personal data. 

The State Inspector’s Service had found the Justice Ministry and the Special 

Penitentiary Service of having released the footage in violation of the law earlier 
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in December. It had fined the Ministry GEL 500 (USD 162) and the Penitentiary GEL 

2,000 (USD 650) (Civil.ge, January 17, 2022). 

3. Public Defender’s council of doctors to present conclusions on 

Mikheil Saakashvili’s health condition 

According to the Public Defender, Nino Lomjaria, the council of doctors of the 

Public Defender will present conclusions on the health condition and medical 

care of the third President Mikheil Saakashvili in the coming days. 

As Lomjaria told reporters, the document will address health issues as well as legal 

issues (Ipn.ge, January 17, 2022). 

4. Irakli Kobakhidze summarizes 2021 

Irakli Kobakhidze, the chairman of the Georgian Dream party, has summed up 

2021. As Kobakhidze writes on the social network, the artificial political crisis in 

the country ended within a year, and the ruling team is united as never before. 

"Yesterday, January 16, it was exactly one year since I became the chairman of 

the Georgian Dream. One year later, we have the following results: 

The artificial political crisis is over, we have convincingly won the local self-

government elections and the Georgian Dream has gained even more legitimacy; 

The country has a worthy Prime Minister, a worthy Speaker of Parliament, a 

worthy Mayor of the capital and a ruling team is united as never before; 

The radical opposition, whose leader is serving a well-deserved sentence, has 

become extremely weak and no longer has the ability to threaten the strength of 

the state; 

The ruling team protects national interests, state and parliamentary sovereignty, 

the government has ensured double-digit economic growth. 

I am glad that I contributed to these results from the position of the party 

chairman," Kobakhidze wrote on his Facebook page (Ipn.ge, January 17, 2022). 

5. UNM Continues to Reorganize 

The United National Movement, Georgia’s largest opposition party, has 

continued its internal reorganization, establishing today a 13-member 

secretariat. 

The members of the secretariat are as follows: 

 General Secretary – Petre Tsiskarishvili 

 Deputy General Secretary, Administrative Issues Secretary – Zura 

Melikishvili 

 Political Secretary – Akaki Minashvili 

 Foreign Affairs Secretary – Tinatin Bokuchava 

 Analytical Affairs Secretary – Giorgi Targamadze 

 Strategic Development and Reforms Secretary – Ana Gogoladze 

 Regional Secretary – Giorgi Botkoveli 

 Organizational Secretary – Bacho Dolidze 

 Legal and Electoral Issues Secretary – Levan Bezhashvili 

 Anti-Corruption Issues Secretary – Levan Khabeishvili 

 PR and Communications Secretary – Dimitri Chikovani 

 Media Relations Secretary – Giorgi Pataraia 

 Strategic Communications Secretary – Nika Oboladze (Civil.ge, January 18, 

2022) 

6. US Ambassador Degnan: Georgia needs experience of 'impartial 

professionals' like State Inspector 
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US Ambassador to Georgia Kelly Degnan has said that she shares Georgian 

President Salome Zurabishvili's concerns about a bill to replace the State 

Inspector's Service with two new agencies, noting that Georgia needs the 

experience of 'impartial professionals' like the State Inspector. 

President Zurabishvili approved a bill proposed by the ruling party MPs to 

replace the State Inspector's Service on January 13 as it had 'no legal objections.' 

However, she pointed out that the amendments were passed in an expedited 

manner, saying that she found it 'unacceptable.' (Agenda.ge, January 18, 2022) 

7. Public Defender, medical expert team halt visiting Mikheil Saakashvili 

following no significant changes in treatment 

Public Defender Nino Lomjaria and the team of medical experts on Wednesday 

presented the final report regarding jailed ex-President Mikheil Saakashvili’s 

health condition. 

Lomjaria said her team visited Saakashvili three times after he ended the hunger 

strike. She said the team would no longer visit the ex-President as “these three 

visits (on November 23, December 12, January 11) revealed no significant 

changes in treatment methodology.” 

“The patient is undergoing medical treatment, however, our recommendations 

issued in November for psychological and physical rehabilitation, are still 

unfulfilled,” she stressed (1TV, January 19, 2022). 

 COVID-19 

8. Georgia Reduces COVID-19 Self-Isolation Periods 

The self-isolation period for COVID-infected persons and their contacts will be 

reduced from January 17 onward, Deputy Health Minister Tamar Gabunia said 

today.  

For patients who are infected but asymptomatic, or with mild symptoms, the 

Ministry has recommended discontinuing isolation in 8 days, provided symptoms 

have disappeared for at least the past 24 hours. 

People with moderate to severe infection should self-isolate for at least 10 days. 

Before leaving isolation, however, drastic improvements in the health condition 

over the last 24 hours should be recorded. 

The recovered patients are strongly recommended to wear face masks for five days 

after ending self-isolation (Civil.ge, January 14, 2021). 

9. Georgian Health Ministry creates new portal for coronavirus-infected 

patients 

The Georgian Health Ministry has created a new portal, https://er.moh.gov.ge/, 

which allows Georgian citizens to register their COVID-19 status online. 

The new portal was developed by the Public Security Management Centre 112 of 

the Interior Ministry and the Ministry of Health. 

The Health Ministry says that newly-infected individuals are able to register their 

status on er.moh.gov.ge, instead of telephone consultation at Georgia’s 112 

emergency hotline (Agenda.ge, January 14, 2021). 

 Economy and Social Affairs 

10. Foreign Trade Up by 25.6% in 2021 

Georgia’s foreign trade turnover increased by 25.6% year-over-year in 2021, 

equaling USD 14.3 billion, according to express data released by the National 

Statistics Office (Geostat) on January 14. 
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Exports from Georgia increased by 26.9% annually to USD 4.2 billion, while imports 

rose by 25.1% to USD 10.1 billion. Meanwhile, the trade deficit was USD 5.8 billion, 

40.7% of total turnover. Georgia’s trade turnover had decreased by 14.8% in 2020 

compared to 2019. (Civil.ge, January 14, 2022) 

11. About 400 Social Service Agency Employees to Strike 

About 400 employees of the Social Service Agency in 31 cities and municipalities 

across Georgia will go on strike starting this Monday, unless their demands for 

higher salaries and better working conditions are met.  

After some four-month-long failed negotiations with the Agency and the Ministry 

of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labor, Health and 

Social Affairs, the employees filed today an official notice about the strike. 

The Solidarity Network, an independent labor union that assists the employees, on 

January 13 unveiled a list of nine demands of the workers, including 100% raises 

in the monthly salaries of social agents and senior social agents as well as the 

specialists and senior and chief specialists. 

The base monthly salary of social agents and senior social agents amounts to GEL 

250 (USD 80) and GEL 550 (USD 180), respectively. Besides, social agents earn per 

examined case a commission of GEL 6 (USD 1.95), an amount they also demand to 

be doubled (Civil.ge, January 14, 2022). 

12. Social Service Workers on Strike, Reject Salary Proposal 

About 400 employees of Social Service Agency went on strike across Georgia 

today, rejecting their employer’s decision late on January 16 to increase salaries 

starting February. 

The agency said social agents would receive 60% raises, while other 1000 entry- 

to mid-level employees would get pay increases of 40%-60%. The agency 

explained that the hike in remuneration would affect both components making 

up a social agent’s salary – base pay and commissions per examined case.  

According to the agency, after the increase, base pay for social agents would 

amount to GEL 400 (USD 130), instead of GEL 250 (USD 81), while senior social 

agents would receive GEL 700 (USD 227) instead of GEL 550 (USD 178). Per 

examined case, the social agents would receive GEL 10 (USD 3.2) instead of GEL 6 

(USD 1.9) (Civil.ge, January 17, 2022). 

13. Health minister: Social Service Agency proposal for pay rise for 

striking workers “adequate” 

The Minister of Health of Georgia Zurab Azarashvili has responded to an 

ongoing strike by 390 social service workers by saying a plan by the Social 

Service Agency, the public body employing the group, to increase their salaries 

starting next month is “adequate”. 

Azarashvili said the agency’s plan to increase both the fixed wage and per-case 

bonus of social workers starting in February was modelled to be reflective of 

their workload, adding the pay increase amounted to as much as 60 percent in 

some cases. 

The social workers - who went on strike on Monday - have so far refused offers 

from the agency, instead demanding a 100 percent increase in pay. 

Davit Omsarashvili, a lawyer from the Solidarity Network union, said the offered 

pay rise was not enough, while the union has also made comparisons with a 

more substantial offer made in November, declaring the striking professionals 

would not accept a “worse version” of the former proposal. 
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Announcing their intention of launching the strike last week, the workers started 

the action on Monday, a day after the Social Service Agency announced the pay 

rise plans starting in February (Agenda.ge, January 17, 2022). 

14. Man, Displaced from Abkhazia, Jumps to Death in Protest 

52-year-old Zurab Chichoshvili, displaced from Russian-occupied Abkhazia, 

jumped to his death yesterday, in protest of the dragged-out relocation of over 

120 families from the run-down building of the former sanatorium “Kartli” in the 

capital city of Tbilisi, according to eyewitness accounts. 

The internally displaced persons have demanded resettlement for years, with 

active protests sparking in December after a ceiling in one of the entrances of 

the Soviet-era former sanatorium collapsed. 

Chichoshvili, himself a resident of the settlement, had according to his neighbors 

thought his death could have helped with the others’ relocation process. 

The Interior Ministry confirmed to Civil.ge that it has launched an investigation 

under Article 115 of the Criminal Code of Georgia, involving incitement to 

commit suicide.  

In a press conference today, the newly appointed Minister of IDPs from the 

Occupied Territories, Labor, Health and Social Affairs, Zurab Azarashvili urged the 

public not to relate the man’s death to the problems of the IDPs and wait for the 

results of the probe (Civil.ge, January 17, 2022). 

15. Health Ministry responds to death of IDP in Kartli sanatorium 

Minister of Health Zurab Azarashvili has expressed his condolences following 

yesterday’s incident at the former Kartli sanatorium when IDP Zurab Chichoshvili 

jumped out of his apartment in the building and died yesterday. 

“I express condolences to the family of the deceased, this is a terrible incident. 

From the first day of my appointment, consultations have been ongoing. We 

have a specific vision and plan on how to provide 13,000 families with housing. 

Periodically, the IDPs are notified about the status of the process,” said Minister 

Azarashvili. 

Due to the difficult living conditions in the sanatorium, the IDPs residing there 

have demanded they be given new housing. 

Azarashvili says Deputy Health Minister Ilia Gudushauri is working to address the 

issues faced by residents of the Kartli sanatorium. He is familiar with the situation 

and has met with IDPs and introduced IDPs residing in the building to the 

ministry’s action plan. 

“One of the priorities of the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the 

Occupied Territories, Labor, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia is to take care of 

IDPs and improve their social conditions. 

According to the decision of the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the 

Occupied Territories, Labor, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, “the IDPs living 

in the former sanatorium Kartli will receive new housing unconditionally in 2022”, 

reads the statement (Agenda.ge, January 17, 2021). 

16. Public Defender calls Agency for IDPs to issue administrative promise 

to provide families with rents before provision of long-term housing 

The Public Defender expresses her condolences over the suicide of an IDP living 

in the building of former sanatorium Kartli in the Tbilisi Sea settlement and offers 

her sympathy to the family members and relatives of the deceased. 
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The Public Defender once again calls on the Agency for IDPs, Eco-Migrants and 

Livelihoods to prioritize the resettlement of IDPs living in the unsustainable 

facilities in order to avoid dire consequences 

According to her, it is unfortunate that many internally displaced families still have 

to live in unsafe conditions (Ipn.ge, January 17, 2022). 

17. National Movement demands resignation of Minister of Health of 

Georgia and Minister of IDPs of Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia 

The United National Movement demands the resignation of the Minister of 

Health of Georgia and the Minister of Internally Displaced Persons of the 

Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia. 

The above is stated in the statement issued by the United National Movement in 

connection with the death of an IDP living in former sanatorium Kartli building. 

According to the information spread by the party, the state of Georgia mocked a 

person on behalf of specific officials and made him take his life away. 

The party demands maximum openness of the case and notes that the initiated 

criminal case should not be a formality and the Prosecutor's Office should publish 

the results of the investigation as soon as possible (Ipn.ge, January 17, 2022). 

18. Georgia Allows Parallel Drug Imports from Turkey 

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili announced today that companies 

would be allowed to import, without further national authorization, all 

pharmaceutical products approved by Turkey. PM Garibashvili hopes the decision 

would significantly reduce rising drug prices.  

Until now, Georgia’s list of countries, introduced in 2009, recognized regulatory 

pharmacy authorities of the EU and multiple other European states, the U.S., 

Australia, New Zealand, Japan, and South Korea. 

Skeptics of the decision, among them Irakli Margvelashvili, Director of the 

Association of Representatives of Pharmaceutical Companies, questioned with 

Netgazeti online news outlet if the benefits of parallel imports from Turkey 

outweighed accompanied risks. 

Margvelashvili argued that Turkey fails to meet international standards for 

examining drug quality and that the circulation of counterfeit medicines is much 

higher there than in any other country from where Georgia previously allowed 

parallel imports. 

Kakhaber Jakeli, professor at the Black Sea University, has also argued with local 

media that medicines from Turkey would not eradicate Georgia’s problem of 

expensive drugs, as the primary cause of the problem lies with monopolies 

reigning over the market and reducing competition (Civil.ge, January 17, 2022). 

19. PM: gov't to subsidise electricity bills for about 1 million citizens 

The Georgian government will subsidise electricity bill costs for about one million 

socially underprivileged citizens, Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili announced on 

Monday. 

Designed to aid the economically "most underprivileged" parts of the public, the 

programme will run throughout the year 2022, the head of the government said. 

The initiative is a continuation of the social relief package drawn up and 

maintained by the government between the start of the pandemic in the early 

2020 and the end of 2021. 
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Garibashvili said his government had decided to continue the programme of the 

subsidies, targeting the individuals at or below the 150,000 social score threshold 

used to assess their material conditions (Agenda.ge, January 17, 2022). 

20. Int’l finance hubs to be built in Tbilisi, Gonio 

The Georgian government is planning to launch International finance hubs in the 

country’s capital Tbilisi and the Black Sea coastline town of Gonio, economy 

minister Natia Turnava said on Monday. 

Turnava said the government project for the creation of the financial centres 

would offer an opportunity for international companies to register in Georgia 

and relocate their activities in these zones. 

“For the economy, financial zones mean foreign direct investment. Not only 

foreign, but also local, because such zones are preceded by active development 

in the area. In addition, the special regime for fiscal, regulatory, high-class office 

or residential areas should be built in financial centre zones, which will be 

additional investments”, Turnava said. 

The economy minister also mentioned job creation among advantages of 

creating the international zones, noting the hubs would require significant staff 

in areas such as accounting, auditing and IT technologies. 

Responding to the new initiative, Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili said 

the development of the special hubs would significantly contribute to promotion 

of the country as having a developed financial infrastructure in the region and the 

world (Agenda.ge, January 17, 2022). 

21. December 2021: money transfers to Georgia up 14.9% 

Georgia has received 229.5 million USD from abroad in December 2021, which is 

14.9% more than the amount received in December 2020, the National Bank of 

Georgia (NBG) reports. 

The largest remittance senders were Russia (39.70 million USD), Italy (37.88 million 

USD) and the United States (26.65 million USD) (Agenda.ge, January 17, 2022). 

22. Georgia exports 107 mln bottles of wine in 2021, record high in 9 

years 

Georgia exported about 107 million bottles of wine to 62 countries in 2021, 

marking a record high over the last nine years, the government revealed on 

Monday. 

Sales of Georgian wine abroad generated $250 million last year, with a total of 

441 companies exporting the product to various countries, data released to 

summarise an increase in exports showed. The figure contrasts with as few as 100 

companies selling wine abroad in 2012. 

“Wine exports have increased by 360 per cent compared to year 2012. Georgia 

generated $250 million in 2021, while the revenue from wine exports was $71 

million in 2012,” Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili said at a governmental meeting 

today. 

Total export sales of alcoholic beverages reached $400 million in 2021, with the 

overall figure showing an 18 percent increase compared to 2020 and 142 percent 

more than the related number ($163 million) in 2012 (Agenda.ge, January 17, 

2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

23. Civil activist Katsarava: Russian occupation forces involved in 

‘borderisation’ in Gori municipality 



8 
 

Russian occupation forces in central Georgia’s Gori Municipality have been 

observed in ‘borderisation’ activities, anti-occupation activist David Katsarava 

said on social media on Wednesday. 

Katsarava, member of the Power is in Unity activist movement, said so-called 

border guards from the occupation forces had been seen making fresh “border” 

markings in the municipality’s village of Kirbali. In a Facebook post, Katsarava 

said the individuals had used white ribbons  to make the markings on trees and 

bushes in the area. 

The reports have been made along with a video posted by the movement on 

Facebook. The footage allegedly shows armed men crossing a section adjacent 

to the Administrative Boundary Line separating the Georgian-controlled territory 

from the occupied Tskhinvali (South Ossetia) region in the village. 

The observed individuals were reportedly seen crossing a local cemetery during 

their actions, with locals telling Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s Georgian service 

they believed the occupation forces intended to erect illegal barbed wire fences 

denoting a new location of the “border” (Agenda.ge, January 19, 2022). 

Security & Foreign Policy 
24. Georgian Defense Forces Chief Visits NATO HQ 

Chief of the Georgian Defense Forces, Major General Giorgi Matiashvili on January 

12-13 attended the NATO Military Committee meeting in Brussels, alongside 30 

Allied Chiefs of Defense and his Ukrainian counterpart. 

At the NATO-Georgia Commission meeting, the Committee’s special session with 

Georgia, the parties discussed on January 13 the security environment in the 

country and in the broader region, as well as Georgia’s ongoing progress with 

defense-related reforms. 

The sides paid particular attention to Russia’s increasing military provocations and 

growing militarization in the Caucasus and the Black Sea region, the Georgian 

Defense Ministry said in a press release.  

According to Major General Matiashvili, the defense officials also discussed 

initiatives implemented within the frames of the Substantial NATO-Georgia 

Package (SNGP), the upcoming NATO-Georgia joint exercise in 2022 and long-

term efforts that could deepen the partnership between the Alliance and Georgia 

(Civil.ge, January 14, 2022). 

25. Lavrov Hopes Baku, Ankara, Yerevan Can Convince Tbilisi on Joining 

3+3 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said during today’s press conference that 

joining the so-called 3+3 platform would not oblige Tbilisi to change its political 

positions, Russian news agency TASS reported. 

Noting that Moscow has no diplomatic relations with Tbilisi, thus lacking an 

opportunity to explain “the advantages” of the platform to Tbilisi, the top Russian 

diplomat said “we asked our Turkish friends, our Azerbaijani friends and Armenia 

to explain to our Georgian neighbors the benefits for them and for all of us of 

joining this format.” 

“We can agree that we discuss in this format only topics that are of interest to all 

participants,” the Russian Foreign Minister asserted. 

While recalling that Tbilisi and Moscow are interacting via Geneva International 

Discussions, as well as through Abashidze-Karasin format, Mr. Lavrov stressed: “But 

in my opinion, the processes, started in the “3+3″ format, are much more 



9 
 

significant, since this format discusses the prospects of development of this entire 

region.” 

According to the chief Russian diplomat, now that Armenia and Azerbaijan have 

signed accords to end hostilities, develop trade and economic relations and 

unblock all routes in the region, “this opens up opportunities in which Turkey, 

Russia, Iran, and Georgia are also interested, I am convinced.” (Civil.ge, January 14, 

2021) 

26. U.S. Assistant State Secretary, Georgian FM Hold Phone Talk 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs, Karen Donfried 

and Georgian Vice Prime Minister, Foreign Minister David Zalkaliani held a phone 

conversation today, discussing among others this week’s U.S.-Russia high-level 

talks on “security guarantees” demanded by Moscow. 

In his remarks after the talk, the top Georgian diplomat said the discussion with 

the U.S. official once again showed that Washington and Tbilisi have “identical” 

perceptions of the ongoing processes, “which underlines the depth and strength 

of our partnership.” 

“Both Georgia and our partners find Russia’s attempts to divide Europe and 

legitimize its spheres of influence through threats of [the use of] force and this 

aggressive rhetoric absolutely unacceptable,” noted Foreign Minister Zalkaliani. 

The Georgian Minister accused Moscow of a “deliberate attempt to destroy 

European security architecture” by aggression, the occupation and annexation of 

the territories of sovereign nations, as well as constant neglect of its international 

obligations (Civil.ge, January 14, 2021). 

27. US Ambassador Degnan: Georgia is 'valued partner' of NATO, US 

S Ambassador to Georgia Kelly Degnan has said that Georgia is a 'valued partner' 

of NATO and the United States following consultations regarding Russia's 

'aggressive actions' with Georgian Foreign Minister David Zalkaliani and US 

Assistant Secretary Karen Donfried yesterday evening. 

Ambassador Degnan reaffirmed that each country has a 'sovereign right' to 

choose their political and economic allies. 

“We will not negotiate about Europe, without Europe. We will not negotiate about 

NATO, without NATO, and we will not negotiate about Georgia, without Georgia,” 

- she asserted (Agenda.ge, January 15, 2021). 

28. Georgia condemns cyber-attacks against Ukraine 

The Georgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has stated that Georgia 'strongly 

condemns' cyber attacks against the Ukrainian government websites, expressing 

solidarity with the Ukrainian MFA. 

Cyber attacks against the Ukrainian government websites were carried out on 

January 14. The hackers left threatening messages on targeted websites 

(Agenda.ge, January 16, 2021). 

29. Jens Stoltenberg: Russia has earlier used military force against its 

neighbors, Georgia, Ukraine and others, so the threat is real 

"Russia has earlier used military force against its neighbors, Georgia, Ukraine and 

others, so the threat is real and engaging in dialogue is important in finding a 

political solution," NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg told CBS. 

He said the alliance should be prepared for Russia to possibly use force again. 
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"At the same time, we must be prepared as Russia may use force again. We must 

send a clear message that if Russia does so, it will have severe economic and 

political consequences. 

"We need to understand that Russia is aggressor, Russia has occupied Crimea, 

they support separatists in Donbas, eastern Ukraine and carry out cyber attacks 

against Ukraine," Stoltenberg said (Ipn.ge, January 17, 2022). 

30. Davit Zalkaliani: Our NATO allies very clearly told Russia that there 

will be no revision of the decision of the Bucharest Summit 

“Our NATO partners pay special attention to our country and decisions regarding 

Georgia will not be made without Georgia. Both the US Deputy Secretary of State 

and the Deputy Secretary General of NATO confirmed this during telephone 

conversations, and I am confident that the same will be confirmed at today's 

meeting with the Ambassadors. Of course, it is very interesting to hear from them, 

directly from the first source, what was discussed at the NATO-Russia Commission 

meeting, but the content of the conversations I had with NATO officials give me 

reason to say that our NATO allies very clearly told Russia that there will be no 

revision of the decision of the Bucharest Summit, that there can be no talk of 

spheres of influence at all, and that the issue of NATO enlargement is up to NATO 

and the country that wants to join NATO," said David Zalkaliani (Ipn.ge, January 

17, 2022). 

31. Georgian Defense Forces Chief Hosts Polish Counterpart 

Chief of the Georgian Defense Forces, Major General Giorgi Matiashvili has 

hosted his Polish counterpart General Rajmund Andrzejczak to a meeting today, 

discussing regional security challenges and bilateral defense cooperation. 

The Georgian Defense official informed the Chief of General Staff of the Polish 

Armed Forces of defense-related reforms and military transformation, the 

Georgian Defense Ministry stated. 

According to the same report, the two touched upon Poland’s support in the 

implementation of the Substantial NATO-Georgia Package, including in 

strengthening the capacities of Georgia’s military police and special forces. 

General Andrzejczak, on his first official visit to Georgia, underlined after the 

meeting that transforming and modernizing Georgian armed forces is 

“absolutely critical,” pledging Poland’s support in the efforts. 

The General Staff of the Polish Armed Forces reported that the two officials also 

discussed increasing Georgia’s capacities in the fields of cybersecurity and air 

defense (Civil.ge, January 18, 2022). 

32. Georgian FM Visits NATO HQ 

Georgian Deputy Prime Minister, Foreign Minister David Zalkaliani is visiting 

Brussels on January 17-18, where he has already met with NATO Secretary-

General Jens Stoltenberg and Permanent Representatives of Allied States. 

The trip comes nearly a week after the NATO-Russia Council meeting in Brussels, 

where Moscow had sought “security guarantees” and halting the alliance’s open-

door policy. 

“All our expectations were met,” FM Zalkaliani stressed on January 17 after the 

talks with the NATO Secretary-General. While the Alliance is ready to continue 

talks with Russia, the top Georgian diplomat noted NATO has made it clear it 

would not make any concessions on the “red lines that run through Georgia’s 

territorial integrity and Euro-Atlantic integration.” 
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Referring to the 2008 Bucharest Summit declaration that Georgia and Ukraine 

will eventually become its members, FM Zalkaliani said he was once again 

reassured that the Alliance would not revisit its decisions and commitment to a 

state’s sovereign right to choose its own security alliances.  

“Once again, I received guarantees that the Open Door Policy will be one of the 

main directions on the agenda of the [June 29-30] Madrid Summit,” the top 

diplomat added (Civil.ge, January 22, 2022). 

33. EU Ambassador Hartzell: we support Georgia's right to choose with 

whom to cooperate 

EU Ambassador to Georgia Carl Hartzell has reaffirmed the EU's support for 

Georgia's sovereignty and territorial integrity, saying that Georgia has a right to 

choose with whom to cooperate. 

Ambassador Hartzell noted that if Russia attempts destabilisation or military 

intervention in the region, the EU will impose a 'severe cost.' 

The ambassador expressed his hope that the current 'tense situation' will be 

resolved soon. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry put forward two proposals on ‘security guarantees’ 

between Russia, the US and NATO on December 17, which include restrictions on 

troop, ship, and aircraft deployments for both NATO and Russia, as well limits to 

the deployment of intermediate and short-range missiles abroad. 

On December 10, Russia released a statement demanding NATO member states 

rescind the 2008 Bucharest Summit declaration supporting Georgia and Ukraine's 

goal of becoming members of the alliance (Civil.ge, January 18, 2022). 

34. US DoS: Ukraine, Georgia have right to choose best futures for their 

people 

Ukraine, Georgia and other states in Europe “have the right to choose the best 

futures for their people, including an aspiration to join the Euro-Atlantic 

community and NATO,” the United States Department of State has said ahead of 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s visit to Ukraine. 

The statement recalls Russian invasions of Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova - three 

of its neighbouring countries - declaring the US and NATO “will be raising the 

issues with Russia in the days and weeks ahead.” 

Over the past three decades, Russia interfered in elections, used chemical 

weapons to attempt assassinations both on foreign soil and domestically and 

violated international arms control agreements,” the statement reads.  

US Sec of State Blinken: President Putin’s goal of exerting influence on post-

Soviet countries unacceptable 

The Department of State has also reiterated the US’s commitment to a diplomatic 

resolution of the aforementioned issues with Russia (Agenda.ge, January 19, 2022). 

 


