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 Political Developments 

1. Tbilisi protest alleges "Bolshevik purges" in Fine Arts Museum 

layoffs, calls for resignation of culture minister 

A group of citizens and culture field professionals gathered outside the Ministry 

of Culture, Sport and Youth of Georgia on Friday to demand resignation of minister 

Thea Tsulukiani and end to "Bolshevik purges" at culture institutions, following 

layoffs from the Shalva Amiranashvili Museum of Fine Arts and a recent spat 

between the ministry and the Literature Museum over a newly published poetry 

collection. 

In the protest event attended by activists, members of some political opposition 

parties, former employees of the Fine Arts Museum and lawyers representing their 

interests, the participants alleged "retribution" from the ministry in laoyffs, as part 

of a reorganisation of the structure that reduced the number of employees by 

nearly 30. 

The layoffs included high-level professionals like Nana Burtchuladze, Principal 

Curator of the Medieval Section; Nino Khundadze, Guardian of the Georgian Art 

Fonds, and curator Nino Chikhladze. 

The three individuals have alleged bias from the culture ministry, stemming from 

the professionals' critical opinions on the ongoing plans regarding the 

safeguarding of Fine Arts Museum collections, as part of the ministry's plans for 

rehabilitation and renovation of the venue (Agenda.ge, January 21, 2022). 

2. Presidential administration submits candidates for election 

commission to parliament 

The Administration of the President of Georgia submitted its list of candidates for 

the positions of the Central Election Commission (CEC) head and members to the 

parliament earlier today. 

The proposed CEC chairs are acting commission head Giorgi Kalandarishvili and 

executive director of Civil Platform 20/20 Tengiz Tevzadze. 

Four candidates - Kristine Kajaia, Levan Isakadze, Maia Zaridze and Gia Tsatsashvili 

- have been proposed for the two vacant CEC member posts (Agenda.ge, January 

21, 2022). 

3. Social workers end strike, reach deal with employer 

Georgian social workers have ended their strike after reaching an agreement with 

the Social Service Agency of the Ministry of Health to increase salaries and provide 

transportation. 

Professional union Solidarity Network reported that social workers' salaries will 

increase by 40-60%, they will be provided with transportation, and their parental 

leaves will be fully paid. 

“This is just a beginning, our collective battle goes on!” - they wrote. 

A total of 390 Social Service Agency employees went on a strike demanding salary 

increase on January 17 (Agenda.ge, January 22, 2022). 

4. Two Policemen Detained over Attack on Deaf Minor 
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13. MEPs Cancel Tbilisi Visit 

as Georgian Speaker 

“Didn’t Find Time to 

Engage” 

14. Georgian Speaker Wants 

to Meet New EP 

President Before Jean 

Monnet Talks 

15. German Navy Chief 

Resigns Over 

Controversial Remarks 

16. Georgian civil activists, 

politicians hold solidarity 

rally for Ukraine 

17. Georgian, Ukrainian FMs 

discuss “common 

challenges” related to 

occupation 

18. 18. US Ambassador 

Degnan marks 30th 

anniversary of diplomatic 

relations with Georgia 

he State Inspector’s Service announced today that two policemen have been 

detained over the attack on a 17-year-old deaf adolescent at the Isani subway 

station in Tbilisi. 

The agency said one of the cops stands accused of humiliation or inhuman 

treatment by an official or a person holding an equivalent position, by abusing the 

official position and knowingly by the offender against a minor, a person arrested 

or otherwise deprived of freedom or a helpless person. 

The crime, under Article 144.3 (2a, 2b, 2g) of the Criminal Code is punishable by a 

prison term of five to ten years, and possibly with deprivation of the right to hold 

any office or carry out activities for up to five years and with restriction of the rights 

to carry weapons. 

The other policeman, who according to footage aired by local media stood by and 

watched while the attack took place, is accused of abuse of official powers. 

The offense, under Article 332 (1) of the Criminal Code is punishable by a fine, 

house arrest for six months to two years, or by imprisonment for up to three years, 

with deprivation of the right to hold an office or to carry out activities for up to 

three years (Civil.ge, January 24, 2022). 

5. Georgia’s Score Declines in 2021 Corruption Perception Index 

Georgia’s standing in the Transparency International’s 2021 Corruption 

Perceptions Index declined by one point, as the watchdog said the ruling Georgian 

Dream party has “in recent years solidified its grasp on the judiciary and law 

enforcement bodies, effectively killing the political momentum needed to fight 

corruption.” 

In the 2021 CPI, published today, Georgia is ranked 45th among 180 countries with 

a score of 55 (on a scale where 0 is the worst and 100 is the best result), sharing 

its place with Botswana, Dominica, and Fiji. 

While Georgia tops the list of countries in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, the 

area is the second lowest performing region on the index with an average score 

of 36 out of 100. 

The global watchdog sounded a warning over the concentration of power in 

Georgia, stressing that the influence of GD founder billionaire Bidzina Ivanishvili 

over key institutions in the country “meets the definition” of state capture (Civil.ge, 

January 25, 2022). 

6. Outgoing Inspector Appeals Law Abolishing State Inspector’s Service 

in Constitutional Court 

Outgoing State Inspector Londa Toloraia announced today she has lodged an 

appeal at Georgia’s Constitutional Court to challenge the Georgian Dream party’s 

hastily-adopted legislation abolishing the State Inspector’s Service. 

Toloraia argued the move alongside terminating the State Inspector’s authority 

before her six-year term was up and kicking off the selection for the chiefs of two 

new bodies, Special Investigation Service and Personal Data Protection Service, 

contravened Article 25 of Georgia’s Constitution – the right to hold public office. 

The outgoing Inspector said she also demanded from the Constitutional Court to 

suspend the enforcement of the controversial provisions before a final ruling in 

the case. 

According to the legislation, adopted on December 30, 2021, the State Inspector’s 

Service will be abolished from March 2022 and the new agencies will be formed 

instead (Civil.ge, January 25, 2022). 
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7. PACE Resolution on LGBT Rights in South Caucasus 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) has adopted today a 

resolution on alleged violations of the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 

and intersex (LGBTI) people in the Southern Caucasus, underlining that “a country’s 

cultural and religious traditions cannot be used to justify discrimination based on 

sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, and sexual characteristics.” 

The resolution raised concerns about the situation of LGBTI people in Armenia, 

Azerbaijan and Georgia and took notice of “many infringements” of their human 

rights that have been alleged or confirmed.  

PACE underlined that pro-LGBTI demonstrations, “such as Gay Pride marches, do 

not constitute an infringement of, or restriction on, the rights of persons who 

disagree with them.” 

“Each signatory State to the European Convention on Human Rights has an 

obligation to guarantee the enjoyment of fundamental rights, finding how best to 

prevent conflicts between them,” the Assembly stressed (Civil.ge, January 25, 

2022). 

 COVID-19 

8. Record COVID Cases in Georgia as Omicron Runs Rampant 

The daily rate of reported cases of COVID-19, led by the Omicron variant, has 

continued to surge in Georgia with a record of 15,762 new infections registered 

today, all the while the health officials expect the number to soar further in the 

next two weeks. 

Chief of National Center for Disease Control, Amiran Gamkrelidze said in a press 

briefing today that about 90% of the new infections are estimated to be the 

Omicron variant. Also, he argued that considering the high daily rate of positivity 

– 21.24% – Georgia should estimate that it has about three or four times the COVID 

cases that get reported. 

According to Gamkrelidze, Georgia has confirmed both of the existing lineages of 

the Omicron variant – the orginal mutation and its sister variant. He argued the 

surge could be attributed to the latter, which transmits the virus even faster, but is 

less severe. 

“The key message should be that if you are beginning to experience symptoms of 

a respiratory infection… cough, headache, runny nose, sore throat and increased 

temperature it is not necessary to get tested at several facilities for confirmation… 

you should assume that it is Omicron and stay home,” the NCDC official stated. 

Gamkrelidze said they proposed to the Interagency Coordination Council, tasked 

with managing the coronavirus in the country, to temporarily halt testing for 

asymptomatic individuals except for the medical personnel from February, 

presumably not to overburden the testing centers (Civil.ge, January 25, 2022). 

9. NCDC head: COVID patients without test results under doctor 

supervision to receive COVID ‘green status’ 

Georgian citizens who were tested for the coronavirus until December 1, 2021 but 

unable to register their status in the database of the National Centre for Disease 

Control “for various reasons” will receive the COVID ‘green status’, Head of the 

National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) Amiran Gamkrelidze told 

Interpressnews agency on Tuesday. 

Gamkrelidze said the move would reflect the status of the patients who remained 

under medical attention at hospitals, quarantine hotels, and at home. 
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The NCDC head also said starting February 1 the testing of asymptomatic people, 

excluding doctors, could be temporarily suspended in the country. 

10. Georgian citizens over 50 to receive 100 GEL if vaccinated with 

booster shot 

Georgian citizens over 50 years of age will receive 100 GEL (about $32) if they 

receive their third - 'booster' - shot of the COVID-19 vaccine, Chief of the 

Operational Staff of the Interagency Coordination Council Giorgi Gibradze said on 

Tuesday. 

In updates to the government's promotion campaign, Gibradze also said the 200 

GEL vaccination promotion campaign would continue in February. The campaign 

sees Georgian citizens over 50 receive 200 GEL once they receive their first jab 

against the virus (Civil.ge, January 25, 2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

11. 104th Incident Prevention and Response Mechanism meeting held in 

Ergneti 

The 104th  meeting of the Incident Prevention and Response Mechanism took 

place yesterday  in Ergneti, under the co-facilitation of the Ambassador Marek 

Szczygiel, Head of the EU Monitoring mission in Georgia (EUMM), and 

Ambassador Viorel Mosanu, newly appointed Special Representative of the OSCE 

Chairperson-in-Office for the South Caucasus. 

During the meeting participants focused on ongoing detention cases and 

discussed the impact that the protracted closure of crossing points and the 

COVID-19 pandemic continue to have on conflict-affected communities. 

The parties also discussed the most recent security developments at the 

administrative boundary line (ABL), including instances of ‘borderisation’, as well 

as the situation in the Chorchana-Tsnelisi area (Agenda.ge, January 21, 2022). 

Foreign Affairs and Security 
12. Moscow Hopes Georgia Pursues ‘Balanced’ Policy on Russia 

The Foreign Ministry of Russia (MID) stated today it hopes the Georgian 

Government “will draw lessons from the past and pursue a more balanced policy 

towards Russia.” 

It claimed that Moscow remains committed to normalizing relations with Georgia 

– “overcoming existing differences, restoring and developing bilateral ties” – but 

stressed that the process should be a “two-way street.” 

The statement comes as Moscow has continued to build up its military forces in 

and around Ukraine and demanded from the Western states to turn their back on 

the NATO Bucharest Summit decision of 2008 that Georgia and Ukraine will 

eventually become members. 

The MID also touched upon the ban on flights to and from Georgia, imposed by 

President Vladimir Putin in 2019 “to protect Russian citizens from violence or other 

illegal actions,” after the forced departure of the Russian lawmakers from Tbilisi 

and weeks-long anti-Russian occupation protests. 

It claimed that conditions to lift the prohibition are “well known” to Tbilisi – 

“stabilizing the situation in Georgia, stopping the Russophobic campaign and 

eliminating threats to the security of our citizens.” (Civil.ge, January 21, 2022) 

13. Self-styled Patriots Reiterate Moscow’s Georgia Neutrality Demand 

The Alliance of Patriots, a Kremlin-friendly party has teamed up with some 40 

largely unknown organizations and political outfits to set up the United Front of 
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Georgian Patriots, a coalition demanding Georgia to abandon its Euro-Atlantic 

integration path and declare neutrality, a preferred mantra for Georgia-based anti-

western forces. 

The freshly-established bloc issued two declarations on January 20, among others, 

demanding Georgia to remove from the Constitution the provision stipulating that 

“the constitutional bodies shall take all measures within the scope of their 

competences to ensure the full integration of Georgia into the EU and the NATO.” 

The self-appointed patriots instead wish to see clauses declaring Georgia as a 

neutral nation and defining its state policy as aiming to achieve “neighborly 

relations” with any bordering states inked into the Constitution. 

The development comes as Moscow demands from NATO Allies to disavow their 

2008 promise that Georgia and Ukraine will eventually become members of the 

Alliance, amid Russian military build-up in and around Ukraine (Civil.ge, January 

21, 2022). 

14. MEPs Cancel Tbilisi Visit as Georgian Speaker “Didn’t Find Time to 

Engage” 

MEPs Viola von Cramon (The Greens/EFA, Germany), Marina Kaljurand (S&D, 

Estonia) and Miriam Lexmann (EPP, Slovakia), the co-facilitators of the Jean 

Monnet Dialogue with Georgian parties, have said their January 21-22 visit to 

Georgia was cancelled as Parliament Speaker “Shalva Papuashvili did not find the 

time to engage.” 

The news comes amid already strained relations between the Georgian Dream 

government and Brussels over the controversial Supreme Court and High Council 

of Justice appointments, GD’s preemptive refusal of conditional EU loan, and 

Georgia’s alleged spying on western diplomats, to name a few. 

In their January 21 statement, the three Members of European Parliament stated 

“the visit was intended to explore the possibilities of launching a Jean Monnet 

Dialogue process with the Georgian Parliament, with the objective of developing 

an inter-party dialogue to build a better democratic parliamentary culture and 

trust.” 

The MEPs expressed regrets that the political conditions necessary for the start of 

process were not fulfilled at the current stage (Civil.ge, January 22, 2022). 

15. Georgian Speaker Wants to Meet New EP President Before Jean 

Monnet Talks 

The cabinet of Georgian Parliamentary Chairperson said today a meeting between 

freshly-elected European Parliament President Roberta Metsola and Georgian 

Speaker Shalva Papuashvili should take place prior to the start of the Jean Monnet 

Dialogue, considering the personal role of the chairpersons in the process. 

The statement by Speaker Papuashvili’s cabinet came in response to the Dialogue 

co-facilitators from the European Parliament, MEPs Viola von Cramon, Marina 

Kaljurand and Miriam Lexmann, who announced yesterday about revoking their 

two-day visit to Georgia as “Shalva Papuashvili did not find the time to engage.” 

Speaker Papuashvili’s cabinet said “planning a preparatory visit would be logical 

and appropriate precisely after” two Parliamentary Chairpersons hold a meeting. 

“The Jean Monnet Dialogue is a process based on cooperation, rather than a 

format of spontaneous and unilaterally planned activities,” noted Georgian 

Parliamentary Chairperson’s cabinet, adding: “it is important for the process to be 

properly prepared and implemented in order to prevent this tool from becoming 
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a source of polarization itself, instead of reducing polarization.” (Civil.ge, January 

22, 2022) 

16. ‘Not Smart’ to Have Georgia in NATO, Says German Navy Chief 

German Navy Chief Vice Admiral Kay-Achim Schönbach has raised some eyebrows 

by claiming that it would not be “smart” to have Georgia as a member of NATO. 

Asked about NATO’s eastward enlargement in New Delhi at the event hosted by 

IDSA think-tank (Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses) yesterday, the 

German Naval Chief asserted “as long as the country has the sovereignty and 

decides to join NATO and meets all requirements to be a member…. I would say 

yes.” 

But he said “Ukraine, of course, cannot meet the requirements because it’s 

occupied, at least [in] the Donbas region by the Russian army or by what they call 

militias.” 

The German Vice Admiral then continued: “Take other countries like Georgia. 

Georgia is willing to become a member [of NATO]. Do they meet requirements? 

Yes, yes, they do. Is it smart to have them as a member? No, it’s not, no it’s not.” 

(Civil.ge, January 22, 2022) 

17. German Navy Chief Resigns Over Controversial Remarks 

German Navy Chief Vice Admiral Kay-Achim Schönbach has resigned after 

controversial comments on Ukraine and Russian President Vladimir Putin, among 

others. In his remarks, Schönbach also argued that accepting Georgia into NATO 

was not a “smart” idea despite meeting membership requirements. 

“I have just asked the Federal Defense Minister to relieve me from my duties as 

the Navy Inspector with immediate effect. The thoughtless comments I made in 

India on security and military policy are increasingly weighing on my office,” said 

the Vice Admiral in a statement released by the Navy press center late on January 

22 (Civil.ge, January 23, 2022). 

18. Georgian civil activists, politicians hold solidarity rally for Ukraine 

Georgian civil activists and politicians have held a rally in solidarity with Ukraine 

outside the Ukrainian Embassy in Tbilisi earlier today. 

The demonstrators expressed their support for the Ukrainian people, denouncing 

Russia's military buildup near the border of Ukraine. 

Droa opposition party leader Elene Khoshtaria said that the rally was organised in 

order to "let the world know" that Russia's current actions are unacceptable to 

Georgia (Agenda.ge, January 24, 2022). 

19. Georgian, Ukrainian FMs discuss “common challenges” related to 

occupation 

Georgian Foreign Minister David Zalkaliani held a phone talk with his Ukrainian 

counterpart Dmytro Kuleba on Monday during which they discussed “common 

challenges” related to Russian occupation, the Georgian Foreign Ministry 

announces.  

During the telephone conversation, Zalkaliani once again reaffirmed Georgia's 

unwavering support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity amid 

ongoing military tension at the country’s border due to the build-up of Russian 

troops. 

The Ukrainian Ministry of Foreign Affairs also reported that Zalkaliani expressed 

Georgia's solidarity with Ukraine regarding aggression of the Russian Federation, 
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“assured of steadfast support for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of our 

state.” 

Zalkaliani and Kuleba also praised the support of international partners and their 

position based on which they don’t reconsider negotiations over Georgia’s and 

Ukraine’s sovereign right to choose Euro-Atlantic aspirations, the Georgian MFA 

reports (Civil.ge, January 25, 2022). 

20. US Ambassador Degnan marks 30th anniversary of diplomatic 

relations with Georgia 

Ambassador Degnan reaffirmed that Georgia and the US are "strategic partners," 

and the US is "very proud" to be assisting Georgia in strengthening democracy, 

addressing geopolitical challenges and growing the economy. 

“As a result of our 30 years of cooperation, we are proud to have earned the 

confidence and friendship of the people of Georgia.  There is a deep reserve of 

trust and respect that has developed as we navigated the difficult transitions 

Georgia has gone through.  That trust and respect is precious to us, she added. 

In her speech, the ambassador pointed out that despite Russia's efforts to 

destabilize the region, Georgia remains "undeterred" towards NATO and EU 

membership, and the US supports Georgia's Euro-Atlantic aspirations. 

“In stark contrast to Russia’s disrespect for Georgia’s culture, faith, language, and 

traditions, the United States, Europe, and Georgia have  a common vision of shared 

prosperity, freedom, and dignity based on mutual respect, she noted (Agenda.ge, 

January 25, 2022). 

 

  


