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 Political Developments 

1. U.S. Ambassador Talks Georgia’s Stunted Institutions 

In a lengthy speech celebrating the 30th anniversary of U.S.-Georgian diplomatic 

relations, Ambassador Kelly Degnan on January 25 touched upon the bilateral 

strategic partnership, security cooperation and historical relationships but also 

discussed Georgia’s “underdeveloped” institutions. 

The U.S. diplomat said that while “our vision for 30 years and beyond is an 

optimistic one,” it faces challenges needed to be addressed today. Among such, 

she named Georgia’s political, legal and governance institutions, which “fall short 

of meeting its democratic ideals, stunted by a highly partisan and polarized 

political environment.” 

“As we have seen recently in many countries, impartial democratic institutions are 

the best defense against autocratic tendencies and those who will do almost 

anything to hold on to power,” the Ambassador stressed, adding “Georgia’s history 

shows these short-sighted tendencies are incredibly dangerous and risk much of 

the progress made over the last 30 years.” (Civil.ge, January 26, 2022) 

2. President Zurabishvili: "devoted service" of police should not be 

undermined by individual cases 

Georgian President Salome Zurabishvili has responded to the recent cases of 

police misconduct in the country, saying that the offenders should be "strictly 

punished," but the "devoted service" of the police should not be undermined by 

individual cases. 

“It is of the utmost importance for the public to have trust towards a state 

institution such as the police, which is responsible to protect public safety and 

human rights. The devoted service of the police to the country and the public is 

valuable, but sadly undermined by individual actions committed by some 

policemen. The offenders should be strictly punished, but the faces of particular 

people should not be generalised, and it is unacceptable to discredit a state 

institution because of individual cases, she said. 

Two police officers were arrested on January 25 for physically assaulting a disabled 

teenager in Tbilisi metro (Agenda.ge, January 26, 2022). 

3. Zonal hourly parking to be introduced in Mtatsminda, Chugureti, 

Didube districts starting March 1 

The metered zonal parking system will be introduced in Mtatsminda, Chugureti 

and Didube districts of capital Tbilisi starting March 1, mayor Kakha Kaladze 

announced earlier today.  

Additional spaces for zonal hourly parking will be added in the Saburtalo district 

as well, Kaladze further added.  

The spots for metered zonal parking are as follows: 

 Freedom Square and 32 streets of Mtatsminda district with a total 

of 1,116 spots 

 13 streets of Chugureti district with a total of 497 parking spots 
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 Tsereteli and Tsabadze streets in Didube distinct with a total of 90 

spots 

 Chikovani, Balanchivadze and Chailuri streets in Saburtalo district 

with a total of 135 spots 

The zonal hourly parking system will allow drivers to use the spots for 15 minutes 

free of charge, with the cost of 1 GEL for every additional hour of parking. Locals 

registering in advance, owners of electric vehicles and disabled users will be able 

to use the zones free of charge (Agenda.ge, January 26, 2022). 

4. US ambassador: Georgian president's initiative to reduce polarization 

is "very positive" 

US Ambassador to Georgia Kelly Degnan has said that Georgian President Salome 

Zurabishvili's National Accord initiative is "very positive," as it aims to reduce 

polarization in the country. 

Ambassador Degnan noted that the Georgian citizens have seen the "paralyzing" 

effects of the political polarization over the last few years, highlighting the need 

to bring the society together. 

“I hope that she [the president] will have the cooperation and the input from 

different sectors of society in a whole scale effort to reduce the polarization that 

this country faces, the ambassador added (Agenda.ge, January 30, 2022). 

5. Sacked Employees to File Lawsuit Against Culture Ministry 

Employees dismissed from bodies run by the Culture Ministry will be launching a 

lawsuit over “ungrounded and discriminatory sacking,” with assistance from key 

local watchdogs – Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association (GYLA), International 

Society for Fair Elections and Democracy (ISFED) and Social Justice Center. 

The three CSOs will represent part of the 70 staffers fired from the Georgian 

National Museum system and National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation 

amid reorganization following Tea Tsulukiani’s appointment as Culture Minister in 

March 2021, the watchdogs said in a joint statement today. 

The sacked people argued that Culture Minister Tea Tsulukiani’s policy as an 

employer is based on loyalty, rather than the qualifications of the staffers. They 

also asserted that the reorganization process at the Culture Ministry-run bodies 

was unfair and untransparent. 

The claimants recalled that almost all the employees that had protested the new 

Minister’s policy on the Museum of Fine Arts by signing a petition were 

subsequently fired from the Museum and the Agency. 

The dismissed employees said the “cleanse” was preceded by people with 

“inadequate qualifications” taking leadership of several museums and the Agency 

(Civil.ge, January 31, 2022). 

6. UNM Calls Off Parliamentary Boycott 

The largest opposition faction in the Parliament, led by the United National 

Movement has called off its six-month-long partial boycott of the legislature. 

The faction had previously refused to participate in plenary sessions and any other 

activities besides possible votes for confidence in the Government and for 

constitutional amendments. 

Faction chair MP Khatia Dekanoidze announced that the group’s “main axis” of 

parliamentary work in the spring session will be to set up a temporary investigative 

commission to examine the possible “inhuman” treatment of jailed ex-President 

Mikheil Saakashvili. The faction plans to register the commission today. 
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MP Dekanoidze claimed the commission would aim to expose that the Georgian 

Dream “regime” used “repressive institutions” to exact GD founder Bidzina 

Ivanishvili’s political revenge against Saakashvili. 

In addition, she stressed that the largest opposition outfit will return to the 

Parliament with its own agenda and strategy – to work not only on “elitist political” 

matters, but also on “difficult” day-to-day issues of regular people (Civil.ge, 

January 31, 2022). 

7. Opposition Elects Chair in Hung Rustavi Sakrebulo 

The United National Movement backed ex-Prime Minister Giorgi Gakharia’s For 

Georgia party today to elect its candidate Nodar Sherozia as the Chair of hung 

Sakrebulo in southern Rustavi, the fourth largest city in Georgia. 

Sherozia, the only nominee, received all 18 votes cast by opposition councilors, 

while the Georgian Dream party members refused to participate in the election. 

In the subsequent vote, the opposition councilors elected UNM’s Aleksandre 

Beridze and For Georgia’s Zaza Jaiani as the First Deputy Chair and Deputy Chair 

of the Council, respectively. 

In the 35-member Sakrebulo, the GD and its arch-rival UNM each have 16 

members, while For Georgia has three. The Council’s activities had been brought 

to a virtual halt after it failed to elect a chair in its first session on December 3. 

“The Sakrebulo in Rustavi was in crisis and we are maximally trying to bring it out 

of the crisis,” the freshly-elected Chair told Info Rustavi, a local media outlet. 

He denied having had any prior negotiations with other parties, and maintained 

that For Georgia would offer official positions –deputy chairs as well as heads of 

commissions– not only to UNM councilors but also to members of the ruling 

Georgian Dream to “share responsibility.” (Civil.ge, January 31, 2022) 

 COVID-19 

8. Health minister: Covid hospitalisation rate has dropped from 20% to 

4.5% 

The hospitalisation rate for those infected with coronavirus in Georgia has 

decreased from 20% to 4.5%, Georgian health minister Zurab Azarashvili said 

earlier today.  

Azarashvili said over 8,000 beds were available at hospitals for patients, up to 4,500 

of which had been occupied over the last two weeks. 

Azarashvili said the expectation regarding the severity of the Omicron coronavirus 

variant had been met, noting the surge of daily cases had not increased pressure 

on the hospital sector.  

He further added the main workload was observed at online clinics, noting “in the 

last week we have added many qualified family physicians as well as call centre 

operators.” 

The health minister also reiterated the significance of vaccination and announced 

the government aimed to send about 40 mobile groups to regions of the country 

where “vaccines are less available.” (Agenda.ge, January 26, 2022) 

9. 201 schools switch to remote learning due to Covid-19 surge in 

Georgia 

A total of 201 schools throughout Georgia have switched to remote learning due 

to Covid-19 surge in the country, the Georgian Ministry of Education and Science 

reported. 
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The ministry noted that safety measures were taken in order to prevent the internal 

transmission of the virus. 

“125 teachers who are in risk groups have requested to switch to online teaching. 

Coronavirus was reported among 2.7% of the teachers and 0.9% of the students 

last week. As of now, 73.6% of the teachers and the school administration 

representatives are vaccinated, the ministry wrote (Agenda.ge, January 29, 2022). 

10. PM Garibashvili Tests Positive for COVID 

Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili has tested positive for the Omicron strain of 

COVID-19, the Government’s press office reported late on January 31. 

The statement highlighted that PM is fully vaccinated, “feels well and continues to 

work remotely.” 

The development comes as Omicron sweeps through Georgia, with 13,150 new 

cases reported on January 31 and active infections standing at 151,139 according 

to the latest data. The Georgian PM previously tested positive for COVID in April 

2021 (Civil.ge, January 31, 2022). 

11. WHO, EU gift equipment to Georgian medical facilities to fight 

COVID-19 

The WHO and the European Union handed over 180 oxygen concentrators, 2,000 

pulse oximeters and other medical equipment to the Ministry of IDPs from 

Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia. The equipment 

will be used to outfit rural medical facilities to help citizens all over the country 

have better access to healthcare. 

The concentrators and oximeters were symbolically handed over today to the 

Health Ministry today, by Carl Hartzell, Ambassador of the European Union to 

Georgia and Silviu Domente, WHO Representative and Head of Country Office in 

Georgia. 

Carl Hartzell, Ambassador of the European Union to Georgia stated, “While 

handover ceremonies may have become routine, there is nothing routine about 

people struggling to breathe or not having access to proper healthcare. Together 

with our partners in the WHO and the Government of Georgia, we continue 

working to make sure that citizens all over Georgia receive improved access to 

healthcare and support during the COVID-19 pandemic. Together with the rest of 

Team Europe, we remain committed to stand by Georgia during this difficult time.” 

(Stopcov.ge, January 31, 2022) 

 Economy and Social Affairs 

12. December 2021: 37.16 bln GEL deposited, 43.03 bln GEL loaned 

Commercial banks in Georgia loaned 43.03 billion GEL and received deposits of 

37.16 billion GEL in December 2021, the National Bank of Georgia (NBG) says. 

The volume of loans has increased by 1.63 billion GEL (3.93%) in December 

compared to the same period last year. The number of deposits also increased by 

1.42 billion GEL (3.96%) month-on-month. 

In December 2021, the sum of term deposits (deposits made for a predetermined 

period of time) increased by 191.41 million GEL and demand deposits, which allow 

for flexible withdrawal, also increased by 1.22 billion GEL. 

Loans taken out in Georgian lari increased by 685.88 million GEL and loans 

denominated in foreign currencies also increased by 941.36 million GEL month-

on-month (Agenda.ge, January 26, 2022). 
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13. Georgian PM, Rothschild & Co discuss transforming Georgia into 

regional financial hub 

Georgian prime minister Irakli Garibashvili met Arielle Malard de Rothschild, 

Managing Director at Rothschild & Co on Friday, with the meeting reviewing plans 

of a government initiative of transforming the country into a regional financial hub. 

The head of the Georgian government and the representative of the financial 

group discussed the steps aiming to attract investment, create fresh job 

opportunities and share modern financial and technological innovations, following 

on from the December 16 agreement between the sides in Brussels (Agenda.ge, 

January 28, 2022). 

14. PM Garibashvili, Stadler rail technology company talk factory plans 

for Georgia 

Plans for launching a factory of Stadler Rail, an internationally recognised rail 

technology company, in Georgia were discussed at a meeting between Georgia’s 

prime minister Irakli Garibashvili and Stadler Chairman of the Board of Directors 

of the company on Thursday. 

Garibashvili and Peter Spuhler, who is also the interim CEO of the Swiss-based 

company, reviewed the possibility of building a factory of the brand that would 

produce railway components locally, while also providing a repair service. 

The Georgian PM’s office said the two sides had discussed the favourable business 

environment in Georgia and the ongoing and planned reforms in the country 

(Agenda.ge, January 27, 2022). 

15. City Hall Tears Down ‘Illegal’ Houses, Allegedly Leaving Some 

Without Home 

Tbilisi City Hall on January 28 tore down ten “illegally” built houses and 

constructions as well as several structures on state-owned lands in the Orkhevi 

neighborhood on the outskirts of the Georgian capital, allegedly leaving several 

households without shelter. 

The City Hall’s municipal inspection started knocking down the houses early this 

morning, with media footage showing desperate residents –girdled by police– 

pleading with authorities to stop the process.  

The move comes in the mid of winter, as Omicron rampages in the country with a 

record new 75,800 cases reported this week alone. 

After the buildings were flattened, Tbilisi Mayor Kakha Kaladze said that “no one 

will be allowed to seize state-owned lands and then carry illegal constructions.” He 

stressed that “all sorts of warnings were given” to the residents prior to the 

demolition (Civil.ge, January 29, 2022). 

16. PM launches New Poti Seaport, names transforming Georgia into 

regional hub as priority 

Georgia’s prime minister Irakli Garibashvili has named transforming the country’s 

into a regional hub as one of the “main priorities” of his government, while 

launching the New Poti Seaport, a $93 million construction project in Georgia’s 

largest Black Sea harbour on Saturday. 

Speaking at the formal unveiling of the project that involved the PACE group and 

the United States International Development Finance Corporation (DFC) 

Garibashvili said his team was focusing on “the full realization of our potential, so 

from the very first day of this project we fully supported the PACE group and each 

employee”. 
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The PM spoke of the role of PACE in allocating $50 million in funding to the 

construction work since 2020, citing the project as an example of Georgia’s 

attractiveness for foreign investment, as well as the country’s “largest transit and 

transport” potential in the region. 

Garibashvili called the seaport project “extremely important” for the region, adding 

investment in it would increase to $120 million after the second of two phases of 

the work was completed (Agenda.ge, January 29, 2022). 

17. New Poti Seaport to employ 200 people 

The New Poti Seaport, an investment project into Georgia's largest Black Sea 

harbour, will employ approximately 200 people, Tamar Ioseliani, the Head of the 

Georgian Maritime Transport Agency has said. 

Ioseliani highlighted the new construction project at the seaport was an "extremely 

important" initiative that would increase the capacity of port infrastructure in the 

country. 

The total port throughput in Georgia will increase by 3.5 million tonnes once the 

project is finalised, Ioseliani added (Agenda.ge, January 29, 2022). 

18. 1 Dead, 8 Injured After Tkibuli Mine Accident 

One person was fatally injured and eight more sustained injuries in a coal mine 

explosion in Tkibuli, western Georgia, Tkibuli majoritarian MP Bezhan Tsakadze 

confirmed early on January 31. Injured miners were reportedly admitted in a local 

hospital. 

The police told InterPressNews agency that a probe was launched under Article 

240 of the Criminal Code of Georgia, involving breach of safety regulations during 

mining and construction works (Civil.ge, January 31, 2022). 

19. Labour Inspection: blasting operation in Tkibuli mine carried out “in 

violation of safety rules” 

Preliminary investigation has shown the blasting operation was carried out in 

violation of safety rules in the Tkibuli town mine in Georgia’s west, where an 

explosion claimed the life of one worker and injured eight others, the Labour 

Inspection Service of Georgia has said. 

The incident took place late during the night of January 30, with the labour service 

noting the concentration of methane in the air exceeded the allowable norm 

during the blasting works in the mine. 

“Drilling and blasting operations are prohibited at concentrations of more than 

one percent methane. The second paragraph of the technical regulations was also 

violated, according to which the blasting works must be carried out under direct 

supervision of the technical supervisor,” the statement from the inspection agency 

said (Agenda.ge, January 31, 2022). 

20. AFD Allocates 30 Mln to Georgia 

On January 28, Georgia signed an agreement with French Development Agency 

(AFD), which will allocate 30 million EUR for program of reform in water supply 

and sewerage sector. 

Georgian Finance Ministry indicated that this support from AFD is fully consistent 

with the program, funded by Asian Development Bank (ADB). 

Last year, ADB allocated 115.31 million EUR through 2 tranches to finance the 

program of sustainable development of Georgian water supply and sewerage 

sector, the Ministry reported, specifying that the country received the 1st tranche 
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(70.96 million EUR) in January, while the 2nd tranche (44.35 million EUR) – in 

December (Afd.fr, January 31, 2022). 

21. Parliament Assigns National Environment Agency to the 

Environmental Assessment Permit 

The Sector Economy and Economic Policy, and the Regional Policy and Self-

Government Committees discussed the Draft Environmental Assessment Code and 

the changes to 7 relevant Bills. 

The reporter, the Deputy Environmental Minister, Nino Tandilashvili elucidated 

that the Ministry has been replaced by the National Environmental Agency in every 

Article stipulating the relevant competencies. The Ministry remains the policy-

making in this sphere and determiner of the main directions, and the enforcement 

is assigned to the Agency. 

According to the Chair of the Regional Committee, Sozar Subari, “it is important 

to properly manage this sphere since we have many times witnessed when the 

significant projects which could not be even put under doubt encountered the 

obstacles just because of the superficial and incorrect environmental assessment 

document and when the population suspects anything, then they are hard to be 

convinced. Due to this reason, many good projects have been suspended and thus, 

it is paramount to start the development of the project very thoroughly to provide 

our population with detailed information and expert opinions at a high level. Such 

policy means progress” (Parliament.ge, January 31, 2022). 

22. Georgia’s GDP Up 10.6% in 2021 

Georgia’s real GDP increased by 10.6% in 2021, according to rapid estimates 

released by the National Statistics Office (Geostat) on January 31. 

Geostat also reported that real GDP rose by 9.6% year-on-year in December 2021. 

Geostat said growth was registered in manufacturing; transportation and storage; 

trade; hotels and restaurants; electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply; 

real estate activities; arts, entertainment and recreation. A decline was registered 

in construction, according to the rapid estimates. 

In 2020, Georgia’s real GDP declined by 6.8% compared to the previous year. This 

means Georgia’s GDP in 2021 has increased by 3% compared to 2019 (Civil.ge, 

January 31, 2022). 

23. 10,095 building permissions granted in Georgia in 2021 

A total of 10,095 building permits covering 7.4 million square metres were granted 

in Georgia throughout 2021, the National Statistics Office of Georgia (Geostat) 

revealed today. 

The number of construction permits grew by 5.6 percent and the volume of the 

plots granted for the building permissions also increased by 42.8 percent, 

compared to the previous year, the statistics agency said (Civil.ge, January 31, 

2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

24. COVID Cases Spike in Occupied Abkhazia 

Russian-occupied Abkhazia has seen a surge in COVID cases, with 477 new cases 

being confirmed yesterday, some three times more than the previous week’s six-

day average. On January 24, Abkhaz health authorities registered a record 538 new 

infections. 

To date, there are 4,874 active infections in the region with less than a quarter 

million residents. 
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“Omicron strain is rampaging all over the world, and, unfortunately, Abkhazia too 

has not been spared,” Sokhumi-based Apsnypress agency cited ‘health minister’ 

Eduard Butba as saying on January 25 (Civil.ge, January 26, 2022). 

25. Russian-occupied Abkhazia temporarily closes schools due to COVID-

19 cases 

All schools in the cities of Gagra and Sokhumi in Georgia’s Russian-occupied 

Abkhazia region have suspended their classes due to confirmed COVID-19 cases. 

Inal Gablia, Abkhazia’s de-facto education minister, told local news agency 

Apsnypress coronavirus cases had been confirmed for 83 teachers and 150 primary 

school students, leading to the decision. 

Gablia also said teachers would be required to receive their vaccine shots if they 

wanted to continue working. Vaccination against COVID-19 in Abkhazia is 

available only with the Russian-produced Sputnik-V vaccine (Agenda.ge, January 

28, 2022). 

26. Abkhaz NGOs Petition Against Russian-style Foreign Agents Law 

Over 350 Abkhaz activists and ordinary citizens have petitioned against the 

forthcoming law on foreign agents, pushed by Moscow through its 2020 deal with 

Sokhimi on common socio-economic program. 

The starkly-worded petition, addressed to Kremlin-backed Abkhaz leader Aslan 

Bzhania, ‘prime minister’ Alexander Ankvab and speaker Valery Kvarchia, said 

Russian-style “category of ‘foreign agent’ is a false and propaganda cliché and if 

adopted, the ‘law on foreign agents” will become a repressive tool.” 

The signatories asserted that its adoption would revive Soviet-era “ideological 

schemes of the totalitarian past, in which the principle of collective guilt was used 

against the unwanted, when on formal grounds entire social groups were classified 

as unreliable.” 

In their petition, the Abkhaz activists stressed that the adoption of the law, even in 

milder version, would “inevitably lead to the liquidation of the non-governmental 

sector, since employees of civil organizations… will not live one day with the 

slanderous ‘foreign agent’ label.” (Civil.ge, January 28, 2022) 

27. IDPs’ Relocation Begins from Kartli Sanatorium 

The Internally Displaces Persons, Ecomigrants, and Livelihood Agency announced 

late on January 27 that nine internally-displaced families living in former 

Sanatorium “Kartli” in Tbilisi outskirts have received new housing. Seven other 

households preferred to find apartments themselves, costs of which will be 

covered by the government, the Agency said. 

According to the Agency, this marks the beginning of a relocation process from 

the run-down sanatorium, supposed to conclude through 2022 (Civil.ge, January 

28, 2022). 

28. Georgia Reports “Borderization” near Gori Municipality Villages 

The Russian occupying forces carried out “borderization and other types of 

unlawful activities” along the Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia dividing line near 

Gori Municipality villages of Jariasheni and Mejvriskhevi, the State Security Service 

of Georgia (SSG) reported on January 28. 

Eastern and northern parts of Mejvriskhevi as well as western and northern parts 

of Jariasheni lie next to the dividing line. Both villages are located some dozen 

kilometers away from Georgia’s major east-west highway. 
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The SSG said it has informed the European Union Monitoring Mission, Co-Chairs 

of the Geneva International Discussions, international partners and activated the 

EUMM-administered hotline over “every instance of provocative activities.” 

The statement comes after Georgian TV stations aired footage on January 27 

showing three persons, supposedly Russian troops, being present in the vicinity of 

the Mejvriskhevi village. Journalists on the ground reported that nearby trees and 

bushes had been marked with white ribbons by the men (Civil.ge, January 28, 

2022). 

Foreign Affairs and Security 
29. U.S. Ambassador to Georgia Slams ‘Revanchist’ Russia 

In the lengthy address celebrating the 30th anniversary of U.S.-Georgian 

diplomatic relations, Ambassador Kelly Degnan highlighted that “we face a 

resurgent, revanchist Russia, intent on reinstating its empire through establishing 

a privileged sphere of influence.” 

Noting that Russia has “clearly demonstrated its lack of respect for Georgia and 

other countries’ sovereignty,” the U.S diplomat asserted that it is the only country 

in Europe occupying the territory of sovereign nations and massing troops on the 

border of its neighbor. 

She stressed that Georgia has repeatedly faced Russian aggression over the 

centuries: “Dating back to 1801 when Russia annexed the Kingdom of Kartli-

Kakheti in violation of the 1783 Treaty of Georgievsk, then again in 1921 when the 

Kremlin invaded and occupied the Democratic Republic of Georgia in violation of 

the Treaty of Moscow, and of course, more recently in 2008.” (Civil.ge, January 26, 

2022) 

30. Georgian Dream’s Draft Ukraine Resolution Criticized for Glossing 

Over Russia 

Multi-party efforts for penning a joint parliamentary resolution in support of 

Ukraine has seemingly failed after the ruling Georgian Dream party-tabled draft 

fell short of explicitly mentioning Russia. 

The governing party and the opposition had launched consultations after the 

United National Movement, Lelo and Strategy Aghmashenebeli MPs called on 

their GD colleagues on January 24 to take a united stance in support of Kyiv amid 

the threat of Russian invasion and Moscow’s demands that NATO should deny the 

eventual accession of Ukraine and Georgia. 

Following negotiations today, UNM parliamentary faction chair Khatia Dekanoidze 

said the opposition parties cannot be the co-authors of the resolution since the 

draft document does not mention “Russian military aggression.” 

MP Dekanoidze said the opposition will continue to discuss the way forward, and 

suggested they may table an alternative document (Civil.ge, January 26, 2022). 

31. Georgian Parliament Speaker Visits NATO HQ 

The newly elected Georgian Parliamentary Chairperson Shalva Papuashvili, on his 

first official visit in this capacity, held meetings at the NATO Headquarters today. 

In Brussels, Speaker Papuashvili met with NATO Deputy Secretary General Mircea 

Geoană and addressed the NATO-Georgia Commission meeting. 

The Georgian Parliamentary Chairperson dubbed the discussions with the Deputy 

Secretary General “valuable,” saying in a tweet that Georgia and NATO remained 

“committed and reliable partners determined to achieve security, stability and 

prosperity in Georgia and the wider region.” 
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After the Commission meeting, Speaker Papuashvili stressed that NATO and its 

member states expressed their support to Georgia, its territorial integrity, 

sovereignty and its aspiration to join the Alliance, as per the press release by the 

Georgian Parliament.  

According to Speaker Papuashvili, the Allies once again reaffirmed their 

commitment to NATO’s open door policy and reiterated that Georgia will become 

its member (Civil.ge, January 26, 2022). 

32. NATO Sends Proposals to Moscow, Door Still Open to Georgia 

NATO’s Written Proposals to Moscow 

Elaborating on written proposals sent to Russia, Jens Stoltenberg said the Alliance 

sees room for progress in three key directions: 

1) NATO-Russia relations 

The Secretary General said NATO and Russia should reestablish their respective 

offices in Moscow and in Brussels; make full use of existing military-to-military 

channels of communication to promote transparency and reduce risks; and look 

into setting up civilian hotline for emergency use. 

2) European security, including the situation in and around Ukraine 

“We are prepared to listen to Russia’s concerns, and engage in a real conversation 

on how to uphold and strengthen the fundamental principles of European security 

that we have all signed up to, starting with the Helsinki Final Act,” stated the NATO 

chief. He continued that this includes the right of each nation to choose its own 

security arrangements. 

According to the NATO chief, Russia should refrain from coercive force posturing, 

aggressive rhetoric, and malign activities directed against Allies and other nations. 

“Russia should also withdraw its forces from Ukraine, Georgia, and Moldova, where 

they are deployed without these countries’ consent.” 

3) Risk reduction, transparency and arms control 

The Secretary General said practical measures are needed to make a real 

difference, proposing as a first step mutual briefings on exercises, and nuclear 

policies in NATO-Russia council. 

Stoltenberg also suggested to modernize Vienna Document on military 

transparency, and work to reduce space and cyber threats; consult on ways to 

prevent incidents in the air and at sea; full compliance with international 

commitments on chemical and biological weapons. “We need to have a serious 

conversations on arms controls, including nuclear weapons, and ground-based 

intermediate and shorter range missiles. 

The NATO chief said in all of their efforts NATO “will continue to coordinate closely 

with Ukraine, as well as with all the NATO partners, including Finland, Sweden, 

Georgia and of course, the European Union.” (Civil.ge, January 26, 2022) 

33. Georgian, Armenian Justice Ministers Meet in Yerevan 

Georgian Justice Minister Rati Bregadze met with his Armenian counterpart Karen 

Andreasyan in Yerevan to exchange on several reforms carried by the Ministry, as 

part of his January 26-28 visit to Armenia. 

After the meeting, Minister Bregadze said the sides agreed on “special 

collaboration in the field of public services” and signed a memorandum of 

cooperation, as per the press release by the Georgian Ministry. 

Minister Bregadze said the Georgian side had shared its experience with mobile 

public service halls, that travel to rural areas to provide citizens with public services. 
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According to him, they also discussed “PROBBOX,” a system that allows offenders 

on probation to be monitored digitally and lets them receive services of the 

Probation Bureau remotely (Civil.ge, January 26, 2022). 

34. PM Garibashvili to participate in Munich Security Conference on 

February 18-20 

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili will participate in the 58th Munich 

Security Conference (MSC) scheduled for February 18-20 along with the world 

leaders, the Georgian government administration announces. 

In the invitation letter Chairman of the conference, Wolfgang Ischinger says the 

MSC 2022 “will present the international security community with a particularly 

unique opportunity for high-level personal exchanges, including strategic debates 

on stage as well as bilateral and multilateral meeting in private.” (Agenda.ge. 

January 28, 2022) 

35. Georgian FM Talks Ukraine, Russia, Opposition 

The Opposition 

FM Zalkaliani denied accusations that the GD government is not vocal about 

Russian military build-up in and around Ukraine, arguing the opposition wants to 

create perceptions that the authorities are appeasing Moscow. 

Continuing on the opposition’s criticism toward the GD over the party’s tabled 

Ukraine support resolution falling short of mentioning “Russian military 

aggression,” the top diplomat reiterated that opponents are trying to portray the 

government as being loyal to Russia. 

“Were they not in power when they allowed Russian aggresion and occupation? 

Who were in power? Exactly the people who now criticize us,” he claimed, adding 

“this is unacceptable, a double standard and immoral.” 

FM Zalkaliani said he would have liked to see the resolution adopted with 

multipartisan support, had the clause on Russia not become subject to “political 

manipulations.” 

The GD party’s draft addresses Georgia’s stance that the situation should not 

escalate further and that steps should be taken to prevent an invasion of a 

sovereign country, the top diplomat maintained. 

Supporting Ukraine 

He maintained that the Georgian Government has been vocal in supporting 

Ukraine during visits to Kyiv as well as to Brussels. As an example, he named the 

Georgian Prime Minister’s participation in Ukraine’s Crimean Platform. 

“A lot of states did not participate, but a certain number of countries and Georgia 

were there,” the top diplomat stressed adding: “was this not a vocal statement?” 

He also argued that Georgian authorities made their support to Ukraine clear 

during the Associated Trio visit to Brussels as well as the Eastern Partnership 

Summit in December. 

The top diplomat said that besides his recent phone conversation with Ukrainian 

counterpart Dmytro Kuleba, he has informal conversations with his colleague every 

day. 

None of Georgia’s partners believe that Georgia is not vocal over its support to 

Ukraine, the Foreign Minister argued. “Have you seen even one critical [statement] 

from our international partners?!” 

Also, the diplomat said to show support to Ukraine, Tbilisi will not be evacuating 

its Embassy from Kyiv. “They are in continuous communication with our Ukrainian 
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brothers, Ukrainian colleagues in the Foreign Ministry as well as every other [state] 

body because in this situation it is important for the Embassy to function smoothly 

and be represented in full capacity,” FM Zalkaliani highlighted. 

Moscow’s Demands on “Security Guarantees” 

The senior Georgian diplomat asserted that Georgia’s NATO allies have been 

united in their stance that the Alliance’s Open Door Policy will not be revised as 

per Moscow’s demands to rescind the Bucharest Summit decision that Georgia 

and Ukraine will eventually become members. 

He ruled out any possibilities of the Western partners turning their back on the 

commitment for “bargaining leverage” to prevent a possible Russian invasion in 

Ukraine. 

According to FM Zalkaliani, this was demonstrated by Washington’s January 26 

written response to Moscow. He pointed out that although State Secretary Antony 

Blinken did not reveal the specific contents of the response, he declared that the 

U.S. remained committed to the open door policy (Civil.ge, January 28, 2021). 

36. Ruling party, opposition fail to agree on common resolution in 

support of Ukraine 

The ruling Georgian Dream (GD) party and the parliamentary opposition failed to 

reach an agreement on a common resolution in support of Ukraine amid the 

Russian military buildup at its border, sparking mutual criticism over the proposed 

document from the sides. 

On Wednesday, the opposition rejected a proposed document of the resolution, 

prepared by MPs from the ruling party and scheduled to be submitted to the 

parliament on the first day of the spring session, citing no specific mention of 

Russian aggression in the document. 

The rejection has drawn criticism from GD members, with parliament speaker 

Shalva Papuashvili claiming the “main essence” of the resolution was reflected in 

the document and alleging “the opposition sees its own agenda in such 

resolutions.” It would be “appropriate to reach wide consensus for such resolutions 

on security or international issues”, Papuashvili added (Agenda.ge, January 28, 

2022). 

37. Georgia to Get Additional Javelin Missiles from U.S. 

he Government of Georgia said it is working to purchase an additional supply of 

Javelin man-portable anti-tank missiles from the United States, following August 

2021 decision of the U.S. Department of State to approve possible Foreign Military 

Sale to Tbilisi. 

The Ministry of Defense of Georgia will address simplified procurement worth of 

USD 26,246,866 million, covered with the amount allocated by the U.S. and, in line 

with the U.S.-Georgia agreement, with sums transferred from Georgian state 

budget. 

The U.S. Embassy in Tbilisi reported in August that the Georgian Government had 

requested to buy 82 Javelin FGM-148 Missiles and 46 Javelin Command Launch 

Units (CLU), as well as Enhanced Producibility Basic Skills Trainers; Missile 

Simulation Rounds, Security Assistance Management Directorate Technical 

Assistance, Tactical Aviation and Ground Munitions Project Office Technical 

Assistance, other associated equipment and services, and other related elements 

of logistical and program support. 
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The Embassy then stressed the potential sale would support the foreign policy and 

national security of the U.S. “by improving the security of Georgia which is a 

strategic partner and a key contributor to security and stability the region.” 

(Civil.ge, January 31, 2022) 

38. Russian Opposition Leader Barred from Entering Georgia 

Russian opposition leader, former MP Dmitry Gudkov said today he was barred 

from entering Georgia and was deported from Tbilisi International Airport back to 

Kyiv.  

Gudkov claimed his deportation was a “political decision” made at the level of the 

Georgian Government. 

He argued that Georgian border authorities had a knowledge of his biography, did 

not specify reasons for the deportation and said the decision was made by their 

superiors. 

The Russian opposition politician said he will demand an official explanation for 

the development. 

“So much for [Georgia being] the center of Russian emigration. So much for half 

soft power and half Russian World,” noted Gudkov ironically. 

According to Gudkov, he was visiting Tbilisi to hold meetings with politicians, 

journalists and diplomats following an “official invitation.” But the Russian 

opposition leader did not specify who had invited him (Civil.ge, January 31, 2022). 

 

  


