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 Political Developments 

1. Georgia’s Score Continues to Fall in Democracy Index 

Georgia’s average score on the Democracy Index has declined for the fourth 

consecutive year, falling to 5.12 out of 10 in 2021, according to the latest report 

published by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) on February 10. 

The score, Georgia’s lowest in a decade, fell from 5.31 of 2020 yet the country still 

retained its 91st spot among 167 countries as a “hybrid regime.” 

In terms of the five specific measures that make up the average score, Georgia 

received the lowest, 3.57 points for the functioning of the government, 3.75 for 

political culture, 5.29 for civil liberties, 5.56 for political participation, and 7.42 for 

electoral process and pluralism. 

A fall in the latter two categories compared to 2020 led to the overall year-over-

year tail-off (Civil.ge, February 11, 2022). 

2. New Chief of Staff of National Security Council Appointed 

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili appointed today Givi Tumanishvili, 46, 

as the new Chief of Staff of the National Security Council.  

Tumanishvili had since 2019 served as the Chief of Analytical Directorate of the 

Georgian Intelligence Service. Prior to that he held several posts at the Military 

Intelligence Department of the Georgian Defense Forces. 

The Chief of Staff’s post had remained vacant since February 2021, after its 

previous holder Kakhaber Kemoklidze took on a new post, briefly serving as the 

Head of Government Administration. 

In the meantime, Sergo Turmanidze, Head of the NSC’s Internal and External 

Security Affairs Department, had served as the acting Chief of Staff. 

The National Security Council is an eight-member advisory body chaired by the 

Georgian Prime Minister, with Interior Minister Vakhtang Gomelauri serving as its 

Secretary (Civil.ge, February 11, 2022). 

3. Museum, Culture Ministry in Fresh Research Grants Controversy 

The Ministry of Culture is facing yet another controversy after the Directorate of 

Georgian National Museum system refused to accept all 13 research project grants 

from the Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation, allegedly because the 

projects include controversially dismissed outspoken employees. 

At a press conference on February 11, Eka Kiknadze, one of the project authors, 

accused Culture Minister Tea Tsulukiani of discriminating against people “she 

simply does not like.” 

Kiknadze, who managed the Museum of Fine Arts before her demotion and 

subsequent firing in January, asserted that the Directorate of the National Museum 

system failed to present “rational arguments” to justify declining the grants. 

She stressed that the Rustaveli Foundation, run by the Ministry of Education, is the 

only additional source of financing available to researchers in the field of culture. 

The notice of the Directorate of Georgian National Museum to the Rustaveli 

Foundation, dated February 9, was published online by Sulkhan Saladze, former 
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head of the Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association, veteran watchdog (Civil.ge, 

February 12, 2022). 

4. State Security Service head files lawsuit against TV channels for 

reports alleging links to criminal case 

The Head of the State Security Service of Georgia, Grigol Liluashvili, has filed a 

lawsuit against Mtavari Arkhi and Formula TV channels after the media outlets 

aired reports alleging links between him and the criminal case dating back to 

October and relating to fraudulent operations set up by a group of Georgian and 

Israeli citizens in Georgia. 

Liluashvili's lawyer, Mamuka Gviniashvili, said the lawsuit was a response to the 

reports aired by the channels several months ago about the criminal enterprise 

known as the ‘call centres’ case, where seven individuals were arrested after 

fraudulently laundering sums of over 10 million Euros from citizens of European 

countries. 

A statement by the state agency on Friday rejected allegations in the reports 

linking Liluashvili with the case and said they were parts of a “campaign built on 

lies” and designed to “discredit the [service] and its head”. 

Beside the two opposition-minded TV channels, Liluashvili’s lawsuit has also been 

filed against Levan Khabeishvili, a member of the United National Movement, the 

largest opposition party in the country. 

The criminal endeavour was exposed in cooperation between Georgian and 

German law enforcement, and revealed by the Prosecutor's Office of Georgia in 

October. Citizens of Germany were shown to have been extorted through the use 

of fraudulent “services” of the “call centres” set up by the criminal group 

(Agenda.ge, February 12, 2022). 

5. Finance ministry to investigate call centres following state official’s 

lawsuit against TV channels 

Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili has instructed Minister of Finance Lasha 

Khutsishvili to investigate activities of call centres in the country, following a 

lawsuit stemming from allegations related to an October case of fraudulent 

operations set up by a group of Georgian and Israeli citizens in Georgia. 

Garibashvili said the issue of call centres had become a “subject of constant 

speculation by some politicians,” adding the Prosecutor’s Office had already 

revealed several facts of criminal offences involving them. 

Since these speculations are not resolved, I would like to ask Lasha [Khutsishvili] 

to set up a working group with the participation of the investigative service [of the 

finance ministry], and involvement of other agencies, that will study activities of 

so-called call centres in the country,” said Garibashvili. 

In his comments, Khutsishvili said the working group established within his 

ministry would set up a regulatory framework in order to “adjust this sector.” He 

added the group would make their initial conclusions public. 

The latest development comes following a lawsuit filed against two opposition-

minded TV channels by Grigol Liluashvili, the Head of the State Security Service of 

Georgia, after reports alleging links between him and a criminal case involving a 

fraudulent operation last year (Agenda.ge, February 14, 2022). 

6. Opposition Elects Chair in Hung Zugdidi Sakrebulo 

All 25 opposition deputies elected For Georgia’s Giga Parulava as the new 

chairperson of Zugdidi Municipality Sakrebulo. 
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45-member Zugdidi Sakrebulo includes 22 deputies from the United National 

Movement, 3 members of ex-PM Giorgi Gakharia’s For Georgia party, and 20 

councilors from Georgian Dream, the ruling party. The Georgian Dream deputies 

did not participate in today’s voting. 

Zugdidi Sakrebulo is the fourth local council after Rustavi, Tsalenjikha and 

Chkhorotsku, that elected For Georgia member as a chair with the opposition’s 

backing (Civil.ge, February 14, 2022). 

7. Man Sentenced to 8 Years in Prison for Selling Heroin to Deceased 

Cameraman    

The Tbilisi City Court has ruled eight years of prison sentence for a man charged 

with selling heroin to Aleksandre Lashkarava, TV Pirveli cameraman a day before 

the latter’s death on July 11, 2021. Lashkarava, like dozens of his colleagues, was 

brutally assaulted by anti-gay mob during July 5 homophobic pogroms. 

The Prosecutor’s Office said on February 11 that the man, arrested on July 17, 2021, 

had sold two grams of street drug, known as Siretsi, containing 0.9256 grams of 

heroin to Lashkarava and eight others for GEL 500 on July 10. 

It also said that police had searched and seized a substance containing 9,4984 

grams of heroin from his apartment. 

The probe was conducted under Article 260(5/6a) of the Criminal Code of Georgia 

involving the illegal purchase, keeping, and selling of drugs or their analogs in 

especially large quantities (Civil.ge, February 14, 2022). 

8. Parliamentary committee supports PM-nominated candidates for 

heading Special Investigation Service 

The Committee on Legal Affairs of the Parliament of Georgia has expressed 

support for Emzar Gagnidze and Karlo Katsitadze, two candidates presented for 

the position of the Head of the Special Investigation Service by the prime minister, 

paving the way for the legislative body’s voting on their nomination. 

The two offices will succeed the State Inspector’s Service, an outspoken 

independent agency tasked with monitoring personal data protection and probing 

abuse of power, that GD abolished in a matter of a week in late December. 

35-year-old Karlo (Koka) Katsitadze has until now served as the Head of 

Department for Procedural Guidance over Investigation in the State Inspector at 

the Prosecutor’s Office at the Prosecutor’s Office. 

51-year-old Lela Janashvili, GD’s pick for the Personal Data Protection Service, 

works as Associate Professor of Law at Tbilisi State University. Janashvili holds PhD 

in Law from The Autonomous University of Barcelona. 

At the press briefing following the meeting of the parliamentary majority this 

evening, MP Mdinaradze hailed the merits of both Katsitadze and his competitor, 

fellow prosecutor Emzar Gagnidze. But he said Katsitadze was picked for his 

experience as the head of prosecutor’s department tasked with liaison with the 

outgoing State Inspector’s Service. 

As things stand, major opposition forces are not expected to endorse either 

candidates tomorrow. 

United National Movement MP Khatia Dekanoidze questioned the degree of 

independence Katsitadze would exercise in his new role, slamming him as “the real 

servant” of Irakli Shotadze, Prosecutor General (Agenda.ge, Civil.ge, February 14, 

2022). 
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9. Parliament Terminates Mandates of Three Opposition MPs, Former 

Speaker 

Georgian Dream-led Parliament today terminated the MP mandates of Lelo party’s 

Badri Japaridze, Labor chair Shalva Natelashvili, Droa leader Elene Khoshtaria and 

former Speaker Kakha Kuchava. 

GD lawmakers stripped Japaridze of his mandate as he was found guilty of fraud 

by the Tbilisi City Court in January in the controversial TBC Bank case. However, 

Japaridze walked free as the Court noted the statute of limitations on the crime 

had passed. 

Meanwhile, the Parliament revoked the credentials of Natelashvili and Khoshtaria 

over their absence from parliamentary sittings. The two were the last elected 

opposition MPs continuing to refuse to enter the Parliament following the boycott 

over the “rigged” 2020 elections, until Natelashvili announced on February 10 he 

would take up his mandate. Khoshtaria has not objected to the termination, 

however. 

Kuchava requested to have his powers terminated after resigning as Parliament 

Speaker in late December 2021. 

Following the development, the three opposition lawmakers cannot be replaced, 

as largely all opposition outfits annulled the rest of their party lists during the 

parliamentary boycott. 

Opposition, civil society criticism 

The GD lawmakers’ plan to move forward with terminating the mandates of 

Japaridze and Natelashvili had been widely criticized by the opposition and the 

civil society.  

Ahead of today’s sitting, United National Movement’s Khatia Dekanoidze had 

argued the ruling party aimed to bar the opposition outfits from garnering the 

necessary 50 votes to set up an investigative committee of the treatment of jailed 

ex-President Mikheil Saakashvili.  

Besides she called for the opposition outfits’ proportional lists to be reinstated so 

that “every [terminated] mandate returns to the opposition.”  

Meanwhile, Badri Japaridze argued the GD’s decision was a “continuation of the 

unfair political persecution” against him. 

Also on February 15, Girchi – New Political Center MP Iago Khvichia slammed the 

GD “for becoming cocky,” and argued that MPs are not entitled to take away their 

fellow colleagues’ mandates, “granted by the Georgian population.”  

Transparency International Georgia and International Society for Fair Elections and 

Democracy (ISFED), key local watchdogs argued on February 10 that the move may 

have been aimed at weakening the opposition and consequently at the ineffective 

exercise of their supervisory function of the Parliament. 

Touching upon the GD’s legal reasoning for the terminations, in Japaridze’s case 

the watchdogs argued that while the Constitution indicates conviction by court 

judgment as one of the reasons for early termination of powers, the “conviction 

alone does not constitute the grounds” for the revokement. Also, the CSOs noted 

that higher instance courts may overturn the ruling following appeals. 

They maintained that the Consitution merely mandates the Parliament to 

deliberate on the expediency of terminating an MP’s authority in this case, and to 

make the final call considering the interests of the country and the electorate 

(Civil.ge, February 15, 2022). 
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10. CEC Chair Re-Elected for Temporary Term 

The Georgian Dream-led Parliament today re-elected Giorgi Kalandarishvili with 

82 votes in favor and 2 against for a temporary six-month term as the chair of the 

Central Election Commission. 

In a previous vote on the same day, Kalandarishvili failed to garner the support of 

the 2/3 supermajority, that would have secured him a full term five-year 

appointment. His opponent, Giorgi Tevzadze meanwhile received 18 votes in favor 

and 30 against.  

The Parliament re-elected Maia Zaridze and Gia Tsatsashvili as members of the 

Central Election Commission for temporary sixth-month terms, with 80 and 78 

votes, after they also failed to receive the support of the 2/3 of the Parliament 

members in the previous vote. 

Kristine Kajaia, Levan Isakadze the other two contenders for the membership seats 

received two and zero votes. 

Kalandarishvili, Zaridze and Tsatsashvili had served at the positions temporarily 

since August 2021, as they did not garner the opposition’s support back then 

either (Civil.ge, February 15, 2022).   

11. Parliament Confirms Chiefs of Special Investigation, Personal Data 

Protection Agencies 

The Georgian Parliament has confirmed Karlo Katsitadze, 35, and Lela Janashvili, 

51, as the respective chiefs of the forthcoming Special Investigation and Personal 

Data Protection agencies. 

The bodies will replace from March the outspoken State Inspector’s Service which 

had combined the responsibilities of the two new offices, before GD abolished the 

agency in a matter of a week in late December. 

Katsitadze was elected to the post with 76 votes in favor and 1 against, while 

Janashvili received 77 votes in favor and 2 against. Their opponents, Emzar 

Gagnidze and Tamar Alpaidze, received six and four votes, respectively. 

The freshly elected Special Investigation Service chief, has until now served as the 

Head of Department for Procedural Guidance over Investigation in the State 

Inspector at the Prosecutor’s Office (Civil.ge, February 15, 2022). 

12. Ruling party rejects opposition calls to restore parliamentary 

proportional lists amid vote on suspending MPs 

The ruling Georgian Dream (GD) party has rejected calls made by opposition 

figures to restore proportional lists that would allow replacement of MPs whose 

status is being suspended in voting in the legislative body, with officials from the 

party pointing out to a past support for removal of the reserve lists by the 

opposition.  

GD member and Deputy Parliament Speaker Archil Talakvadze said the ruling party 

wouldn’t “correct the mistake” made by the opposition United National Movement 

(UNM), after the latter requested earlier today a restoration of reserve lists for 

parties, marking a U-turn on UNM’s 2020 opposition to the lists. 

Talakvadze pointed out the ruling party had tried to convince the opposition 

following the 2020 parliamentary elections not to abolish the lists, adding “we 

[tried to] persuade [UNM] it was a wrong political decision.” A majority of 

opposition parties supported removal of the lists in protest following the elections.  

UNM MP Khatia Dekanoidze stressed the importance of an “open discussion” 

around the prospect of restoring the proportional reserve lists “in order to return 
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to the Georgian citizens the mandate, which actually turned out to be political 

theft and nothing more.” (Civil.ge, February 15, 2022) 

13. Expelled MP Japaridze to run for Rustavi By-Elections 

The opposition Lelo party has named Badri Japaridze as the majoritarian 

candidate in Rustavi parliamentary by-elections of April 2, after he was stripped 

of his legislative mandate by the Georgian Dream-led Parliament yesterday. 

Japaridze on February 15 accused the GD party of political persecution and 

argued Lelo’s decision came in response to the “destructive move” by the 

governing party. 

The Lelo leader told government-critical Formula TV he hopes the other 

opposition outfits will back his candidacy, arguing the opposition must present a 

“united front” in the Rustavi by-elections. 

The biggest oppositional party UNM will not nominate the candidate in these 

elections by this expressing support towards Japaridze. The same position is 

shared by Strategy Aghmashenebeli, Girchi and other smaller political parties, 

except European Georgia and For Georgia. The latter two consider to participate 

in the by-elections.  

Leader of European Georgia, Giga Bokeria believes that participation in the 

elections is one of the main functions of the political parties and their involvement 

will increase interest towards the upcoming elections. 

For Georgia MP Ana Buchukuri, said on February 16 that while the former Prime 

Minister Giorgi Gakharia’s party was not going to nominate anyone in the 

upcoming polls, they also were not endorsing any of the candidates at this stage. 

“However, there is time before the elections, so let’s wait,” she added. 

Rustavi residents have to head to polls on April 2 to elect their representative to 

the Parliament after the seat was vacated by Georgian Dream’s Nino Latsabidze 

following her election as Rustavi Mayor in 2021 local polls (Civil.ge, TV Pirveli, 

February 16, 2022). 

14. EU Ambassador Reacts to Special Investigation, Personal Data 

Protection Appointments 

EU Ambassador Carl Hartzell today commented on the Georgian Parliament’s 

February 15 decisions to appoint the chiefs of the forthcoming Special 

Investigation and Personal Data Protection agencies which will replace the State 

Inspector’s Service, and to terminate the mandates of three opposition MPs. 

The diplomat stressed that while the EU has taken note of the appointments, it 

awaits the outcome of the appeal process in the Constitutional Court, where 

State Inspector Londa Toloraia has lodged a suit against the controversial 

dissolution of the Service. 

Ambassador Hartzell highlighted that the EU still fails to see “objective reasons 

for the unexpected and hasty dismantlement” of the Service by the Georgian 

Parliament, as well as the early termination of the mandate of State Inspector 

Toloraia. 

“Effective democratic oversight of the security sector and proper safeguarding of 

data protection remain Georgian commitments for which it will be held 

accountable,” the diplomat asserted. “It is essential for the European Union’s 

willingness and ability to support Georgia in key reform areas.” (Civil.ge, February 

16, 2022) 
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15. EU ambassador: suspension of MP status for opposition members 

arguably reduces pluralism, inclusiveness in parliament 

The suspension of MP status for three opposition members arguably reduces 

pluralism and inclusiveness in the Georgian parliament, European Union 

Ambassador to Georgia Carl Hartzell said on Wednesday in response to the 

decision passed by the legislative body. 

Making comments on some of the recent and often controversial developments 

of the local political scene, Hartzell said the parliament's decision to suspend 

member status for three opposition MPs would "arguably" reduce political 

inclusiveness and democratic pluralism in a legislative body. 

When it comes to the decision to terminate some opposition mandates, a political 

choice was made yesterday on the basis of principles that I will not debate," the 

ambassador noted. 

The Georgian parliament terminated MP status for Elene Khoshtaria, Shalva 

Natelashvili and Badri Japaridze yesterday, with the two former members 

suspended for missing all autumn sessions of the legislative body, and the decision 

for Japaridze stemming from his conviction of fraud in a case dating back to 2008. 

His sentence has been waived due to the statute of limitations (Agenda.ge, 

February 16, 2022). 

16. Kobakhidze Lashes Out at EU Ambassador 

Georgian Dream chair Irakli Kobakhidze has lashed out at EU Ambassador Carl 

Hartzell over the diplomat’s critical remarks on the governing party’s decisions to 

expel three opposition MPs from the Parliament, and to move on with 

appointments to the forthcoming Special Investigation and Personal Data 

Protection agencies. 

In an extended interview with Palitra News TV late on February 16, MP Kobakhidze 

argued none of the Ambassador’s statements were “fair and unbiased, and this is 

exactly why they are not interesting for us in this regard.” 

“Any unbiased assessment, including a critical one, would have been interesting 

for us,” the GD chair noted, adding the governing party “will naturally pay less 

attention” to statements that they perceive to be unfair or biased. 

The ruling party chair also criticized President Salome Zurabishvili, who said on 

February 15 that she disagreed with the termination of the opposition lawmakers’ 

legislative mandates. 

“Salome Zurabishvili is not the Parliament,” he remarked, going on to argue that 

anyone can voice their opinions over the GD MPs’ decisions but in the end, the 

legislature is “responsible for the decision.” 

Recalling the opposition boycott over “rigged” 2020 parliamentary elections, the 

GD leader claimed neither the President nor the EU Ambassador “could make sure 

that the [opposition’s] sabotage against the Parliament would be stopped.” 

“There were some calls that they [opposition MPs] should have entered the 

Parliament, but you remember that there were no necessarily strict statements,” 

he maintained, adding “everything that eventually happened was a result of this.” 

(Civil.ge, February 17, 2022) 

 COVID-19 

17. Garibashvili Claims Vaccine Inefficiency against Preventing Omicron 

Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili argued today that vaccines were not – “in many 

cases” – effective against preventing the Omicron strain, in an attempt to justify 
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his government’s recent controversial decision canceling the COVID green pass 

system some two months after its introduction. 

“At first, our task was to promote vaccination as it was a different thing with Delta 

strain and other variants. But in the case of Omicron, in very many cases, the 

vaccine does not work,” claimed the Prime Minister, adding: “that is, a vaccinated 

person gets infected like any other. My case is yet another example of that.” 

Noting that he caught Omicron despite having recovered from another strain last 

year and two jabs of Pfizer vaccine, he maintained that the Omicron “is present in 

very mild forms in the vast majority of cases.” 

Thus the Government changed its approach because “it no longer made sense to 

use this green pass,” PM Garibashvili stated (Civil.ge, February 14, 2022). 

18. Gov’t anticipates stabilization of epidemic situation in country by end 

of March 

The Georgian government expects the number of Covid-19 cases to decrease in 

the upcoming weeks and to see the general situation with the epidemic stabilise 

by the end of March, the country's prime minister Irakli Garibashvili said earlier 

today.  

“I do not want to make predictions in advance, but the [health] ministry has done 

the modelling and there is an expectation that in the next few weeks, the daily 

cases will decrease and we think by the end of March or by April, the situation will 

stabilise,” Garibashvili said (Agenda.ge, February 14, 2022). 

19. Nightclubs to Reopen in Georgia Starting March 

The Georgian Government announced today that it will allow nightclubs to reopen 

from March 5-6 at 60% of maximum capacity. 

The Inter-agency Coordination Council made the decision in light of the current 

epidemiological shift, as the number of COVID-19 infections began to come down 

after the peak of the Omicron variant spread, according to the Government’s 

statement. 

The nightclubs had remained barred from operating after Georgia declared the 

state of emergency in March 2020 and unveiled the first set of curbs amid the 

onset of the pandemic (Civil.ge, February 15, 2022). 

 Economy and Social Affairs 

20. Georgia’s Foreign Trade in January 2022 

Georgia’s foreign trade turnover in January 2022 increased by 41.1% compared to 

the same period last year, amounting to USD 1.1 billion, according to express data 

released by the National Statistics Office (Geostat) on February 14. 

Exports grew by 47.6% year-over-year to USD 331.3 million, while imports 

increased by 38.5%, reaching USD 778.1 million. Meanwhile, the trade deficit 

equaled USD 446.7 million, constituting 40.3% of the trade turnover in January 

2022 (Civil.ge, February 14, 2022). 

21. PM offers developer companies guaranteed construction orders to 

ensure 1-2% additional economic growth 

The Georgian government will offer developer companies on the Georgian market 

guaranteed construction orders to ensure 1-2 percent additional economic growth 

through attraction of new finances from banks for the developers. 

Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili said on Monday his government would propose 

to the companies “that they attract additional financial resources in the local 
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market from banks”, with the prospect of repaying the loans in instalments over 

the next three to five years, “with our guarantee”. 

Aimed at accelerating growth and improving public infrastructure, the initiative is 

projected by the PM’s economic team to bring in additional 1-2 percent of growth 

and “satisfy the interests of the state and citizens”. 

The move comes with Garibashvili’s statements on a need for “economic growth 

accelerators”, with the PM saying the initiative meant the government planned to 

invest an additional GEL 500 million ($170 million/€149 million) in 2022 as the 

minimum, with a prospect of “freely us[ing] up to 1 billion Lari.” (Civil.ge, February 

14, 2022) 

22. PM: medicines from Turkey to enter Georgian pharmacies in coming 

weeks 

The government’s initiative of ensuring importation of pharmacy drugs from 

Turkey to effect a general reduction of medicine prices in Georgia is set to 

commence in the coming weeks, with Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili also 

revealing additional means to strengthen competition on the market. 

In comments on Monday, Garibashvili once again condemned the high prices of 

medicines in Georgia - calling it a “great burden on our population” - adding the 

government “had to react” to the problem and had “found a solution easily” 

through the decision to ensure the importation of medical products from 

producers in Turkey. 

23. PM announces launch of large-scale public employment programme 

from March 

The government initiative of launching a previously announced employment 

programme that will replace social benefits with jobs for up to 200,000 citizens will 

commence on March 1, Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili announced at the 

government meeting on Monday.  

Garibashvili had revealed the initiative several weeks ago, with new details showing 

the programme will be led by the newly appointed economy minister Levan 

Davitashvili, and based on examples of European countries.  

Our main task is to overcome poverty and create job opportunities. We need to 

change social policies and we are well-aware that one way to tackle poverty is to 

create new jobs. Therefore, we must start an active employment policy this year,” 

the PM said in comments earlier today. 

Garibashvili explained the initiative would provide socially vulnerable citizens fit 

for work with jobs instead of the current social assistance, pointing out that over 

200,000 out of 600,000 citizens in the socially vulnerable category were able to 

work, but "do not participate in the economy and are demotivated to be employed 

legally." (Civil.ge, February 14, 2022) 

24. January 2022: money transfers to Georgia up 12.7% 

Remittances to Georgia from abroad hit $168.8 million in January 2022, a 12.7 

percent increase on the corresponding figure from January 2021, the National 

Bank of Georgia (NBG) announced on Tuesday. 

The largest remittance senders were in Italy ($33.33 million), Russia ($22.38 million) 

and the United States ($20.30 million), the data also showed (Agenda.ge, February 

15, 2022). 

25. International travelers spend $114 million in Georgia in January 
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Revenue from international travellers totalled $114 million in January 2022 in 

Georgia, an increase of about $104 million compared to January 2021 and a 

reduction of $79 million in comparison to January 2020, the Georgian National 

Tourism Administration revealed on Tuesday. 

Georgia received the largest amount of tourist income from travellers from the 

following countries: 

 Russia - $18,7 million 

 Ukraine - $14,2 million 

 Turkey - $12,8 million 

 Israel - $9,1 million 

 Saudi Arabia - $5,1 million 

 Armenia - $5 million 

 Azerbaijan - $4,9 million 

 Iran - $2,8 million 

 European countries - $13,6 million  

 Other countries - $27,9 million (Agenda.ge, February 15, 2022) 

26. German Airline Company to offer direct flights to Tbilisi 

German-based Condor airlines will start operating direct flights from Frankfurt to 

Tbilisi starting May 1 with twice-a-week flights, TAV Georgia, the company 

operating two airports in Georgia, has revealed. 

Condor flights will run on Thursdays and Sundays by Boeing 757 and Airbus 321 

aircraft, with the airline already offering ticket sales through its official website. 

Condor offers transit flights to around 90 destinations in Europe, Africa and North 

America. The company operates a fleet of over 50 aircraft.  

Two airlines - Lufthansa (Munich) and Eurowings (Dusseldorf, Stuttgart from July 

2022) - are currently operating flights from Germany to Tbilisi International Airport. 

Georgian Airways is also planning to resume flights to Berlin during the summer 

airline season (Agenda.ge, February 16, 2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

27. Abkhaz Top Diplomat Continues Moscow Visit 

Chief Abkhaz diplomat Inal Ardzinba, having kick-started his visit to Moscow on 

February 8, has held meetings with the State Secretary of the Union State of Russia 

and Belarus, Dmitry Mezentsev, and the head of Rossotrudnichestvo, Yevgeny 

Primakov, among others. 

At the meeting with Mezentsev on February 10, the sides discussed the 

“integration processes in the post-Soviet space” as well as the importance of 

expanding humanitarian, economic, and investment ties, Kremlin-backed Abkhaz 

“foreign ministry” said.  

It also noted that Ardzinba and Primakov, the head of Federal Agency for the CIS 

Affairs, Compatriots Living Abroad, and International Humanitarian Cooperation, 

commonly known as Rossotrudnichestvo, agreed to significantly increase joint 

activities, expand support for youth in Abkhazia, and carry out “joint informational 

projects.” (Civil.ge, February 14, 2022)   

28. Abkhaz Diplomat Meets Russian Deputy FM, RT’s Simonyan 

Chief Abkhaz diplomat Inal Ardzinba has continued the visit to Moscow, holding 

meetings with Deputy Russian Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov and Margarita 

Simonyan, the Editor-in-Chief of Rossiya Segodnya, Sputnik as well as RT, 

regarded as Kremlin’s principal international propaganda mouthpiece. 
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Ardzinba met Deputy FM Bogdanov, who also serves as the Russian President’s 

Special Representative for the Middle East and Africa, on February 14. The 

Russian Foreign Ministry (MID) stated the sides discussed developing ties with 

countries of the said regions. 

Meanwhile, on February 16, Ardzinba and the chief editor of Russian state-

controlled media outlets talked about the upcoming opening of a media center 

of the Abkhaz “foreign ministry.” 

Ardzinba’s press office reported that the two discussed collaboration between 

the media center and Russian news outlets, as well as “strengthening the 

information policy and formation of a positive image of” the occupied region. 

The “foreign ministry” stated the media center is set to function with the support 

of MID’s Information and Press Department as well as Russian media outlets 

(Civil.ge, February 16, 2022). 

29. Stroke Victim, Released from Tskhinvali Custody, Dies in Tbilisi Clinic 

Genadi Bestaev, Georgian citizen who had suffered a stroke in occupied Tskhinvali 

custody, has died in a clinic in Tbilisi after three months of treatment following his 

release and transfer to the Georgian capital, the State Security Service confirmed 

to Civil.ge today. 

Following two-year-long arbitrary detention, Bestaev was transferred to Georgia 

proper on November 16, after receiving a pardon from Kremlin-backed leader 

Anatoly Bibilov amid a rapid deterioration in his health. 

Bestaev remained in critical condition until his passing, according to Georgian 

media reports. 

Russian occupation forces arbitrarily detained Bestaev across the dividing line near 

Khelchua village, for “illegally crossing the state border” and “illegal drug 

smuggling” in November 2019. A native of village Zardiantkari of Gori Municipality, 

he was subsequently sentenced to three years in Tskhinvali prison in March 2021. 

Marek Szczygieł, Head of European Union Monitoring Mission in Georgia 

expressed on February 16 his condolences to Bestaev’s family (Civil.ge, February 

16, 2022). 

30. EU Special Representative Meets Georgian Reconciliation Minister 

Toivo Klaar, European Union Special Representative for the South Caucasus and 

the Crisis in Georgia, today held a meeting with Reconciliation Minister Tea 

Akhvlediani in Tbilisi. 

The Minister said their conversation revolved around “the difficult social, 

humanitarian and rights situation” in Russian-occupied Abkhazia and Tskhinvali 

Region/South Ossetia and, in particular, in the Ethnic Georgian-majority Akhalgori 

district. 

The two officials also underscored the need of continuing joint efforts to secure 

the immediate release of seven Georgian citizens arbitrarily detained by Kremlin-

backed authorities in Sokhumi and Tskhinvali, according to Minister Akhvlediani. 

They further discussed plans for joint actions to make “substantial progress in 

reconciling the societies divided by war” in Georgia proper and occupied regions, 

per the Reconciliation Minister’s account (Civil.ge, February 16, 2022). 

Security & Foreign Policy 
31. Georgian embassy, consulates in Ukraine switch to emergency mode 

The Embassy of Georgia to Ukraine and the Georgian consulates in the Ukrainian 

cities of Odessa and Donetsk have switched to an emergency working mode due 
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to a "high risk of further escalation in Ukraine," the Georgian foreign ministry 

announced earlier today. 

The ministry said it closely monitored the ongoing processes in Ukraine and 

remained in contact with its colleagues from the country. 

“We call on the Georgian citizens [in Ukraine] to keep in contact with the Georgian 

embassy [to Ukraine] in order to receive operative information, as well as to get 

logistic and informational support in case they decide to leave the Ukrainian 

territory," the ministry said (Agenda.ge, February 12, 2022). 

32. Ruling party head: we will do everything to ensure safety of our 

citizens in Ukraine 

Ruling Georgian Dream (GD) party head Irakli Kobakhidze has expressed his 

concern over the latest developments in Ukraine, pointing out that the Georgian 

government will ensure the safety of their citizens in Ukraine. 

Kobakhidze said that Georgia would like to contribute to a prevention of war in 

Ukraine, which, he noted, "is not easy." 

“We will make any decision, be it a visit or a statement, based on the developments 

[in Ukraine]. We have issued a very vocal statement with the resolution regarding 

the current events in Ukraine," the GD head explained (Agenda.ge, February 13, 

2022). 

33. EU-Georgia Parliamentary Association Committee Holds Tenth 

Meeting 

Members of the European and Georgian Parliament gathered for the tenth session 

of the EU-Georgia Parliamentary Association Committee in Brussels on February 

10. 

The Association Committee, which keeps track of the implementation of the EU-

Georgia Association Agreement, was co-chaired by MEP Marina Kaljurand (S&D, 

Estonia), Chair of European Parliament’s Delegation for relations with the South 

Caucasus, and Maka Bochorishvili, Chair of Georgia’s Parliamentary European 

Integration Committee. 

The meeting was also attended by MEPs, Georgian Dream and opposition 

lawmakers, as well as Reconciliation Minister Tea Akhvlediani and Deputy Foreign 

Ministers Lasha Darsalia and Teimuraz Janjalia. 

MEP Kaljurand’s statement   

MEP Kaljurand stated on February 14 that while the European lawmakers 

welcomed the Georgian authorities’ commitment to “further harmonize” 

legislation with the EU, “the situation could still be improved when it comes to 

certain areas, including the accountability of law enforcement agencies, the 

independence of the judiciary and the fight against the discrimination of 

vulnerable groups and minorities.” 

Namely, she said the MEPs during the meeting raised concerns over “the 

shortcomings of the 2020 legislative elections and 2021 municipal elections as 

listed in the OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission reports; the continued 

appointments of Supreme Court judges; the recent reform of the Common Courts; 

the hasty abolition of the State Inspector’s Service; and the slow progress on the 

Constitutional reform.” 

Georgian delegation’s Statements 

The Parliament stated on February 11 that the Co-Chair of the meeting, Maka 

Bochorishvili, underscored the need to establish new formats of cooperation to 
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deepen Georgia’s integration into the EU, including by facilitating expert and 

political dialogue.  

She said this became evident after Georgia announced its 2024 EU membership 

application bid, and also argued the country on its part continues to carry out the 

necessary reforms for EU rapprochement.  

Meanwhile, Reconciliation Minister Tea Akhvlediani reviewed the humanitarian 

and human rights situation in the occupied regions, touching upon ethnic 

discrimination, restrictions on freedom of movement, installment of barbed wire 

fences and other barriers and restrictions on the access to education in the 

Georgian language. 

The Reconciliation Ministry reported on February 11 that she stressed the 

importance of the EU’s efforts to secure the release of arbitrarily detained 

Georgian citizens and highlighted the need to bring the perpetrators to justice in 

the deaths of Davit Basharuli, Giga Otkhozoria, Archil Tatunashvili and Irakli 

Kvaratskhelia (Civil.ge, February 15, 2022). 

34. Georgian PM, FM Hold Phone Talks with Azerbaijani Counterparts 

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili and Deputy PM, Foreign Minister David 

Zalkaliani held phone conversations with their respective Azerbaijani counterparts 

Ali Asadov and Jeyhun Bayramov on February 14.  

The Prime Ministers discussed the strategic partnership between the two countries 

and expressed readiness to further develop and deepen the existing ties, the 

Georgian Government’s press service reported. The sides also paid attention to 

joint Georgian-Azerbaijani projects of regional importance during the talk. 

The press service of Azerbaijan’s Cabinet of Ministers reported that PM Asadov on 

his part also expressed concern and solidarity over the 6.2 ML earthquake that hit 

the village of Sameba in Georgia’s southern region of Samtskhe-Javakheti late on 

February 13. 

Meanwhile, the Foreign Ministers in their conversation discussed regional 

developments, exchanged information on the situation in Georgia and Azerbaijan, 

and touched upon bilateral cooperation (Civil.ge, February 15, 2022). 

35. EU Special Representative Klaar Meets Georgian FM 

Toivo Klaar, European Union Special Representative for the South Caucasus and 

the crisis in Georgia today met Foreign Minister David Zalkaliani in Tbilisi. 

The two officials discussed the regional security environment and Russia’s actions 

taken against the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia and Ukraine, 

according to the Georgian Foreign Ministry’s press release. 

The conversation focused on Moscow’s actions toward “de-facto annexation” of 

the regions, militarization, fortification of the occupation line with barbed wires 

and artificial barriers and human rights abuses, per the Foreign Ministry. 

They also discussed restrictions on the freedom of movement and arbitrary 

detentions of Georgian citizens by the Russian occupying forces, as well as 

highlighted the need for Russia to fulfill its international obligations, including the 

August 12, 2008 ceasefire agreement (Civil.ge, February 15, 2022). 

36. Georgia Condemns Duma’s Appeal for Donetsk, Luhansk 

Independence 

Georgia’s Deputy Prime Minister, Foreign Minister David Zalkaliani condemned 

today the Russian State Duma’s February 15 appeal to President Vladimir Putin to 
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recognize the independence of Moscow-backed self-proclaimed entities of 

Donetsk and Luhansk. 

The top Georgian diplomat dubbed the Duma appeal “particularly alarming” and 

“categorically unacceptable,” going on to stress that if Moscow moves to 

recognize the independence of the entities “it will further add to the existing 

severe situation and threaten the international treaties which Ukraine is a signatory 

of alongside international partners.”  

During his address to the reception at the Ukrainian Embassy in Tbilisi marking the 

Day of Unity declared by President Volodymyr Zelenskyy amid fears of Russian 

invasion, FM Zalkaliani also expressed concern over the “large-scale military 

mobilization near the borders of Ukraine.” 

Recalling “Russian aggression in 2008, which resulted in the occupation of a large 

part of Georgian territories and recognition by the Russian Federation,” the top 

diplomat highlighted that Ukraine “is going through the same ordeal today.”  

In his speech, FM Zalkaliani also stressed that Russia’s “disregard of fundamental 

principles of international law” has threatened the European security architecture 

as a whole (Civil.ge, February 16, 2022).    

37. On Unity Day, Ukraine Receives Georgian Letters of Support 

Georgian leaders have taken to Twitter to mark Ukraine’s Day of National Unity on 

February 16, declared by President Zelenskyy amid fears of Russian invasion. 

“For Georgia as a country with its own territories occupied, Ukraine’s [Day of 

National Unity] is particularly significant in face of the current difficult challenges,” 

tweeted President of Georgia Salome Zurabishvili. 

“We [stand with Ukraine],” President Zurabishvili noted. 

Parliament Speaker Shalva Papuashvili tweeted: “In these difficult times, I would 

like to express my support to our Ukrainian brothers and sisters. We [stand with 

Ukraine].” 

Deputy PM, Foreign Minister David Zalkaliani, who visited the Ukrainian Embassy 

in Tbilisi on the occasion, also wrote on Twitter: “We once again reiterate our 

solidarity and strong support to the brotherly Ukrainian people in the fight for 

freedom. 

“We always stand by your side because we know well the price of freedom and 

the struggle for it,” chief Georgian diplomat added. 

Also today, Tbilisi TV tower was lit up in Ukrainian blue and gold colors. 

38. Ukrainian president thanks Georgian counterpart for support on 

Ukraine's Day of Unity 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has expressed his gratitude to Georgian 

President Salome Zurabishvili for support on the Day of Unity of Ukraine 

celebrated today. 

President Zurabishvili reaffirmed her support for Ukraine on twitter, pointing out 

that Ukraine's Day of Unity is "particularly significant" for Georgia, as both 

countries are facing the occupation of their territories. 

In response, President Zelensky thanked President Zurabishvili in Georgian. 

“I am grateful for Georgian President Salome Zurabishvili's support and Ukraine's 

unity. We appreciate it! With friends and partners, we strengthen Ukraine," 

Zelensky wrote (Agenda.ge, February 16, 2022). 

39. Georgian, Czech Defense Ministers Meet in Brussels 
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Defense Minister Juansher Burchuladze met today with his Czech counterpart, Jana 

Černochová, at the fringes of the NATO Defense Ministerial held in Brussels on 

February 16-17. 

The Ministers discussed bilateral defense cooperation, including military industry, 

as well as the Black Sea regional security and stability and Georgia’s progress on 

its path of NATO and EU integration, according to the Georgian Ministry’s press 

release. 

The officials emphasized the need to deepen collaboration in bilateral and 

multilateral formats, and also signed a 2022 plan for cooperation between the 

Ministries. 

The Defense Ministry also signed today with the Lithuanian Defense Ministry 

delegation a 2022 cooperation plan as well as a memorandum on cooperation 

with the Kaunas Cyber Defense Center to tackle hybrid threats. The latter also 

includes the U.S. and Ukraine, according to the Georgian Defense Ministry (Civil.ge, 

February 16, 2022). 

 


