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 Political Developments 

1. In Quotes: Opposition Reacts to Ukraine Recalling Ambassador from 

Tbilisi 

MP Levan Khabeishvili, United National Movement, to Georgian Dream 

lawmakers: “It is a total catastrophe, whatever is happening right now… Name any 

other country, except for Russia and Belarus, from where war-ridden Ukraine recalled 

its Ambassador… Today, instead of condemning [Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili’s] 

remarks, you tried to cover for him… Do you think that anyone needs a reason to 

invade [Georgia]? [Russian President Vladimir] Putin does not need a reason. And 

when we are left alone, excluded from the civilized world, and he invades, then we are 

really in trouble.” 

MP Salome Samadashvili, Lelo: “Ukraine made an unprecedented decision… I would 

like to explain to the public what the decision means in the language of diplomacy. It 

means that the Government of Ukraine considers that the Georgian Government, with 

its politics, is not only not helping Ukraine, but is aiding Russian intervention and 

implementation of war objectives, which is to abolish Ukraine’s statehood.” 

MP Khatuna Samnidze, Republican Party, to GD lawmakers: “The Ukrainian 

ambassador was recalled because your Prime Minister made pro-Russian statements. 

Your Prime Minister blocked the path for our volunteers and did not even make 

explanations… [PM Irakli Garibashvili] openly, directly says that no one can end the 

war, sanctions do not work.” 

Elene Khoshtaria, Droa: “Today the whole world stands on the kind side of the truth. 

Only two states in the world, Russia and Belarus, are on the side of evil. Today, Georgia 

joined their ranks… Offending our society, a completely illegitimate government has 

declared that we will not even send doctors to the front line. In Ukraine, children, 

women are dying… Medical aid, volunteers arriving there, are of critical importance.” 

(Civil.ge, March 2, 2022) 

2. ‘Double Standard’ – Kobakhidze Slams Kyiv’s Ambassador Move 

Georgian Dream chairperson Irakli Kobakhidze has evaluated Ukrainian authorities’ 

decision to recall ambassador from Tbilisi as a “double standard that shall, naturally, 

have an explanation.” 

MP Kobakhidze said today Georgia was not the only nation to refuse either joining 

the sanctions against Russia or the involvement in sending volunteer fighters to 

Ukraine, hence these reasons could not have explained Kyiv’s decision. 

He said Moldova, Turkey, Azerbaijan, and Israel also refused sanctions against Russia, 

while Poland and the UK refused to participate in sending volunteer fighters in 

Ukraine, but Ukraine refrained from recalling ambassadors from these countries 

(Civil.ge, March 3, 2022). 

3. Ruling party Executive Secretary: “radical opposition” running 

“powerful information war” against Gov’t, own country 

The “radical opposition” in Georgia has “unleashed a powerful information war against 

the Georgian Government and its own country”, Mamuka Mdinaradze, the Executive 

Secretary of the ruling Georgian Dream (GD) party, told a briefing on Wednesday. 

In his comments, Mdinaradze said an “information war” in Georgia had involved 

“absolutely all media and party assets of the radical opposition, with full resources” in 
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the wake of Russia's open aggression against Ukraine, and accused them of running 

a “harmful campaign in several directions”.  

The Georgian politician provided an example of the “agitation” regarding an alleged 

increase of immigration of Russian citizens to Georgia following the outbreak of the 

armed conflict in Ukraine and subsequent international sanctions on Russia, which he 

said had “turned out to be absolutely unfounded and deliberately created”. 

Mdinaradze’s comments follow the statement on the subject by Vakhtang Gomelauri, 

the Interior Minister of Georgia, who on Wednesday said about 20,000 Russian 

citizens had entered Georgia since February 24, compared to 40,000 in the same 

period in 2019 (Agenda.ge, March 9, 2022). 

4. Man charged for murdering Australian citizen Shanae Brooke sentenced 

to 20 years 

Rafael Mursakulov, a man charged for the murder of Australian citizen Shanae Brooke 

Edwards last year in Tbilisi, was found guilty and sentenced to 20 years in prison by 

Tbilisi City Court on Wednesday. 

The Prosecutor’s Office of Georgia said Brooke Edwards had been stabbed 13 times 

with a knife, including five cuts in the throat area. Prosecutor Giorgi Kobuladze 

explained that after committing the murder, Mursakulov covered Brooke Edwards’ 

body with leaves in an attempt to hide it. 

Tyson Edwards, the brother of the deceased, attended the trial and said his family 

requested a life sentence for the accused. 

Mursakulov apologized to the victim’s brother, saying he “wasn’t that kind of person, 

just got into that situation.” (Agenda.ge, March 9, 2022) 

 COVID-19 

5. NCDC head: Covid peak over, sixth pandemic wave hasn’t ended 

Gamkrelidze, the Head of the National Center for Disease Control (NCDC) said on 

Sunday. 

Gamkrelidze said daily confirmed cases varied between 1500-3000, with an overall 

decrease in the numbers. The health professional also noted an improvement in the 

overall pandemic situation “in a slow manner”, a tendency he said would continue 

throughout March. 

The reproductive index of the virus has [...] decreased, which gives hope. The severe 

indicator of the death rates has also been decreasing,” the NCDC Head added. 

However, Gamkrelidze called on the public to keep following safety measures related 

to the virus (Agenda.ge, March 6, 2022). 

 Economy and Social Affairs 

6. Annual Inflation at 13.7% in February 

Georgia’s annual inflation rate stood at 13.7% in February, the National Statistics 

Office (Geostat) reported today. On a monthly basis, meanwhile, consumer prices 

increased by 0.9%. 

The annual inflation rate was primarily driven by price changes in housing, water, 

electricity, gas and other fuels (45.8% increase); food and non-alcoholic beverages 

(17.3% increase); transport (14.5% increase). 

The monthly inflation rate was primarily driven by price changes in cloothing and 

footwear (4.1% increase); food and non-alcoholic beverages (2.1% increase); alcoholic 

beverages and tobacco (1.3% increase); transport (1% increase) (Civil.ge, March 2, 

2022). 

7. Georgia’s Economic Dependence on Russia Increased in 2021, Report 

Says 
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A new report by Transparency International Georgia, a local watchdog, says Georgia’s 

economic dependence on Russia increased in 2021 following the COVID-19 

pandemic-related downturn of 2020. 

The report, issued today, says however that the dependency has not fully reached pre-

pandemic levels due to the persistence of the decline in tourism. 

Still, TI Georgia warns that Georgia’s links with Russia including in trade, tourism and 

remittances “carry a risk for the country.” 

Specifically, the report says Georgia earned about USD 1.3 billion from exports to, and 

remittances and tourist inflow from Russia, amounting to 6.7% of the country’s GDP 

in 2021 (Civil.ge, March 2, 2022). 

8. Sanctioned VTB Bank Georgia Offloads SME Debt, Deposits 

Georgian branch of Russian state-owned VTB Bank will offload deposits and debt 

portfolio of small and medium enterprises to Liberty Bank, the National Bank of 

Georgia said yesterday. 

The Georgian central bank announced the transfer will take place gradually, starting 

from March 3. 

Vasil Khodeli, General Director of the Liberty Bank, has stated the company is also 

willing to hire VTB Bank employees who worked on the SME portfolio. 

Liberty Bank is the third-largest commercial bank in Georgia, following TBC and Bank 

of Georgia. It holds GEL 3 billion (USD 930 million) in assets. 

The transfer comes as the VTB Bank has been hit with Western sanctions over Russia’s 

war against Ukraine. 

While Tbilisi has not imposed its own sanctions on Russia, the National Bank of 

Georgia acted in compliance with the Western sanctions to bar VTB Bank from making 

transactions in U.S. Dollars, British Pounds and Euros, among other currencies (Civil.ge, 

March 4, 2022). 

9. Calls Mount to Nationalize Russian-Owned Strategic Assets 

Khma (the voice), a prominent left-wing movement in Georgia, has demanded to 

nationalize strategic assets owned by the Russian state or Kremlin-affiliated oligarchs 

and to diversify import sources. 

The movement said these strategic assets include “the most important part of the 

energy sector, mineral deposits, mineral waters and other vital resources and assets 

for the population of Georgia.” 

The group also noted that wheat, flour and other key products are “entirely” imported 

from Russia. “This kind of reckless capitulation of our economy is the result of the 

ineptitude of current and past business elites,” it said. 

Khma argued that while such a situation allows some officials and businessmen to 

enrich themselves, for Georgian citizens, in the current geopolitical environment, it 

has led to an increased cost of living. 

Pointing at Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the movement noted that the 

dependency on Russia is “not only an issue of ethics, but of national security.” 

“Georgia, like Ukraine, is facing constant aggression from the peripheral empire in our 

region – [Vladimir] Putin’s Russia,” it noted, adding that “Russian leverages on the 

post-Soviet space include both direct military aggression and economic influence.” 

Meanwhile, the group also argued, “the Georgian people, inadvertently, with the daily 

consumption of vital [Russian] products or service, are indirectly financing the missiles 

and bullets fired by Putin’s troops at Ukrainian cities and populations.” (Civil.ge, March 

4, 2022) 

10. Russia Allows Georgian Dairy Import 
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Russia’s Veterinary and Phytosanitary Supervision agency Rosselkhoznadzor has 

permitted 15 Georgian companies to supply milk and dairy products to Russia, RIA 

Novosti reported. 

The Russian state-owned news agency cited Rosselkhoznadzor’s Yulia Melano as 

saying that the companies are included into the register of companies that will enjoy 

the right to deliver their production to the Eurasian Economic Union. 

She also said reportedly that the decision was made after the negotiations between 

the Head of Rosselkhoznadzor Sergey Dankvert and the Head of the National Agency 

of Food of the Georgian Ministry of Agriculture, Zurab Chekurashvili. 

The Russian regulator also lifted restrictions on deliveries of various products from 

Turkey, China, Moldova, Serbia, Belarus and Azerbaijan, RIA Novosti wrote. 

The move comes as Russia was hit by international sanctions over full-scale invasion 

of Ukraine, ongoing since February 24 (Civil.ge, March 5, 2022). 

11. Georgian Officials on Russia’s Dairy Import Permit 

Georgian officials have seemingly refused to distance from Moscow’s decision to 

allow Georgian dairy import, defying Kyiv’s calls. 

Agriculture, Economy Ministers Respond 

“This is an opportunity for our companies to plan more production, work to their full 

capacity, and have specific plans in the longer term,” Agriculture Minister Otar 

Shamugia told reporters today.   

The Agriculture Minister said the permit was a result of Georgia’s effort to diversify 

the export market for Georgian producers. 

But the official said the Ministry-run National Food Agency kicked the process off in 

2020, “on the basis of an address of specific companies.” 

Minister Shamugia said Tbilisi had not initiated any “communication [with Moscow] 

after that, apart from the preparation and delivery of the documents that were 

required for this process.” 

Grilled by a reporter over reported negotiations between the Heads of Russia’s 

Veterinary and Phytosanitary Supervision Agency and Georgia’s National Agency of 

Food, Sergey Dankvert, and Zurab Chekurashvili, the Agriculture Minister said the 

communication took place “a few months ago” with Russia’s initiative. 

Economy Minister Levan Davitashvili, who was the Agriculture Minister in 2020, 

argued the “fuss” over the issue was “probably due to lack of information.” 

Minister Davitashvili stressed that Tbilisi had not addressed Moscow during the war 

in Ukraine, and it was the Georgian companies that had directly appealed to the 

Russian regulator back in 2020. 

GD’s Executive Secretary Reacts 

Meanwhile, Executive Secretary of the Georgian Dream, Mamuka Mdinaradze stressed 

that the permit “cannot generate any excess exports of Georgian dairy products to 

Russia,” arguing that local producers are unable to even meet the domestic demand. 

“Against the backdrop of our special attitude and relevant political and humanitarian 

support to Ukraine, separate negative statements by Ukrainian officials are even more 

regrettable,” said the GD leader, commenting on the criticism from Kyiv. 

“During all these past years, Georgia maintained trade relations with Russia, just like 

Ukraine, for which Russia remained the main trading partner up until the first day of 

the war,” MP Mdinaradze noted (Civil.ge, March 7, 2022). 

12. Central Bank Sells USD 40 Mln as Lari Drops 

The National Bank Georgia offered USD 50 million on the foreign exchange auctions 

on March 9, of which USD 39,570,000 were sold. 
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The move came as Georgian national currency Lari has plummeted against USD again, 

in a trend that began since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on February 24. 

According to the central bank, the weighted average was GEL 3.3947 per USD. The 

official exchange rate now stands at 3.4019. 

On March 7, Lari was trading at 3.2744 per USD, while the rate stood at 3.0162 on 

February 24 (Civil.ge, March 9, 2022). 

13. Economy Minister: depreciation of Georgian lari mainly caused by 

“emotional factors” 

Macroeconomic parameters in Georgia are “very healthy and stable” and depreciation 

of the Georgian lari exchange rate is mainly caused by “emotional factors,” Georgian 

Economy Minister Levan Davitashvili said on Tuesday.  

In an interview with Imedi TV channel, the high official also noted there were no 

“objective” grounds for the depreciation of the national currency, saying ongoing 

political processes in the country and “agitation created around the national currency” 

were contributing to the devaluation. 

Davitashvili called on the Georgian public not to panic regarding the exchange rate, 

assuring citizens the macroeconomic parameters in the country’s economy were solid 

(Agenda.ge, March 9, 2022). 

14. Agriculture Minister: no shortage in stocks of food, primary consumer 

goods in Georgia 

Georgian Agriculture Minister Otar Shamugia has said no shortage in stocks of food 

and primary consumer goods is observed in Georgia following the outbreak of 

hostilities in Ukraine last month, stressing the importance of maintaining a “stable 

supply” of products in the market and avoiding “unreasonable price increases”. 

Shamugia made the comment during his meeting with representatives of large trade 

networks and companies importing food and other products to Georgia on 

Wednesday, where he emphasised the significance of the state’s involvement in the 

process with its support of “required fields” and “special responsibility” of business. 

The Minister said the sides involved in the meeting had agreed to work “in maximum 

coordination with importers and suppliers.” 

Iva Chkhonia, the Head of the Georgian Distributors Association, noted obstructions 

in deliveries in the trade network due to “excessive purchase” of the products by the 

population, which he described as “artificially leading to shortage.” (Agenda.ge, March 

9, 2022) 

15. National Bank: commercial banks, card processing systems not 

cooperating with Russian payment system Mir 

Commercial banks and card processing systems operating in Georgia are not in 

cooperation with the Russian payment system Mir, the National Bank of Georgia said 

on Wednesday. 

Operations in the Mir platform do not concern the Georgian financial system, the 

central bank said, adding the payment system of Mir cooperated with the de-facto 

authorities in Georgia’s Russian-occupied region of Abkhazia, which may violate the 

Georgian Law on the Occupied Territories. 

“The National Bank of Georgia has always operated and continues to operate in full 

compliance with the standards set by international resolutions, the National Bank’s 

statement says. 

Georgian Airways were earlier reported to have used the Mir paying system, which 

was designed to avoid international sanctions imposed on Russia following the 

Kremlin’s invasion in Ukraine last month (Agenda.ge, March 9, 2022). 
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16. Economy Minister: no need to stock up on food supplies, logistics 

working 

There is no need for Georgian citizens to stock up on food products as supply lines 

are working, Levan Davitashvili, the Georgian Economy Minister, has told the public 

amid claims the country might be facing a shortage due to the war in Ukraine. 

Davitashvili emphasised Georgia “always” has supplies of various products, claiming 

certain current shortages in markets could be explained by panic buying. 

The economy minister also said “there always are alternatives” for the Government 

with various countries interested in exporting products (Agenda.ge, March 9, 2022). 

17. FM Zalkaliani: US-Georgia free trade agreement would benefit both 

countries 

A US-Georgia free trade agreement (FTA) would have a net positive effect for both 

countries, Georgian Foreign Minister David Zalkaliani told Brock Bierman, an opinion 

contributor for the American newspaper The Hill. 

Bierman recently published an article entitled “Give Georgia a free trade agreement,” 

in which he called for considering building “resilience in countries under threat [...] 

particularly in Georgia,” 20 percent of which is occupied by Russia. 

“Now is the exact time for the US to take a specific concrete action that will help 

Georgia build a stronger economy: establish a bilateral free trade agreement,” 

Bierman wrote (Agenda.ge, March 9, 2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

18. Abkhazia: Commanding Officers, Military Offices Test Mobilization 

Russian-occupied Abkhazia’s “defense ministry” said it is holding on March 1-2 an 

unscheduled training with the management and commanding officers of the reserves 

in the operational direction “East” and its replenishing military mobilization offices. 

“The purpose of the exercise is to check the readiness of the reserve formations of the 

operational direction ‘East’ to perform combat tasks in a standard wartime 

organization,” it noted. 

The deputy Abkhaz “defense minister’ Lizbert Potshor-Oghly said the training would 

help determine “the actual level of manning of personnel and equipment and to 

inform the command staff about the tasks of the military and political leadership” of 

Abkhazia against the background of the current international situation. Note, the 

eastern parts of the occupied region borders the remaining Georgia (Civil.ge, March 

2, 2022). 

19. 105th IPRM Meeting Held in Ergneti 

The 105th Incident Prevention and Response Mechanisms (IPRM) meeting took place 

today in Ergneti village near the occupation line of Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia. 

The EU Monitoring Mission (EUMM), co-facilitating the meeting together with the 

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), said the parties 

primarily focused on ongoing arbitrary detention cases, “borderization” and the 

situation in the Chorchana-Tsnelisi area. 

The participants also discussed the impact protracted closures of crossing points and 

the COVID-19 pandemic had on local communities. 

According to the statement, Head of the EUMM, Ambassador Marek Szczygieł urged 

the participants to refrain from actions that might negatively affect the stability and 

security along the dividing line “in the current geopolitical situation.” 

He also encouraged the sides to use the EUMM-operated hotline to address concerns 

and provide early warnings about planned activities. 
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Special Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office for the South Caucasus, 

Ambassador Viorel Moşanu, on his part, urged the sides to pay attention to improving 

the everyday lives of the local population (Civil.ge, March 4, 2022). 

Security & Foreign Policy 
20. Georgia’s President: Western Integration Inscribed in the Hearts of 

Georgians 

In her interview with France 24, President Salome Zurabishvili has discussed the 

determination of the Georgian people to join the EU and NATO, distanced herself 

from PM Irakli Garibashvili’s statements on Russia sanctions and endorsed President 

Zelenskyy’s bid for immediate EU membership for Ukraine. 

The President of Georgia told the French broadcaster on March 1 that Russia cannot 

derail neither Georgia, not Ukraine from the western integration path. 

Asked whether Russia’s invasion of Ukraine — preceded by Russian pretext of NATO 

expansion worries — could change Georgia’s western integration goals, she 

responded that “Georgia has been invaded and occupied 14 years ago.” 

“And not only 14 years ago, that’s the fourth time that Georgia was invaded by 

different Russias and it has never changed the determination of the Georgian people 

to join Europe and NATO.” 

“The Euro-Atlantic integration is inscribed in our constitution, but it’s also inscribed in 

the hearts of people which feel in a way they are more Europeans than Europeans 

sometimes,” she continued (Civil.ge, March 2, 2022). 

21. Georgia’s President Scolds Foreign Ministry 

President Salome Zurabishvili has scolded the Foreign Ministry over listing her 

administration’s display of Ukrainian flag among Georgia’s supportive steps to Kyiv. 

“The support by the Georgian President is not expressed with the display of flags, but 

in her unequivocal statements,” Zurabishvili retorted on Facebook. 

“My visit to Paris and Brussels today is serving this [to show this support],” she added. 

Georgia’s Foreign Ministry made photo posters, listing Georgia’s steps to support 

Ukraine, after Kyiv recalled its Ambassador from Tbilisi earlier on March 1. President 

Zelenskyy said the Georgian Government’s abrupt refusal of Russia sanctions and not 

allowing private charter to fly out Georgian volunteer fighters to Ukraine was 

“immoral.” (Civil.ge, March 2, 2022) 

22. Georgia to Apply for EU Membership Immediately 

Ruling Georgian Dream party chair Irakli Kobakhidze has announced Georgia will file 

for the EU membership tomorrow, following the suit of Ukraine. 

“We call on the EU bodies to review our application in an emergency manner and to 

make the decision to grant Georgia the status of an EU membership candidate,” MP 

Kobakhidze said in a special briefing on March 2 evening. 

He said the Georgian Dream made a political decision “considering the overall 

political context and the new reality, based on consultations with the party’s political 

council members and first of all, the Prime Minister.” 

“Filing a strong application in 2024, backed by new reforms, as it was envisaged by 

the Georgian Dream’s election program would have had an advantage over applying 

hastily,” he stressed, however. 

“It is our dream and political goal for Georgia to become an economically strong and 

safe European country,” MP Kobakhidze asserted. “Every move of our government, 

including the decision today, serves this aim.” (Civil.ge, March 2, 2022) 

23. Georgia’s Opposition Backs EU Membership 

Nika Melia, Chair of the United National Movement,  largest opposition party: 



8 
 

“I congratulate on the Georgian people, their fight, their presence [in the streets], their 

determination and thirst for freedom yielded results – Georgia’s government was 

forced to apply for the EU membership. I would like to appeal the Western world: we 

agree with President Zelenskyy, we may indeed not have a decent government, but 

we are a decent, fighting nation. Our government may not deserve your loyal attitude, 

but we, the Georgian people deserve that. We thus appeal all of Europe to accept this 

application. Georgia’s place is in Europe.” 

Giorgi Gakharia, For Georgia leader, Ex-Prime Minister: 

“We welcome the decision on appealing for Georgia’s EU membership. This 

application should be followed by credible steps by the government for the process 

to proceed rapidly and efficiently. We offer the maximum support to the government 

in this regard and call on all political actors, both from the government and the 

opposition to refrain from discussing who took what contribution in this process. Let’s 

unite around this idea and bring this process quickly and effectively to a logical 

outcome…” 

Mamuka Khazaradze, Lelo party leader: 

“As a result of firm protest by our youths, the government will apply for EU 

membership. Protest shall continue – we should do our best for the application not 

to remain as an application only.” 

Elene Khoshtaria, Droa party leader: 

“Georgian citizens’s protest yielded results: the ruling party that yesterday would 

argue not to apply for EU membership till 2024, was forced to backtrack [and apply 

faster]…. The membership in the European Union takes defending European values 

and supporting its Russia fight. Droa political party reckons the success of this process 

depends on national accord, democratic and institutional governance, court system 

reform.” 

Giorgi Vashadze, Strategy Aghmashenebeli, MP: 

“Our joint struggle has yielded the result! The government agreed and will 

immediately appeal to the EU on membership. Thank you all who took part in this. 

Thanks to our youths that are standing in the streets over the past days; to Georgian 

citizens, that built additional bridges to the west; to diplomats of every generation, 

that established contacts to Europe; thanks to our ancestors that gave their blood and 

work to preserve this country. Membership in the European family is Georgia’s 

aspiration spanning centuries. By our history and culture, we have proved [many 

times] that we are part of the western civilization and the free world.” 

Aleko Elisashvili, Citizens party leader, MP: 

“Full support to Georgia’s expedited application for EU membership!! We deserve to 

return to the family, the civilization of which we were the makers of and the values of 

which we have defended over centuries.” (Civil.ge, March 2, 2022) 

24. Georgia’s PM Signs Application to Join the EU 

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili has signed an application to join the 

European Union, following Kyiv’s suit. Georgia now awaits receiving the status of a 

candidate from Brussels. 

“Application for EU Membership is yet another milestone on the path of European 

integration of Georgia,” the Georgian PM said in a special address ahead of signing. 

PM Garibashvili asserted this stage “turns a new page in our history and continues the 

effort of our ancestors, which is aimed at the accession of Georgia into a common 

European family.” 

“Georgia is a European state,” he continued, adding: “Our country has always 

belonged to European culture and civilized space throughout its long history, and 
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continues to make a valuable contribution to its protection and development.” 

(Civil.ge, March 3, 2022) 

25. Ruling party head: Georgia has “very good” chances to obtain EU 

candidate status 

Georgia has “very good” chances to obtain the status of a European Union 

membership candidate state, ruling Georgian Dream (GD) party Head Irakli 

Kobakhidze said on Friday, expressing hope the Union would make the decision soon. 

Kobakhidze said multiple institutions would be involved in the decision-making 

process, including the European Parliament and various “executive structures.” 

The GD Head also wished success in the process to Ukraine and Moldova, as the 

countries had also applied for EU membership. 

“Our three countries, the so-called [Associated] ‘Trio,’ have practically applied [for EU 

membership] simultaneously. I think the prospects are very good and hopefully, a 

positive decision will be made," he added. 

Kobakhidze pointed out that in order to obtain EU membership, Georgia would have 

to follow the Association Agenda between the country and the Union (Agenda.ge, 

March 5, 2022). 

26. EU Commission to Present Opinion on Georgia’s Application 

The French Presidency of the Council of the European Union has tweeted that Coreper 

II – composed of heads of member state missions — has greenlighted the 

Commission to present an opinion on each of the membership applications sent by 

Ukraine, Georgia, and Moldova. 

It noted about the launch of a written procedure for the Council to validate draft 

letters seeking the opinion of the Commission. 

Carrying an important symbolic weight, the technical step marks the first move on 

complex, years-long path to EU membership. 

Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili welcomed the decision on Twitter: “This new chapter 

in our relations motivates us to accelerate our reform agenda. We are grateful for this 

important decision.” 

Georgia and Moldova submitted formal applications to join the 27-member-bloc on 

March 3. The expedited moves followed the suit of Ukraine, that is fighting Russian 

armed attack since February 24 (Civil.ge, March 7, 2022). 

27. FM Zalkaliani: EU membership long and time-consuming process 

Gaining European Union membership is a long and time-consuming process, 

Georgia's Foreign Minister David Zalkaliani said on Monday following the EU Council’s 

decision to ask the European Commission to examine the applications for the 

membership submitted by Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. 

“Today, as never before, we need to consolidate the society and make a concerted 

effort to achieve this ultimate success, Zalkaliani said in an interview with Imedi TV 

channel. 

The top Georgian diplomat indicated the country needed to continue to converge 

with the EU policy in various areas. 

“All of us must continue to accomplish our tasks together. First of all, this concerns 

the Association Agreement, which is the main, basic guide for the [required] reforms. 

It should also be noted that in this regard we are one of the leaders among the 

associated member states. About 40 percent of the Association Agreement has been 

completed, the Minister pointed out (Agenda.ge, March 8, 2022). 

28. Ruling party MP: Crucial that EU demonstrates political will, grants 

membership candidate status to Georgia 
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Nikoloz Samkharadze, the ruling Georgian Dream (GD) MP who chairs the 

Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee, told the Chairs of Foreign Relations 

Committees of the Parliaments of the European Union member states on Monday it 

was “crucial” the Union “demonstrates political will” and grants the country a 

candidate status. 

In his address, Samkharadze said “integration into the EU is a constitutional task for 

Georgia and is supported by the overwhelming majority of Georgian society 

regardless of party affiliation and sympathy.” 

“On March 3, Georgia has applied for the EU membership in a fast-track procedure 

due to [the] changed geopolitical and security environment, and we would like to ask 

you to work closely with the executive branch of your Government to enable the 

European Councils’ decision to grant Georgia EU member candidate status, 

Samkharadze’s address said (Civil.ge, March 8, 2022). 

29. Georgia Backs UN Resolution on Condemning Russia’s Ukraine Attack 

Georgia has voted for the UN General Assembly resolution, demanding Russia to 

immediately cease the invasion of Ukraine, withdraw its forces and abide by the UN 

Charter. 

A total of 141 countries voted in favor of the “Aggression against Ukraine” resolution 

during historic “Uniting for Peace” session, in a major diplomatic blow to Moscow. 

Only four nations — Belarus, N. Korea, Syria, and Eritrea — voted against along with 

Russia. 35 have abstained, including Armenia and Kazakhstan, Russia’s allies. 

Azerbaijan did not attend the vote (Civil.ge, March 2, 2022). 

30. Georgia Joins Call for ICC to Probe Alleged War Crimes in Ukraine 

The International Criminal Court prosecutor Karim Khan announced on March 2 about 

opening an investigation into alleged war crimes in Ukraine. 

The move comes following the referral from 38 national governments, days after 

Russia invaded neighboring nation of over 40 million people. Georgia is among the 

38 nations. 

Lithuania made a separate coordinated referral to The Hague-based court. 

The government of the United Kingdom, which led efforts to the multi-national 

referral said: “Russia’s use of indiscriminate force against innocent civilians, in its illegal 

and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, amounts to war crimes, for which the Putin 

regime must be held accountable.” 

Karim Khan announced his intention over seeking authorization from the ICC judges 

on February 28. The state party referral enabled him to proceed to the investigation 

without the approval by the justices (Civil.ge, March 3, 2022). 

31. Slovenia Backs Georgia’s EU Membership 

Prime Minister of Slovenia Janez Janša said on March 3 his country backs Georgia’s 

membership in the European Union. 

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili, following Kyiv’s suit, signed an application 

to join the European Union on March 3. 

The country now awaits receiving the status of a candidate from Brussels. 

Previously, Romanian President Klaus Iohannis and Foreign Minister Bogdan Aurescu 

also voiced their support for the accession of Georgia, Ukraine and Moldova into the 

European Union amid Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine (Civil.ge, March 4, 2022). 

32. Georgia Backs Invoking OSCE Moscow Mechanism over Ukraine 

Georgia and 44 other OSCE participating states invoked on March 3 the Moscow 

Mechanism to set up a fact-finding mission for assessing the humanitarian and human 

rights consequences of Russia’s armed attack on Ukraine. 
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The mission also aims to investigate “the impact of the Russian aggression in Ukraine, 

including possible cases of war crimes and crimes against humanity,” the Georgian 

Foreign Ministry said in a tweet late on March 3. 

The experts will prepare and share a report with OSCE members and relevant 

accountability mechanisms, including national, regional, and international courts and 

tribunals, the U.S. Department of State stated on its part. 

“We have seen the troubling media reports of human rights abuses and violations of 

humanitarian law by Russia’s forces, including the mounting number of civilian 

casualties and extensive damage to civilian infrastructure,” it also noted. 

EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell Fontelles 

also welcomed the decision on March 4. “Russia’s invasion is having a deep 

humanitarian impact. We see potential war crimes and crimes against humanity,” he 

tweeted (Civil.ge, March 4, 2022). 

33. Worries in Georgia amid Reports of Russian Influx 

Worries have been mounting among Georgians over the reports that thousands of 

Russian citizens are pondering to move to Georgia as Russia gets hit by heavy 

international sanctions over attacking Ukraine. 

Alarms were raised in social media after numerous users claimed that scores of 

Russian citizens were discussing their plans to move to Georgia in Telegram or 

otherwise inquiring about real estate and business opportunities in the country. 

Some realtors, too, confirmed the rising interest. Levan Kiladze, the co-founder of 

Ss.ge, a major Georgian real estate platform, told Publika media about rapidly rising 

engagement on their website from Russia. 

Otar Kachkachishvili, head of Georgian National Association of Real Estate that unites 

Georgian realtor companies, similarly spoke about the increased inquiries from the 

citizens of Russia and Belarus (Civil.ge, March 4, 2022). 

34. Petitions to Introduce Visa-Regime for Russians 

Calling to differentiate between those fleeing the regime and other visitors, some are 

against making it easy for supporters of the Kremlin’s aggressive policies to seek 

comfort in Georgia as the Russian economy suffers. 

At least three separate online petitions were launched calling on the government to 

introduce visa requirements for Russian citizens, who at present can travel to Georgia 

visa-free. Georgians, on the other hand, have required visas to enter Russia for over 

two decades now. 

“We demand to introduce specific regulations, on the basis of which only the citizens 

of Russia who are subjected to political persecution can be allowed in Georgia,” reads 

the online petition that has already gathered up to 10,000 signatures. The petition 

authors also called for imposing time limitations for Russians wanting to stay in 

Georgia. 

Those worried cite Kremlin practices to misuse the question of Russian nationals to 

justify the invasion of neighboring nations. Further concerns include economic 

impacts, such as fears about property getting unaffordable for locals due to the raised 

demand, or Russian citizens withdrawing U.S. dollars from ATMs, thus harming the 

national currency (Civil.ge, March 4, 2022). 

35. Ruling party Chairman: collective discrimination against people on 

ethnic grounds  “unacceptable” 

Collective  discrimination against people on ethnic grounds is “completely and 

categorically unacceptable”,Irakli Kobakhidze, the Chairman of the ruling Georgian 

Dream party, said at a briefing on Friday, adding that punishment of Russian citizens 
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due to actions of their government in Ukraine would be  an “unheard-of phenomenon 

in the civilized world”. 

Kobakhidze was responding to rumours about an expected influx of Russian citizens 

in Georgia on the backdrop of the conflict in Ukraine, and speculation on government 

measures to counter it. 

The Georgian official emphasised there was “no justification for the war started by 

Russia in Ukraine”. However, he also called the rumours in Georgia about Russian 

citizens an “artificial[ly created] agitation”. 

Kobakhidze called on law enforcement agencies to prevent any physical confrontation 

and attempts to incite ethnic strife in the country, noting “all possible risks associated 

with entry of an excessive number of foreign nationals into Georgia” would be insured 

by the government. 

The GD Chairman announced the Parliament of Georgia had started work on a bill 

against discrimination on ethnic grounds and incitement of ethnic hatred. 

In his comments, Kobakhidze also called the United National Movement opposition 

party a “war party” dedicated to “involving” the country in the ongoing conflict in 

Ukraine, warning the government would make sure to protect the country “from war 

and its irreparable consequences” (Agenda.ge, March 4, 2022). 

36. PM Talks War in Ukraine, Georgia’s Economy 

In a cabinet meeting on March 7, Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili reiterated his 

solidarity with Ukraine, and discussed Georgia’s “unprecedented” economic growth. 

PM Garibashvili argued that Georgia has supported Ukraine “on every international 

level” and provided 140 tons of humanitarian aid. 

“This process, of course, continues and we will send even more assistance to Ukraine,” 

he added. 

The Prime Minister also said that Georgian Embassy is doing its best, so that “none of 

our citizens that are in Ukraine remain without attention.” 

“We all find the war categorically unacceptable,” he maintained, adding “we all pray 

for the war and the tragedy happening in Ukraine to end soon.” 

“Again, we hope that the entire international community will do everything for the 

war to end as soon as possible,” the PM added. 

Against this backdrop, PM Garibashvili reassured Georgian citizens that Georgia is 

under “no danger, [or] threat.” 

“Despite these challenges and provocations, we will maintain peace in the country, 

security and stability for our citizens,” he noted. 

During the session, the Prime Minister also touched upon Georgia’s 18% growth in 

real GDP in January. He argued the rate is “unprecedented in the entire region and in 

Europe as well.” 

“We have growth in every direction, so it is now crucial for this pace not to slow down,” 

he noted. 

Amid the “significant challenges in the region,” he tasked Economy and Finance 

Ministers, Levan Davitashvili and Lasha Khutsishvili respectively, to be in more active 

communication with the private sector. (Civil.ge, March 7, 2022). 

37. Economy Minister Dismisses Reports of Russian Influx 

Economy Minister Levan Davitashvili today addressed public concerns about the 

possible influx of Russian citizens due to international sanctions imposed on Russia 

over the war in Ukraine. 

Minister Davitashvili said that some 20-25 thousand Russian nationals have entered 

Georgia, on par with the visitor statistics of the pre-pandemic period in 2020. He did 

not specify the exact timeframe within which the number was recorded, however. 
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The Economy Minister thus denied reports that “a large number of [Russian] people 

are coming to Georgia and that it entails risks.” 

He also dismissed calls to impose restrictions on visitors from Russia. 

“Georgia is one of the rare islands of freedom in the region,” the Economy Minister 

said, arguing the country has pursued liberal economic and trade policies to “attract 

more people for business.” 

“If [Russian] people are actually running away from the regime and trying to do 

business in a free environment, notwithstanding their nationality… [it is important] we 

allow people to do business properly, legally and in accordance with the law,” the 

Minister added (Civil.ge, March 7, 2022). 

38. Security Service Denies Reports of Russian, Belarusian Influx 

The State Security Service of Georgia (SSG) today denied reports of unchecked 

Russian and Belarusian influx as “deliberate disinformation,” and stressed the security 

environment in the country is under full control. 

It claimed that the “public is being intimidated” that among the travelers there could 

be diversionists or persons linked to terrorism. 

Meanwhile, the SSG said it has not observed any activities by Russian, Belarusian, or 

other foreign nationals that could pose a risk to Georgia’s security. 

“The State Security Service, alongside other relevant authorities, is actively taking all 

necessary measures to minimize possible risks and challenges, as well as to monitor 

all individuals staying in the country who may pose any potential risk,” the domestic 

intelligence service asserted. 

“As a result of implemented measures, the security situation in the country remains 

peaceful and safe,” the SSG reiterated (Civil.ge, March 8, 2022).  

39. Interior Minister: state border “under control”, entry rate of Russian 

citizens lower than 2019 

About 20,000 Russian citizens have entered Georgia since February 24, compared to 

40,000 in the same period in 2019, Vakhtang Gomelauri, the Interior Minister of 

Georgia, said on Wednesday in response to rumours about “unprecedented level” 

influx of Russian citizens into Georgia over the recent days on the backdrop of Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine. 

In his comments, Gomelauri said the state border was “controlled at a very high level” 

by the Ministry and the State Security Service. According to Gomelauri, the Georgian 

side has recently tightened border controls, which resulted in a refusal of entry to 180 

foreign citizens. 

The security environment in the country “is under full control”, the SSS said in a 

statement recently, adding it was actively taking “all necessary measures” together 

with relevant agencies to minimise possible risks and challenges related to the 

movement across the border (Agenda.ge, March 9, 2022). 

40. Georgian, Polish PMs Talk over Phone 

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili today held a phone conversation with his 

Polish counterpart Mateusz Morawiecki. 

The two officials discussed the security environment in Eastern Europe and the 

ongoing hostilities in Ukraine, according to the Georgian government’s press release. 

PM Garibashvili, on his part also touched upon Georgia’s application to join the 

European Union and stressed the importance of the foreign partners’ support in the 

process. 

The PM underscored that Georgia was counting on Poland’s backing on this path, 

according to the same report (Civil.ge, March 7, 2022). 

41. Georgian, Danish PM Hold Phone Talks 
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Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili held today a phone conversation with his 

Danish counterpart Mette Frederiksen. 

The two prime ministers discussed Georgia’s European and Euro-Atlantic integration, 

bilateral relations, and the ongoing war in Ukraine, according to the Georgian 

Government’s press release. 

PM Garibashvili spoke about Georgia’s EU membership bid and hoped for Denmark’s 

support in the process, as per the same report. 

The two officials further discussed the importance of joint international efforts to end 

the war as soon as possible, the Georgian Government’s press release added. 

On her part, PM Frederiksen said in a tweet she “expressed Denmark’s full support for 

Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity” in her conversation with the Georgian 

counterpart. 

“Denmark and European Union [are] standing with our Eastern partners and willing to 

help as needed,” she added (Civil.ge, March 7, 2022). 

42. Georgian, Belgian PMs discuss Georgia’s EU membership application and 

hostilities in Ukraine 

The official application submitted by Georgia for European Union membership, and 

the ongoing hostilities in Ukraine, were discussed by Georgian Prime Minister Irakli 

Garibashvili and his Belgian counterpart Alexander De Croo in a phone call on 

Tuesday. 

Garibashvili welcomed the decision of the Council of the European Union, according 

to which the European Commission was asked to examine the applications for Union 

membership submitted by Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. 

The PM noted this was an “additional motivation” to accelerate the reform agenda of 

his country, and expressed hope for a strong support of the Kingdom of Belgium and 

international partners in the membership bid process (Aagenda.ge, March 8, 2022). 

43. UK PM: we were warned with what Russia did in Georgia in 2008, Ukraine 

in 2014 

Russia's actions in Georgia in 2008 and Ukraine in 2014, as well as the poisoning of 

Sergei and Yulia Skripals in Salisbury were warnings to the West, British Prime Minister 

Boris Johnson said in an opinion piece published by The New York Times on Sunday. 

In the article Johnson says the West has failed to learn the lessons of Russian 

aggression from past events.  

“For too long, we have turned the other cheek. And I know from speaking to my 

counterparts on recent visits to Poland and Estonia just how acutely they feel the 

threat. No matter how long it takes, we must prevent any creeping normalization of 

what Russia does in Ukraine, British Prime Minister says in his opinion titled  

UK’s PM also claims the lesson from Russia’s invasion of Georgia in 2008 and seizure 

of Crimea in 2014 is that accepting results of Russian aggression merely encourages 

further violations.  

“We cannot allow the Kremlin to bite off chunks of an independent country and inflict 

immense human suffering and then creep back into the fold. We must act now to 

strengthen Euro-Atlantic security. This includes not only bolstering NATO’s eastern 

flank but also supporting non-NATO European countries that are potentially at risk of 

Russian aggression, such as Moldova, Georgia and the nations of the western Balkans. 

And those that participate or enable Russian aggression, such as Belarus, will be 

subject to maximum sanctions, Johnson highlights (Civil.ge, March 8, 2022). 

44. Russia Accuses Lugar Center of Pig Disease Spread, Again 

Moscow has targeted Tbilisi-based Lugar Center for Public Health Research again, 

claiming that African Swine Fever (ASF) was bred in the Georgian facility. 
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“We believe that the 2007 ASF strain with increased contagiousness was engineered 

in Georgian biolaboratory run by the Pentagon,” Interfax quoted Igor Kirillov, chief of 

Russia’s radiation, chemical and biological protection force, as saying. 

The Russian military official continued: “its spread caused significant economic 

damage to several states, including Ukraine and Poland, and excluded them from a 

number of pork exporters.” 

Ukraine Main Target 

But the Lugar Center, the USD 100 million lab, has not been the main target of 

Kirillov’s bio-warfare allegations this time. 

During the briefing on March 7, the Russian military official claimed 30 biological 

facilities, working with pathogens of “dangerous infections,” were operating in 

Ukraine under joint programs with the U.S. 

Kirillov claimed the Health Ministry of Ukraine ordered the destruction of “bioagents” 

in these laboratories since February 24, when Russia invaded Ukraine. 

“Under the pretext of testing means of coronavirus treatment and prevention, several 

thousand samples of serum of patients, primarily of Slavic ethnicity, were taken from 

Ukraine to Walter Reed Research Institute of the U.S. Army,” Kirillov doubled down 

the sensationalist claims (Civil.ge, March 8, 2022). 

45. Detentions After Pro-Ukraine, Anti-Gov’t Rally 

Police detained at least 12 protesters following a Tbilisi demonstration on March 7 

against Government officials’ controversial response to Russia’s war against Ukraine, 

according to media reports. 

Among the detainees were Shame Movement leaders Giorgi Mzhavanadze, Giga 

Makarashvili, Nodar Rukhadze and Zuka Berdzenishvili, government-critical Mtavari 

Arkhi TV host Bachi Valishvili and civic activist Nata Peradze. 

Peradze said early on March 8 that she and two other female detainees were released 

and the male protesters were remanded in custody. 

Mtavari Arkhi TV reported later in the day that the nine activists remain in detention 

in total (Civil.ge, March 8, 2022). 

46. President of Georgia to address Parliament on March 14 

President of Georgia Salome Zurabishvili will address the Parliament on March 14 with 

an annual report on the most important issues facing the country, InterPressNews 

reported.  

Irakli Kadagishvili, the Chairman of the Parliament's Rules and Procedural Issues 

Committee, told InterPressNews the legislative body's bureau would meet on 

Wednesday for the decision to convene a plenary session next week to host the 

President.  

Zourabichvili asked the Parliament to host her address on March 5, with her initial 

request not supported by the Parliament (Agenda.ge, March 8, 2022). 

 


