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 Political Developments 

1. Georgian Dream initiates amendments to the organic law on 

Constitutional Court and postpones it for two weeks at the plenary 

session amid conflict with the President 

According to the organic law on Constitutional Court, the institution can process 

lawsuits on normative acts issued by the institutions, therefore GD’s appeal to the 

Court about possible violation of the constitutional rights by the President would 

be impossible to process as Zourabichvili had reportedly visited Brussels and Paris 

using own contacts without a permission of the Government. This was the reason 

behind initiating amendments to the organic law, but at March 29 Parliamentary 

Session, GD member Mdinaradze explained that they have decided to postpone 

the amendment by two weeks.  

Meanwhile a new confrontation started between the Government of Georgia and 

President but now on official facebook statuses, where first Government’s account 

posted that Zourabichvili has refused to appoint or even return answer on the 

Government proposed candidates for Ambassadors. Several minutes later 

President’s administration posted that this was a lie and a shame that PM’s office 

blamed President for the violation of the constitution and emphasized that 

throughout the year 12 ambassadors were nominated by the government and all 

of them have been appointed. On March 30, GD MP Okhanashvili said that it is not 

ruled out to publicize the communication between the government and president 

if necessary. Chairman of Georgian Dream, Kobakhidze said that the ruling party 

did not want to publicize a dirt around the president as she violated the 

constitution and there are 5 ambassadors who have not been appointed by 

Zourabichvili. 

The opposition thinks that Georgian Dream is not satisfied with the activities of 

President who became one of the vocal supporters of Ukraine from Georgian 

officials, therefore the ruling party is seeking an option to impeach her. This 

opinion is not shared by the representatives of Georgian Dream (Agenda.ge, 

Civil.ge, Ipn.ge, March 28-29, 2022). 

2. Gakharia’s party member and Tsalenjikha Councilor detained for 

fraud charges 

Anti-Corruption Agency of the State Security Service on March 28 detained 

Tsalenjikha Municipal Council member Gela Abuladze of For Georgia on fraud 

charges. Ex-prime Minister Giorgi Gakharia’s party sees the arrest as politically 

motivated. 

Tbilisi City Court has ordered pre-trial detention for Tsalenjikha City Council 

member Gela Abuladze and Mayor's representative Anzor Pipia. Another 9 people 

detained together with them have been released on bail. 

According to the defense, the charge against Gela Abuladze is absurd and he does 

not plead guilty. Accordingly, the defense considers that no measures of restraint 

should have been taken against Abuladze (Civil.ge, Ipn.ge, March 28-30, 2022).   

 Economy and Social Affairs 
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13. Georgia and US 

Celebrate 30 years of 

diplomatic relations: 

President and Prime 

Minister talk about its 

importance 

14. Speaker of the 

Parliament, Papuashvili 

Discusses Georgia’s EU 
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3. World Bank grants USD 400 million to Georgia 

The World Bank authorised a USD 400 million Human Capital Program for Georgia, 

as well as a USD 109 million Kakheti Connectivity Improvement Project. 

The bank claimed in a statement that the USD 400 million loan would be its largest 

cross-sectoral investment in Georgia in the 30 years of their relationship. 

According to the release, the funding would also assist the Georgian government 

in reforming health service buying and pricing, improving the efficiency of the 

pharmaceutical sector, and bolstering primary health and hospital care in the 

nation (Caucasuswatch.de, March 28, 2022). 

4. Georgia unwilling to abandon Namakhvani HPP 

Turkish Company ENKA officially abandoned Namakhvani HPP project, but despite 

this Georgian Government is eager to build the Hydro Power Plant anyways. 

“Refusing to build the Namakhvani HPP would be too much of a luxury for 

Georgia,” said David Narmania, head of the National Energy and Water Supply 

Commission (GNERC). 

Speaker of the parliament Papuashvili said that Georgia the opposition and media 

helped to implement the pro-Russian agenda as this project would decrease 

dependence on Russian energy resources (Caucasuswatch.de, March 28, 2022). 

5. Rakuten Viber opens Tbilisi office for mobile application 

development 

Electronic commerce and online retailing company Rakuten will open a Tbilisi-

based office for mobile application development of its Viber messaging product, 

the Georgian Economy Ministry announced on Monday. 

Among other areas, the Tbilisi operations team of Rakuten Viber will work to refine 

and develop software compatible with iOS and Android systems and improve their 

quality. The company is in talks with the Georgian Government to receive the legal 

status of an international company in the country, the Ministry said. 

The international technology company’s industry profile was discussed in a 

meeting between Levan Davitashvili, the Georgian Economy Minister, and Ofir 

Eyal, the CEO of Rakuten Viber on Monday (Agenda.ge, March 28, 2022). 

6. National Bank of Georgia increases monetary policy rate rate by 0.5% 

and decreases economic growth expectations to 3-4% 

President of NBG has announced about the decision to increase monetary policy 

rate by 0.5%. The change to the interest rate comes after the recent developments, 

in particular Russia's invasion in Ukraine and the resulting full scale war, have 

posed new challenges to the world economy that was still in the phase of post-

pandemic recovery. The intensified inflationary risks amid a new shock have on a 

world scale slowed the projected pace of decline of already high global inflation. 

“The monetary policy rate should increase to the necessary point” – said 

Gvenetadze. 

Additionally, President of NBG announced that the institution is expecting 3-4% 

economic growth instead of 5% for 2022 (bm.ge, March 30, 2022). 

7. Economy Minister, OMW Petrom delegation discuss gas exploration 

project 

Natural gas reserves in Georgia’s Black Sea shelf and exploration works planned 

by OMV Petrom, the largest energy company in Southern and Eastern Europe, 

were discussed at a meeting between Levan Davitashvili, Georgia’s Economy 

Minister, and a delegation of the company delegation on Wednesday.  
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Following the exploration works planned for the upcoming year, OMV Petrom will 

launch drilling as part of the next stage of the Georgian project worth $30 million 

(Agenda.ge, March 30, 2022) 

 Occupied Territories 

8. De facto President of Abkhazia Aslan Bzhania holds meetings in 

Moscow 

Kremlin-backed Abkhaz leader Aslan Bzhania met Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 

Lavrov, Deputy Prime Minister Alexander Novak in Moscow. 

Speaking with Moscow’s top diplomat, Bzhania pledged the occupied region’s 

support to the Russian so called “military operations” in Ukraine (Civil.ge, March 

24, 2022). 

9. Ethnicity Law enters into force in Abkhazia 

Controversial Abkhaz ethnicity restoration law, targeting ethnic Georgians in the 

Gali district, faces an uncertain fate after “parliament speaker” Valery Kvarchia 

announced it stays in force (Agenda.ge, March 25, 2022). 

10. Tskhinvali region (South Ossetia) seeks the opportunity to integrate 

with Russia 

Anatoly Bibilov, De facto president of so called South Ossetia announced that the 

occupied region of Georgia lost chance to integrate with the historical homeland, 

Russia in 2014 when Crimea declared the independence and then joined Russia. 

According to Bibilov it is time to start consultations about integration and make 

legislative steps in this direction.  

Later, de-facto Speaker of the Parliament of South Ossetia, Alan Tadtaev said that 

the issue of the referendum is under the discussion and it will be held in the nearest 

future. “Ossetian people will have an opportunity to demonstrate their position 

over this case in the closest future.”  

Governmental Information Agency Res, posted an article about youth celebrating 

the statement of the president in the streets with cars and Russian flags. 

Member of Russian Parliament (Duma) Artem Turov said that South Ossetians 

support idea of joining Russia. 

Another Russian MP, Andrey Klimov explained the procedures of admitting 

countries to Russia as subjects. According to him, the main part is to express will 

of Ossetian people in referendum and after this legal barriers will be eradicated. 

Integration to Russia will not be hard for South Ossetians as according to different 

sources approximately 99% of the society already holds Russian passports. The 

process of so called passportization started in early 2000s and intensified after 

2008 August War.  

The topic of integration with Russia is not applicable to Abkhazia, according to the 

Secretary of Security Council of Abkhazia, Sergei Shamba said that although they 

support unification of South Ossetia with Northern Ossetia, for Abkhazian 

community independence is very important as several generations have been 

fighting for this achievement. According to his information, political parties or 

interest groups are consolidated over the idea of independence and they are not 

planning to pursue integration with Russia.  

It is noteworthy that in 2016 Abkhazian government refused to hold a referendum 

on joining Russia saying that they want to be independent country and loyal ally 

of Russia (Cominf.org, IPN.ge, Agenda.ge, March 30, 2022). 

https://cominf.org/node/1166542429
https://cominf.org/node/1166542430
https://cominf.org/node/1166542439
https://cominf.org/node/1166542423
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119144-andrey-klimov-ossetian-people-should-express-their-will-in-a-referendum-there-is-no-legal-barrier-to-fulfilling-their-desire-to-unite-with-russia
https://cominf.org/node/1166542431
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2016/1422
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11. General Staff of Ukraine: Russia Brought 2,000 Troops from Abkhazia, 

Tskhinvali 

General Staff asserted three battalion tactical groups of up to 1,200 Russian and 

South Ossetian servicemen were formed from Russia’s Tskhinvali-based 4th 

military base and transferred to Ukraine. 

Further, the General Staff of Ukrainian Armed Forces said two battalion tactical 

groups, with about 800 soldiers, were formed from the 7th military base units in 

Abkhazia to fight against Ukraine (Civil.ge, March 31, 2022). 

Security & Foreign Policy 
12. NATO-Georgia 2022 Exercise held in Georgia 

NATO-Georgia 2022 Exercise is a computer assisted command post exercise 

(CAX/CPX) and not a field exercise. In the duration of the exercise, via computer 

simulations, the participants will gain skills necessary for planning operations as 

well as be able to share experience and knowledge. 

Distinguished Visitors (DV) observed the exercise process at the NATO-Georgia 

Joint Training and Evaluation Center (JTEC). The President of Georgia, Salome 

Zourabichvili, the Prime Minister of Georgia Irakli Gharibashvili, The Chairman of 

the Parliament Shalva Papuashvili, The Minister of Defence of Georgia Juansher 

Burchuladze, The Chief of Defence of Georgia Major General Giorgi Matiashvili, 

and Deputy Commander of NATO LANDCOM Lieutenant-General Nicola Zanelli 

addressed the participants of the DV-day. Attendees also listened to video 

addresses delivered by NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg and Chair of the 

Military Committee Admiral Rob Bauer (Mod.gov.ge, March 24, 2022). 

13. Georgia and US Celebrate 30 years of diplomatic relations: President 

and Prime Minister talk about its importance 

In his address to a ceremony marking 30 years of diplomatic relations between 

Georgia and the U.S., Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili has said “Georgia-U.S. 

relationship is as strong as ever.” 

On her side, President Zourabichvili has underlined that it is important to hold high 

official visit, including President Biden from US to Georgia (Agenda.ge, Ipn.ge, 

March 25, 2022). 

14. Speaker of the Parliament, Papuashvili Discusses Georgia’s EU Bid in 

Brussels 

Georgian Parliament Speaker Shalva Papuashvili, on his official trip to Brussels, 

met today with the President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola, 

Commissioner for Justice Didier Reynders, as well as MEPs Iratxe García Pérez 

and Marina Kaljurand. 

Summarizing the meetings, Speaker Papuashvili said they received assurances that 

the EU will speed up bureaucratic procedures to draft Georgia’s application 

questionnaire. He said the application was already delivered to the relevant 

departments (Civil.ge, March 30, 2022). 

 

International Partners visits to Georgia during March 28-30 

Visitor Occasion Date 

NATO's Assistant 

Secretary General for 

Intelligence and 

Security, David Cattler 

David Cattler met with Georgian Defence 

Minister Juansher Burchuladze and State 

Security Service Head Grigol Liluashvili 

March 

28 
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Armenian Foreign 

Affairs Minister, Ararat 

Mirzoyan 

Ararat Mirzoyan discussed Georgian-

Armenian Relations with the Prime Minister 

Irakli Garibashvili. 

 

March 

29 

The Minister for the 

Armed Forces of the 

United Kingdom, James 

Heappey 

James Heappey met today with Georgian 

Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili and 

Defense Minister Juansher Burchuladze 

March 

29 

The Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of Poland, 

Zbigniew Rau 

Polish Foreign Minister Zbigniew Rau, in his 

capacity as the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, 

met today with Georgian President Salome 

Zurabishvili, Prime Minister Irakli 

Garibashvili, and First Deputy Parliament 

Speaker Gia Volski in Tbilisi on March 30. 

March 

30 

The Minister of 

Economy of Saudi 

Arabia, Faisal bin Fadel 

Al-Ibrahim 

Faisal bin Fadel Al-Ibrahim discussed the 

importance of the economic cooperation 

and perspective of deepening ties between 

two countries with the Prime Minister, Irakli 

Garibashvili 

March 

30 

 

 


