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 Political Developments 

1. Justice Ministry: ECHR strikes Saakashvili’s application off its cases 

On April 1, Deputy Minister of Justice, Dzamashvili said that the European Court of Human Rights 

has decided to strike the application of Georgia’s imprisoned former President Mikheil Saakashvili 

regarding on his treatment by the country’s penitentiary system off its list of cases. 

Dzamashvili said the European Court had found there were no “special circumstances” in the 

application relating to respect for human rights, which would have required the body to continue 

the examination of the case (Agenda.ge, April 1, 2022). 

2. CEC held by-elections GD candidates win in both Batumi Local Elections and Rustavi-

Gardabani Parliamentary elections 

On April 3, CEC announced results of the by-elections and evaluated the environment the voting 

took place in. 

According to CEC voting took place in a calm and transparent environment. There were procedural 

complaints but they could not affect the final results according to which GD candidates won in both 

Rustavi-Gardabani Parliamentary Elections – Irakli Shatakishvili with 90.61% and in Batumi Local 

Elections – Ramaz Jincharadze with 69% (Cesko.ge, April 2-3, 2022). 

3. Deceased Cameraman Assailants Sentenced Five Years in Jail 

On April 4,  The Tbilisi City Court today ruled five-year prison sentences for six persons over 

attacking now-deceased TV Pirveli cameraman Aleksandre (Lexo) Lashkarava, as well as TV Pirveli 

journalist Miranda Baghaturia and a Public Broadcaster cameraman during July 5 homophobic 

pogroms in Tbilisi (Civil.ge, April 4, 2022). 

 Economy and Social Affairs 

4. Kazakhstan Seeks Georgia Shipping Route to Bypass Russia 

Kazakhstan is in works to redirect its export and transit cargo through alternative South Caucasus 

corridors as Russia faces international sanctions over its war against Ukraine. 

“Now work is underway to redirect cargo traffic through the Trans-Caspian International 

Transborder Route and TRACECA, which runs through Azerbaijan and Georgia,” Kazakhstani 

Government’s press service noted on March 29. 

During government meeting on March 29 Kazakhstan’s Minister of Industry and Infrastructure 

Kairbek Uskenbaev said within the frames of TTIR, also known as the Middle Corridor, an agreement 

was reached with Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey to create a joint venture. 

Later on March 31 Foreign Ministers of Kazakhstan and Georgia held phone conversation about 

further developing cooperation on trans-Caspian international transportation.. (Civil.ge, March 31, 

2022). 

5. Georgia, IMF reach deal on $289 million macroeconomic, financial programme 

On April 1, IMF IMF mission chief James John announced that they have reached an agreement with 

Georgia on a deal of $289 million programme for macroeconomic and financial stability of the 

country. 

Subject to approval by the IMF Executive Board, the agreement was reached between Georgian 

officials and an IMF team through remote meetings between November 18 and March 31. It aims 

to support Georgia to “maintain and further entrench macroeconomic and financial stability [...] and 

achieve stronger and more inclusive growth.” (Agena.ge, April 1, 2022) 

6. Tourism sector to have 2021 property tax written off 

On April 4, Prime Minister of Georgia, Irakli Garibashvili announced about the decision of writing off 

property taxes for the tourism sector at the Session of the Government. The decision comes after 

the Government identified problems of the sector caused by COVID-19 (Ipn.ge, April 4, 2022). 

7. The annual inflation rate at 11.8% 

On April 4, Statistics Office of Georgia updated the information regarding inflation in Georgia, which 

reportedly achieved 11.8% during past month; while consumer price index increased by 2.5%. 

https://civil.ge/archives/483698
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119222-tourism-sector-to-have-2021-property-tax-written-off
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According to Geostat, with regard to the annual core inflation, the prices increased by 5.3 percent, 

while the annual core inflation without tobacco amounted to 6.0 percent. 

The annual inflation rate was mainly influenced by price changes for the following groups: 

 Food and non-alcoholic beverages: the prices in the group increased by 17.8%; 

 Transport: the prices for this group increased by 21.6%; 

 Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels: the prices for the group increased 8.4% 

(Ipn.ge, April 4, 2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

8. MFA’s statement and reactions from political leaders about decision of South Ossetia 

to hold referendum on joining Russia 

On March 31 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Zalkaliani responded to the statement of de-facto President 

of South Ossetia, Bibilov about holding referendum to join Russia. 

“No referendum will have any legal force amid the occupation, especially against the backdrop of 

hundreds of thousands of our citizens being expelled from their homes as a result of the ethnic 

cleansing and not being allowed to return.” – announced Zalkaliani (Mfa.gov.ge, March 31 ,2022) 

Political Reactions to Tskhinvali Leader’s Intention on Joining Russia 

Ruling Party Reactions March 31: 

Shalva Papuashvili, Speaker of Parliament: “In principle, this is not new, as there are such 

appeals in the occupied territories periodically. […] But of course, no referendum in the occupied 

territories has any legitimacy. There were [such] attempts and addresses before as well, but this 

obviously has no results in terms of the law.” 

Opposition Reactions March 31: 

Mikheil Saakashvili, Former President of Georgia: “What is happening now is what I had 

warned everyone about during the last year. All this ‘borderization’ that the Georgian Government 

neglected was in preparation for the annexation of Tskhinvali. They [GD Government] thought that 

if they laid low, Russia would not do it. Their multi-year propaganda ran to waste with one address 

by Bibilov. We therefore practically remain without allies, marginalized in face of this large threat. 

Maybe at least now they will come to their senses and take steps toward unity and cooperation 

with the international community.” (Civil.ge, March 31, 2022) 

9. Russian government on Possible South Ossetia Annexation 

On March 31, Dmitry Peskov, the Kremlin spokesperson has said while Moscow had not taken any 

action over the annexation of occupied South Ossetia, it treats the proposed referendum with 

respect. 

“We have not taken any legal or other actions in this regard. But at the same time, in this case, we 

are talking about expressing the opinion of the people of South Ossetia, we treat them with respect,” 

Peskov told reporters (Tass.ru, March 31, 2022). 

10. De facto President of South Ossetia talks about possibility of holding two 

referendums 

On April 4, during Presidential Election debates on South Ossetian TV IR de-facto President Bibilov 

discussed issue of referendum, saying that it is a strategic plan of South Ossetia to join Russia and 

without joining Russia global security will not be available. “You can see what is happening in 

Ukraine, practically Russians are fighting against Russians, therefore it is clear that one nation 

separated into two countries will not be able to move together. Therefore holding two referendums 

are important: first joining Russia and after unification with North Ossetia. We are one nation 

separated for more than a century, therefore we need to move together.” – said Bibilov (South 

Ossetian Presidential Debates, April 4, 2022)  

Security & Foreign Policy 
11. Georgia’s President Backs Autocephaly of Ukrainian Church 

On March 31, President Salome Zurabishvili has spoken in favor of the autocephaly of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church from the Moscow Patriarchate, making her the first Georgian leader to do so 

(Civil.ge, March 31, 2022). 

https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119221-the-annual-inflation-rate-at-118
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVLa594yQCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVLa594yQCQ
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12. Garibashvili Makes Controversial Remarks on Ukraine, Again  

On April 3, Prime Minister of Georgia made several controversial remarks about Ukraine: 

“As I said on February 25, if someone would be oppressed and punished by this war, it would be 

Ukraine, that thousands of Ukrainians would be killed, their territorial integrity would be violated, 

and this is the case,” PM Garibashvili noted. 

The PM stated that “Russia occupied a good deal of territories already in Ukraine and this process, 

you see, continues. And unfortunately we see there’s no one to stop it so far.” 

“So, once again, I want to express my solidarity with Ukraine and the Ukrainians on behalf of our 

government. We have sent 400 tons of humanitarian aid to Ukraine,” he added (Civil.ge, April 3, 

2022). 

13. President Zourabichvili on Bucha massacre: this is a crime against Humanity 

On April 3, President Zourabichvili posted on her twitter account about massacre in Bucha: “It’s 

tough imagining a world where the #BuchaMassacre exists. But it’s here. We live in it, Georgian past 

means that we know what Bucha represents - crime against humanity, wound that takes too long 

to healThe 🇺🇦 resistance will not be defeated. But this will never be forgotten” (Twitter, April 3, 2022) 

14. Ukrainian MOD: Russia uses Georgia to smuggle sanctioned goods, including military 

equipment 

On April 4, Military Intelligence of Ukrainian Ministry of Defence published a report according to 

which Russians are establishing routs through Georgia to smuggle sanctioned goods, including 

military equipment and political leadership of Georgia has instructed law enforcement agencies not 

to interfere in the activities of smugglers.  

The same day Vice Prime Minister of Ukraine,  Irina Vereshchuk said in an interview with the Formula 

TV channel that this refers to the smuggling of the military equipment. 

“If this is true – and I have no reason not to trust our special services if they made it public – then 

how is this possible? Why do you give the Georgian government the right to order the Georgian 

special services to turn a blind eye to all this?” – she said. 

Reaction from Georgian Dream 

The Ministry of Finance has denied the information published by Ukrainian MOD with a post on its 

official facebook account calling this information a completely ungrounded and ludicrous 

accusation: “  From the very first days of sanctions imposed by the international community on the 

Russian Federation, Georgia has been pursuing most severe control at every check-point of the 

country and has been tightly monitoring the inbound and outbound transportation of cargo 

through the sovereign borders of the country (Jam-news, Papuashvili’s twitter account, MOF Georgia 

Facebook Account, April 4, 2022) 

15. The Deputy Foreign Minister, Teimuraz Janjalia meets with the Chargé d'Affaires of 

Ukraine to Georgia 

On April 5, The Deputy Foreign Minister, Teimuraz Janjalia met with Andriy Kasyanov, Chargé 

d'Affaires of Ukraine to Georgia. 

At the meeting with Ukraine’s representative, the Georgian side expressed concern over the 

information spread by Ukraine on alleged secret ties between the Georgian and Russian special 

services and on the sanctioned goods allegedly being smuggled through the Georgian territory. 

 It was clearly stated that the aforesaid information does not conform with reality and such claims 

only harm the friendly relations between the two countries. Moreover, they put the security of 

Georgia in jeopardy (Mfa.gov.ge, April 5, 2022). 

16. Georgian Dream Accuses Ukraine Officials of Hybrid War. 

On April 6, Executive Secretary of the ruling Georgian Dream party, MP Mamuka Mdinaradze 

claimed that “representatives of Georgian opposition, the party of war, holding various posts in the 

Ukrainian Government and their colleagues are waging an open, unhidden hybrid war” against 

Georgia. 

The senior GD official held a press briefing in response to the Ukrainian Defense Ministry 

Intelligence’s accusation on April 4 that Georgia allows Russia to set up a smuggling channel 

https://jam-news.net/ukraine-russia-uses-georgia-to-smuggle-sanctioned-goods-including-military-equipment/
https://twitter.com/shpapuashvili/status/1510986902018605062
https://www.facebook.com/100064600812960/posts/337993038364054/?d=n
https://www.facebook.com/100064600812960/posts/337993038364054/?d=n
https://mfa.gov.ge/News/%E2%80%8Bministris-moadgilis-teimuraz-janjaliasa-da-saqart.aspx?CatID=5
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through its territory, and Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba’s subsequent comments that Kyiv awaits 

“evidence and convincing arguments” that Tbilisi is not aiding Moscow (Civil.ge, April 6, 2022). 

17. PM replaces Minister of Foreign Affairs 

On April 4, PM Garibashvili announced about changes in the cabinet of ministers at the special 

briefing. According to him Vice Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Davit Zalkaliani will be 

appointed on the post of Ambassador of Georgia to USA and he will be replaced by the Head of 

Administration of the Government of Georgia, Ilia Darchiashvili (Gov.ge, April 4, 2022). 

18. The United States House Foreign Affairs Committee has approved Georgia Support 

Act 

On April 6, The United States House Foreign Affairs Committee has approved an act in support of 

Georgia’s territorial integrity and security. 

In passing the legislation through the House, American lawmakers stressed standing with the 

country and further deepening relations between Georgia and the US was “vital” (Mfa.gov.ge, April 

6, 2022). 

19. NATO Sec-Gen: "stepping up" support for Georgia to be discussed at Foreign 

Ministers meeting 

On April 6, before holding meetings with NATO Foreign Ministers, Secretary General Jens 

Stoltenberg announced that the organization will step up to provide assistance and support for the 

alliance partners under Russian pressure. The assistance reportedly will cover Georgia as well 

(Agenda.ge, April 6, 2022). 

20. Alliance of Patriots holds meeting at Council of Russian Federation 

On April 6, information was publicized that leaders of Georgian Political Party Alliance of Patriots 

held a meeting at Council of Russian Federation (Upper house of the Parliament), Reportedly 

Chairman of the Party, Davit Tarkhan-Mouravi and Secretary General of the Party, Irma Inashvili met 

with the Chairman of Foreign Affairs Committee of the Council. Vladimir Jabarov. 

According to Davit Tarkhan-Mouravi, they have reported about activities of the Alliance of Patriots 

and explained about their view on supporting neutrality of Georgia on international arena 

(Radiotavispuleba.ge, April 6, 2022). 

 

 Georgian Officials meetings with International Partners During April 4-6 

Georgian 

official 

Location Occasion Date 

PM 

Garibashvili 

Georgia held a meeting with Nabiyev, Minister of Digital 

Development and Transport of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

April 4 

PM 

Garibashvili 

Georgia Held a meeting with a delegation of the UK Parliament led 

by MP Jonathan Djanogly. Georgia Friendship Group 

Chairman within the House of Commons. 

 

April 5 

FM 

Darchiashvili 

Belgium Held a meeting with EU High Representative for Foreign 

Affairs and Security Policy, Borrell 

April 6 

PM 

Garibashvili 

Georgia Held a meeting with Peter Hultqvist, Minister of Defense of 

the Kingdom of Sweden. 

April 6 

President 

Zourabichvili 

Georgia Held a meeting with Peter Hultqvist, Minister of Defense of 

the Kingdom of Sweden. 

April 6 

 

Speaker 

Papuashvili 

Armenia Held meetings with Armenian PM Pashinyan and President 

Khachaturyan 

April 6 

 

https://civil.ge/archives/484100
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81620
https://mfa.gov.ge/News/ashsh-s-carmomadgenelta-palatis-sagareo-urtiertoba.aspx?CatID=5
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1144
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/31788851.html

