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 Political Developments 

1. Georgia Remembers Soviet Massacre of April 9, 1989 

Georgia’s leaders, opposition politicians and ordinary citizens paid tribute today to the victims of 

Soviet massacre of April 9, 1989 in Tbilisi. 

At least 21 people were killed outside then Government Palace (now Parliament) in Tbilisi as Soviet 

special forces dispersed peaceful pro-independence protesters. 16 were killed on the spot and 4 were 

fatally wounded, who have succumbed to their injuries in the hospital. One more citizen was shot 

and killed during the curfew (Civil.ge, April 9, 2022). 

2. Georgian Dream endorses amendments to the Constitutional Court Law 

On April 12, Ruling Georgian Dream lawmakers have endorsed in the first hearing the changes to 

Constitutional Court law, allowing the Government to launch its announced competence dispute with 

President Salome Zurabishvili.  

New clauses introduced by the bill make it possible for state bodies to lodge a competence claim 

against another body over its “action or inaction.” Existing legislation allowed launching a dispute 

primarily to determine the compliance of normative acts issued by the defendant (Civil.ge, April 12, 

2022). 

3. Batumi City hall failed to elect chairperson 

On April 12, due to the lack of quorum Batumi City Hall failed to elect GD nominated candidate on 

the post of chairperson. The session was boycotted by the oppositional parties: UNM, For Georgia 

and Lelo (Radiotavisupleba.ge, April 12, 2022).  

4. Chairman of GD talks about the plans of opposition to coup 

On April 13, Chairman of Georgian Dream, Irakli Kobakhidze informed society through press briefing 

that the opposition is planning the revolution “as they have failed to win last elections”. According to 

him Lelo for Georgia was working on the strategy in Bakuriani. He said that this is a reason why GD 

is not planning to work with Lelo for Georgia on filling out EU questionnaire (Ipn.ge, April 13, 2022). 

 Economy and Social Affairs 

5. Enterprise Georgia launches new Export Assistance Programme 

On April 7, Enterprise Georgia presented a new program facilitating Export from Georgia for SME 

local businesses. 

Incorporating three technical assistance components, the new programme also seeks to minimise 

export challenges and implement mechanisms stimulating export. 

Technical assistance components of the programme are as follows:  

 Product Licensing / Certification - below €10,000  

 Branding / Product Packaging - below 20,000 GEL ($6,493/€5,949) 

 International Network Entry – below €10,000 (Agenda.ge, April 7, 2022) 

6. WB decreased Georgia’s economic growth forecast to 2.5% 

On April 11, it became known that World Bank decreased Georgia’s economic growth forecast from 

5.5% to 2.5%. According to Economic review of Europe and Central Asia, the war in Ukraine will affect 

economic growth of the regions. Pre-war expectation for the region was 3% growth but now it has 

decreased by 4.1% and amounted -1.1% (Bpn.ge, April 11, 2022). 

7. ADB: Georgian economy to slow to 3.5% growth in 2022 due to Ukraine war 

On April 6, ADB updated Georgia’s economic forecast to 3.5% saying that after promising  double 

digit growth in 2021, due to Russian invasion of Ukraine, Georgian economy is expected to slow 

down. It will achieve 5% in 2023.ADB also forecasts that inflation to slow at 7% in 2022 and 4% in 

2023 (adb.org, April 12, 2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

8. Tbilisi Condemns Tskhinvali Polls 

https://civil.ge/archives/484911
https://civil.ge/archives/482179
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/31798619.html
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119385-irakli-kobakhidze-part-of-the-opposition-gathered-in-bakuriani-they-made-revolutionary-plans-how-to-overthrow-the-government-how-to-organize-a-coup
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1166
https://www.bpn.ge/article/93889-msoplio-bankma-cels-sakartvelos-ekonomikis-zrdis-prognozi-55-dan-25-mde-sheamcira/
https://www.adb.org/news/georgia-economy-grow-3-5-2022-adb
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17. Ukraine’s Verkhovna 

Rada Speaker talks about 

Ukraine-Georgia 

relations 

18. Speaker of the 

Parliament plans to visit 

Ukraine 

19. Two more Georgian 

volunteers die in war in 

Ukraine 

20. Georgia has received EU 

Membership 

Questionnaire 

21. Georgian President calls 

on “everyone” in Georgia 

to unite 

22. EU Ambassador Hartzell 

talks about EU Candidate 

status questionnaire 

23. Boris Johnson reaffirms 

UK support for Georgia 

in letter to Georgian PM 

On April 10, MFA of Georgia condemned “presidential elections” held today in occupied Tskhinvali 

Region/South Ossetia as “yet another illegal act of the Russian Federation directed against Georgia’s 

sovereignty and territorial integrity.” 

“Such provocative actions are aimed to legitimize the illegal occupation of the Georgian regions and 

the ethnic cleansing of Georgians,” the Ministry asserted in a statement (Mfa.gov.ge, April 10, 2022) 

9. US Embassy condemns de facto “elections in South Ossetia 

On April 10, US Embassy in Georgia published a statement condemning and not recognizing de facto 

“presidential elections” of Georgia’s South Ossetia Region saying: “No “elections” or a priori 

illegitimate “referendum” calling for incorporation of South Ossetia into Russia can change this.  

Accordingly, we reiterate our strong support for Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity within 

its internationally recognized borders.” (US Embassy in Georgia, April 10, 2022) 

10. EU does not recognize “presidential elections” in South Ossetia 

On April 10, EU Ambassador to Georgia, Carl Hartzell said that European Union does not recognize 

so called “presidential elections” in Georgia’s South Ossetia Region, saying: "We continue to support 

Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally recognised borders and to 

pursue our policy of non-recognition and engagement, including through the EU Special 

Representative and the EU Monitoring Mission," (EU Delegation to Georgia, April 10, 2022) 

11. Reports: Runoff Expected in S. Ossetia 

On April 10,  various media reported from Tskhinvali that incumbent South Ossetian leader Anatoly 

Bibilov has failed to secure outright victory in the occupied region’s “presidential elections” on April 

10. 

Russian state controlled TASS news agency quoted one of the opposition candidates, Alexandr Pliev 

as saying that Bibilov will face Alan Gagloev of the opposition Nykhas party in the second round 

(Civil.ge, April 11, 2022). 

12. Tskhinvali de-facto authorities plan to appoint second round of Presidential elections 

on May 8 

On April 12, Chairperson of CEC Emilia Gagieva talked to news agency RES about holding second 

round of the presidential elections on May 8: “The date was determined based on the fact that April 

24 is a religious holiday Easter, there is a decree of President Leonid Tibilov from 2015, in which this 

date is defined as a holiday. The following Sunday after the 24th is also a holiday in accordance with 

the calendar of holidays - this is May 1st. In the Constitutional Law "On Basic Guarantees of Electoral 

Rights and the Right to Participate in a Referendum of Citizens of the Republic of South Ossetia"  

(Cominf.org, April 12, 2022) 

Security & Foreign Policy 
13. Chairman of GD talks about sanctions against Russia 

On April 7, while talking with TV Imedi Irakli Kobakhidze, Chairman of GD explained two reasons why 

Georgian government will not introduce sanctions against Russia: “First is risk of military intervention 

from Russia and of course the sanctions are directly connected to this. Second is economic issue, we 

have trading relations with Russia and cutting of these ties will harm dramatically Georgian economy, 

including energy sector this step will be very harmful” – said Kobakhidze (Tabula.ge, April 7, 2022). 

14. Georgia Not Helping Russia Evade Sanctions, Says PM 

On April 8, Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili,  during visit to Rustavi City, ruled out Georgia helping 

Russia to evade sanctions. 

Rebuffing Kyiv’s allegations on Tbilisi aiding Russian smuggling transit, PM Garibashvili said “Georgia 

will never allow the transit of sanctioned goods [through its territory].” 

“This accusation that [Georgia’s] Government is involved in it is absurd.” 

The Prime Minister said the Georgian authorities are in “full coordination” with international partners, 

exchanging any information related to similar “sensitive issues.” (Civil.ge, April 8, 2022) 

15. Georgia’s Parliament Speaker Rejects Bucha Invitation 

On April 8, speaker of the Parliament of Georgia, Papuashvili was invited to visit Bucha city where 

Russian armed forces organized massacre of Ukrainians. 

https://mfa.gov.ge/News/saqartvelos-sagareo-saqmeta-saministros-ganck-(74).aspx?CatID=5
https://ge.usembassy.gov/the-u-s-embassy-statement-on-de-facto-elections-in-georgias-south-ossetia-region/
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/remarks-ambassador-hartzell-so-called-presidential-elections-georgian-breakaway_en?s=221
https://civil.ge/archives/484958
https://tabula.ge/ge/news/683828-kobakhidze-sanktsiebze-ori-paktoria-samkhedro
https://civil.ge/archives/484640
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According to Papuashvili due to the attempts to separate Georgian people and its government is not 

welcome from his side and therefore the official invitation is inappropriate. Despite this, he expressed 

his unequivocal support towards Ukraine and Ukrainian people and denounced Russia’s 

wrongdoings in Bucha. Later cabinet of the Speaker of the Parliament published a statement 

according to which Papuashvili moved to remote work due to the health issues (Papuashvili’s 

Facebook account, April 8, 2022). 

16. GD Chairman talks about pre-conditions to hold a visit to Ukraine 

On April 11, Chairman of Georgian Dream Irakli Kobakhidze talked about pre-conditions which 

Ukrainian side should satisfy in order to hold a visit of GD leaders to Kyiv. He outlined three main 

topics: 

 Appointment of Ambassador to Georgia; 

 Either prove or provide evidence on smuggling from Georgia to Russia or recognize that this 

information was a lie; 

 Release from the official state positions members of Georgian radical opposition. 

Before Kobakhidze’s briefing, chairman of GD Parliamentary Faction, Mamuka Mdinaradze talked 

about possibility to visit Ukraine by members of Georgian Dream, but in case of Speaker’s visit 

Ukraine should have respond do the letter published by Papuashvili several days ago.  

Meanwhile, the parliamentary opposition (except European Socialists) are coordinating between 

each other to hold a joint visit to Ukraine. Deputy Chairman of the Parliament from political party 

“Citizens” Levan Ioseliani is in charge of planning this visit (On.ge, April 11, 2022). 

17. Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada Speaker talks about Ukraine-Georgia relations 

On April 12, Speaker of Verkhovna Rada (Parliament) of Ukraine talked to Georgian IMEDI TV and 

discussed relations between two countries. According to him, Georgia has always been supporting 

Ukraine by co-sponsoring important resolutions, rallies in Tbilisi and other cities. He also talked about 

UNM members holding official positions in Ukraine and said that despite differences from the first 

day of Russian invasion, Ukrainian politicians agreed unanimously to put away differences until war 

is over. Stefanchuk said that now it is a time for unification internally or externally (Imedi TV, April 12, 

2022). 

18. Speaker of the Parliament plans to visit Ukraine 

On April 13, Shalva Papuashvili, Speaker of the Parliament of Georgia announced that he held a 

phone conversation his Ukrainian counterpart Stefanchuk and sides have agreed on holding a 

meeting in Kyiv.  

Later the same day sides have held an online meeting after which Papuashvili said that he and his 

Ukrainian counterpart clarified many things and absolutely agree with each other and thanked him 

for his attitude. Also Speaker of Georgian Parliament emphasized that it is important that Ukraine 

appoint the ambassador in Georgia, especially in this situation. 

After the online meeting with Stefanchuk, Papuashvili met representatives of the GD and offered to 

hold a joint visit to Ukraine but as the Speaker was going the format had to be changed and as 

Speaker of the Parliament said he offered the opposition to compose the delegation based as 

follows: three members of majority and three members of the opposition, but they refused on this. 

Member of UNM Khatia Dekanoidze had replied to the statement of Papuashvili saying that there 

were some offers from the Georgian Dream, but such offers, like trade, cannot be made with regard 

to Ukraine. Therefore the opposition and majority will go to Kyiv.  

One more member from the opposition, Giorgi Vashadze said that the opposition is united in terms 

of the decision to go separately to Ukraine. 

Later, Chairman of Majority, Mamuka Mdinaradze offered the opposition a new format for the 

delegation, according to him each oppositional party will have one quota to nominate members of 

the delegation (Civil.ge, Ipn.ge, April 13, 2022).  

19. Two more Georgian volunteers die in war in Ukraine 

On April 10, former Minister of Defence, Irakli Okruashvili who is fighting in Ukraine against Russian 

invasion announced that two more Georgian volunteers were killed in action near city of Kharkov. In 

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/remarks-ambassador-hartzell-so-called-presidential-elections-georgian-breakaway_en?s=221
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=387045770093863&set=a.328356269296147
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=387045770093863&set=a.328356269296147
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119351-mamuka-mdinaradze-the-parliamentary-majority-is-ready-to-send-some-of-its-members-to-ukraine-if-we-receive-an-answer-from-ukraine-and-if-they-take-back-at-least-one-word-after-insulting-us
https://on.ge/story/102143-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%96%E1%83%9D%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%96%E1%83%90%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%90-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A6%E1%83%9A%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%90%E1%83%9E%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90%E1%83%9B%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%A2%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%93%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9C%E1%83%94%E1%83%96%E1%83%94%E1%83%AA-%E1%83%A8%E1%83%94%E1%83%93%E1%83%92%E1%83%94%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%97%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9B%E1%83%AA%E1%83%90-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%A4%E1%83%98%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%9E%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%90-%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%90%E1%83%AE%E1%83%98%E1%83%AB%E1%83%94-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%99%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%96%E1%83%98%E1%83%A2%E1%83%96%E1%83%94
https://imedinews.ge/ge/politika/245788/ruslan-stepanchuki-dzalian-minda-mtelma-msopliom-gaigos-rom-akhla-aris-gaertianebis-dro-kvelaperi-danarcheni-politika-shida-sakitkhebi--amas-chven-gadavtskvett-ertoblivi-gamarjvebis-shemdeg
https://civil.ge/archives/485585
https://civil.ge/archives/485585
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119389-shalva-papuashvili-i-and-my-ukrainian-counterpart-clarified-many-things-and-we-absolutely-agree-with-each-other-we-saw-his-attitudes-and-i-think-i-should-thank-him-for-that
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119390-shalva-papuashvili-i-think-it-is-necessary-for-the-ambassador-of-ukraine-to-be-in-georgia-in-this-situation
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119397-shalva-papuashvili-i-offered-the-opposition-to-have-their-representatives-in-the-parliamentary-group-three-from-the-majority-three-from-the-opposition-unfortunately-they-did-not-agree-on-it
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119396-khatia-dekanoidze-there-were-some-offers-from-the-georgian-dream-but-such-offers-like-trade-cannot-be-made-with-regard-to-ukraine
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119395-giorgi-vashadze-the-opposition-is-likely-to-go-to-ukraine-separately
https://www.interpressnews.ge/ka/article/705969-mamuka-mdinaraze-acxadebs-rom-kartuli-ocneba-mzad-aris-parlamentis-tavmjdomaris-delegaciis-shemadgenlobashi-romelic-ukrainashi-gaemgzavreba-qvela-opoziciuri-politikuri-jgupis-tito-carmomadgeneli-shevides
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total, six Georgian citizens have died in the war since the start of the Russian invasion (Agenda.ge, 

April 10, 2022). 

20. Georgia has received EU Membership Questionnaire 

On April 11 in Luxembourg, EU Membership Questionnaire was handed to Georgia. Based on the 

Questionnaire, the European Commission will deliver its opinion on granting the country a candidate 

status.   

 The European Union membership questionnaire was handed to the Georgian Foreign Minister, Ilia 

Darchiashvili by Oliver Varhelyi, the European Commissioner for Neighbourhood and Enlargement. 

By making EU membership application and receiving EU membership questionnaire, Georgia has 

advanced to a qualitatively newer, more ambitious and important stage on its path of EU integration. 

This logical step under the EU procedure envisages assessing the country’s political and economic 

performance and the compliance of its legislation with EU Law (Mfa.gov.ge, April 11, 2022). 

21. Georgian President calls on “everyone” in Georgia to unite 

On April 11, after Georgia received EU Questionnaire, President Zourabichvili held a briefing and 

emphasized following topics: 

 The questionnaire is an opportunity of Georgia provided by EU member states, EU leadership 

and even more by Ukraine! We might need many years before getting this chance and we 

have to use this opportunity; 

 These questions does not have yes and no answers whole country must work together. EU 

had given this opportunity to Georgia and now it up to us how we response to it. We are 

responsible to the future of the next generations. This was decision to move from 

bureaucratic approach to political decision, I’ve been informed about that during my trip in 

Brussels; 

 This is an opportunity Georgia has been striving for a long time, since the first independence 

(meaning First Republic 1918-1921). It is our national interest; 

 Whole political spectrum should unite over this questionnaire, this is part of our national 

consensus. We have to response what are our achievements and problems. Now is the time 

to unite over this topic and who is against this, is against Georgia (TV Pirveli, April 11, 2022). 

22. EU Ambassador Hartzell talks about EU Candidate status questionnaire 

On April 11, EU Ambassador to Georgia Carl Hartzell held a press conference and touched the issue 

of Georgia receiving EU candidate status questionnaire. According to him now the ball is on the court 

of Georgia and now it is up to the country how it will respond. He added that this process will be big 

and difficult (Agenda.ge, April 11, 2022). 

23. Boris Johnson reaffirms UK support for Georgia in letter to Georgian PM 

On April 11, PM of UK Boris Johnson sent a letter to his Georgian counterpart to express support on 

the matter of 30th anniversary of the re-establishment of diplomatic relations. 

In the letter, the UK PM notes the “importance” the United Kingdom attaches to the relationship, 

telling Garibashvili he is “delighted by how the relationship has broadened and flourished, 

symbolized by our annual format of the Wardrop Strategic Dialogue and a new UK-Georgia Bilateral 

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement” (Agenda.ge 

https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1199
https://mfa.gov.ge/News/%E2%80%8Binformacia-saqartvelostvis-evrokashiris-kandidati.aspx?CatID=5
https://www.facebook.com/tvpirveli/videos/3264408123839364
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1230
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1228
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 Georgian Officials meetings with International Partners During April 4-6 

Georgian official Location Occasion Date 

PM Irakli Garibashvili Tbilisi Met with UNDP Director of the Regional Bureau Mirjana Spoljaric Egger. 

discussed implemented projects ad future plans 

April 7 

PM Irakli Garibashvili Tbilisi Met with Turkish Minister of Interior, Suleyman Soylu and discussed 

strategic partnership between states 

April 7 

PM Irakli Garibashvili Tbilisi Hosted Members of European Parliament from Security and Defense 

Committee. Discussed EU membership and security issues 

April 11 

FM Ilia Darchiashvili Brussels  At NATO Foreign Ministerial Georgian and Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 

Ministers met each other and briefly talked. 

April 7 

FM Ilia Darchiashvili Brussels  met with NATO Secretary General, Stoltenberg at NATO Ministerial April 7 

FM Ilia Darchiashvili Brussels met with his Turkish counterpart Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu at NATO Ministerial April 7 

FM Ilia Darchiashvili Brussels Met with his Dutch counterpart  Wopke Hoekstra at NATO Ministerial April 7 

FM Ilia Darchiashvili Brussels Met with his Japanese counterpart  Yoshimasa Hayashi at NATO 

Ministerial 

April 7 

FM Ilia Darchiashvili Luxemburg Held an introductory meeting with Moldovan counterpart April 11 

Interior Minister 

Vakhtang Gomelauri 

Tbilisi Met with his Turkish  Suleyman Soylu counterpart in Tbilisi and discussed 

cooperation and war in Ukraine 

April 7 


