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 Political Developments 

1. GD Adopts Key Legal Changes to the Constitutional Court Law 

On April 14, Georgian Dream-led Parliament has paved the way for the Government to launch a 

competence dispute with President Salome Zurabishvili after lawmakers pushed through amendments 

to the Law on Constitutional Court in the final hearing (Parliament.ge, April 14, 2022). 

2. Security Service: UNM Plans Attacking Georgian Delegation in Ukraine 

On April 15, State Security Service  said that it is probing a possible provocation planned by the United 

National Movement — the largest opposition party — during the parliamentary delegation’s trip to 

Ukraine, led by Speaker Shalva Papuashvili. 

The SSG confirmed to Civil.ge the investigation is ongoing under Article 325 (1) of the Criminal Code, 

envisaging encroachment upon the life, health or property of public political officials of Georgia. The 

crime carries a prison term of seven to twenty years or life imprisonment (Civil.ge, April 15, 2022). 

3. State Security Service Issues 2021 Report 

On April 18, State Security Service  issued its annual report for 2021, outlining key challenges and 

threats for the country and its countermeasures. 

Among the key challenges during the year, the SSG named Russia’s continued policy directed at 

annexation of occupied Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia and Abkhazia and activities of foreign 

intelligence services and their “attempts at interfering in Georgia’s social and political affairs.” (Civil.ge, 

April 18, 2022) 

4. Court Orders Penitentiary to Provide Proper Medical Treatment to Saakashvili 

On April 20, Tbilisi City Court Judge Nino Chakhnashvili ordered the Director of Special Penitentiary 

Service to ensure the providing of appropriate medical services to jailed ex-President Mikheil 

Saakashvili. 

The Judge turned however turned down a motion by Saakashvili’s lawyers for the Penitentiary Service 

to allow a group of doctors from a local nonprofit, Empathy Center, to pay systematic visits to the ex-

President at the Rustavi Prison, assess his condition and treat him (Civil.ge, April 20, 2022). 

5. Freedom House reports deterioration of Georgian democracy 

Freedom House published a new report Nations in Transit 2022, according to which Georgia’s 

democratic score decreased from 3.18 to 3.07. The ratings are based on a scale of 1 to 7, with 1 

representing lowest and 7 the highest. Since 2004 eight countries have entered the hybrid regime, 

including Georgia and none of them left so called gray zone. The report says that The EU should 

expedite consideration of membership applications lodged by Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine, cutting 

red tape while maintaining high standards for commitments throughout the application process 

(Nations in Transit, April 2022). 

 Economy and Social Affairs 

6. Deputy Economy minister: int’l companies leaving Russia, Belarus an opportunity for 

Georgia 

On April 14, International companies leaving the Russian and Belarusian markets due to the war in 

Ukraine is an “opportunity” for Georgia to attract new businesses and new investments, and create new 

jobs in the country, Irakli Nadareishvili, the Deputy Economy Minister, said in comments at an event 

organised by the International School of Economics Research Institute (Agenda.ge, April 14, 2022) 

7. March 2022: money transfers to Georgia up 2.6% 

On April 15, National Bank of Georgia revealed that the remittances to Georgia from abroad totaled 

$193.1 million in March 2022, posting a 2.6 percent increase year-on-year. The largest remittance 

https://parliament.ge/media/news/parlamentma-mesame-mosmenit-miigho-sakartvelos-sakonstitutsio-sasamartlos-shesakheb-organul-kanonshi-shesatani-tsvlileba
https://civil.ge/archives/486103
https://civil.ge/archives/486386
https://civil.ge/archives/486809
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/2022-04/NIT_2022_final_digital.pdf
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1280
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senders were from Italy with $36.05 million, Russia with $27 million and the United States with $25.64 

million (nbg.gov.ge, April 15, 2022). 

8. Prime Minister’s initiative, state program launches to assist agricultural land lot owners 

On April 18, at the session of the Government, PM Garibashvili announced about new assistance 

program for agricultural land owners. According to him: “"The size of subsidies for agricultural lands 

will be set at 300 GEL per hectare, and subsidies will be issued to the owners of lands, also co-owners 

and beneficiaries, with an area of 0.25 through 1.25 hectares. This assistance will be deposited on their 

special agricultural cards, in the form of subsidy points that they will be able to use to purchase goods 

necessary for agricultural activities. I believe it will be very important assistance to apply to about 

300,000 farmers. The project's budget is 35 million GEL, and I believe this will have a positive impact 

on reducing the capital cost of products. In addition, besides small land-owners, we also assist large 

farm-owners by finance 9% of the interest on their loans for operating costs. Also, under the state 

project for assistance in growing annual crops, 20 million GEL has been issued in loans since March 22. 

Thus, we continue assisting farmers in this direction as well.” (Gov.ge, April 18, 2022) 

9. Gov’t launches ₾2.5 bln “large-scale” infrastructure projects 

On April 18, at the session of Government Prime Minister of Georgia Irakli Garibashvili announced that 

the Government is launching large-scale infrastructure projects in the country under about a ₾2.5 

billion ($817mln/€757mln) initiative.  Set to run between three to four years, the move will see the 

Government offer ₾2 billion ($653mln/€605mln) in projects to construction companies in the country, 

and provide them state-guaranteed commissions to attract finances (Agenda.ge, April 18, 2022). 

10. Irakli Garibashvili: infrastructural projects in the value of 968.5 MLN GEL will be 

implemented during 3 years in Georgia 

On April 19, at the meeting of National Council meeting Action Plan for the Development of Highlands 

in 2021-2023 were discussed. It was held and led by Irakli Garibashvili, Prime Minister of Georgia at the 

Government Administration. The Action Plan envisages 968.5 MLN GEL to be spent on projects for the 

upgrade of infrastructure and social support of highlanders in Georgia during the coming 3 years. The 

volume exceeds the earmarking in the similar period of the last year by 29% (gov.ge, April 19, 2022). 

11. Import of energy from Russia increased by 31.6% 

On April 19, Business Press News announced based on the information of Electric Energy Market 

Operator (ESKO) that during March 2022 323.858 mln. Kwt/hr was imported from Russia, while in 

February it amounted 221.488 mln kwt/hr (Bpn.ge, April 19, 2022). 

12. Georgia’s Foreign Trade Up 37.9% in January-March 2022 

On April 19, National Statistics Office (Geostat) released preliminary estimates of Georgia’s foreign 

trade turnover in the first three months of 2022, which amounted to USD 3.87 billion – a 37.9% increase 

compared to the same period last year. 

Exports increased by 43.3% year-over-year to USD 1.17 billion, while imports went up 35.7%, reaching 

USD 2.7 billion. The trade deficit stood at USD 1.52 billion, making up 39.4% of the trade turnover in 

January-March 2022 (geostat.ge, April 19, 2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

13. Tskhinvali Runoff Race Slated for April 28 

On April 14, The election administration has set the second round of “presidential elections” in 

occupied Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia for April 28, Tskhinvali-based RES news agency reported 

(Cominf.org, April 14, 2022). 

14. Energy Prices to Hike in Abkhazia 

On April 15, Civil.ge published an article saying that energy prices in Abkhazia are increasing. According 

to the article, energy prices will roughly double in Russian-occupied Abkhazia starting July 1, 2022. The 

prices – differentiated for 10 types of consumer categories — are set to increase each year, through 

2026. 

https://nbg.gov.ge/en/page/money-transfers
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81761
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1330
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81769
https://www.bpn.ge/article/94214-rusetidan-elektroenergiis-importi-316-it-gaizarda/
https://www.geostat.ge/media/44497/External-Merchandise-Trade--in-January-March-2022.pdf
https://cominf.org/node/1166542892
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With the price hike, the Abkhaz authorities are seemingly aiming to reduce the excess power 

consumption, which led to frequent outages and rolling power cuts in recent years in the region 

(Civi.ge, April 15, 2022). 

15. New “Defense Minister” Appointed in Tskhinvali 

On April 18, Anatoly Bibilov appointed lieutenant colonel Vladimir Pukhaev as the Russian-occupied 

region’s new “defense minister.” Pukhaev, 40, had served since 2017 as a senior intelligence officer at 

the general staff of the S. Ossetian armed forces, Bibilov’s press service reported (Presidentruo.org, April 

18, 2022). 

16. Alan Gagloev: Relations with Georgia depends on multiple factors 

On April 20, runner up of de-facto presidential elections of South Ossetia, Alan Gagloev talked about 

future relations between Tskhinvali and Tbilisi. According to him it depends on multiple factors. He said 

that everything depends on Georgian side and South Ossetian people have made their decision in 1992 

and 2002-2003 was the period when trade relations have improved with Georgian society. “… after 

2008 war, relations with Georgia are possible through Geneva discussions format and IPRM. There are 

no other formats and it depends on the multiple factors to return to the relations of 2002-2003,” – said 

Gagloev.  (Radiotavispuleba.ge, April 20, 2022) 

17. In Moscow Bibilov and Kozak discussed issues of bilateral cooperation 

On April 20, President of South Ossetia Anatoly Bibilov and Deputy Head of the Presidential Executive 

Office of Russia Dmitry Kozak discussed issues of bilateral cooperation during the meeting in Moscow, 

the press service of the President of the Republic informed the “Res” news agency 

According to the press service, during the meeting topical issues of the Russian-South Ossetian 

cooperation were discussed. Particular attention was paid to the implementation of the Program for 

socio-economic development of the Republic of South Ossetia until 2025, as well as the effective use 

of the budget funds of the Russian Federation, directed to strengthening the socio-economic situation 

in the Republic (Cominf.org, April 20, 2022). 

Security & Foreign Policy 
18. German Ambassador: “impossible” to bypass sanctions imposed against Russia through 

Georgia 

On April 14, Ambassador of Germany to Georgia held an interview with Public Broadcaster of Georgia 

and discussed bypassing sanctions. According to him Georgia's International partners are confident 

that the country is ensuring international sanctions imposed against Russia due its invasion in Ukraine 

are implemented, making it impossible to bypass them through the Georgian territory (1TV, April 14, 

2022) 

19. Georgian Government publicizes EU Questionnaire 

On April 15, Government of Georgia has publicized the questionnaire delivered by the European 

Commission to prepare the Opinion on the country’s membership application to the EU. 

The 42-page-long document is divided into two parts, political and economic criteria, consisting of 369 

questions in total. The two parts are divided into three and two sections, respectively, and about 20 

subsections in total. 

Earlier same Georgian opposition lawmakers have addressed EU Commissioner for Neighborhood and 

Enlargement, Oliver Varhelyi to facilitate the transparency over Georgia’s process of completing the EU 

questionnaire (Civil.ge, April 15, 2022). 

20. Three More Georgian Fighters Killed in Ukraine 

On April 16, three more Georgian volunteers fighting for Ukraine were killed in action today, Vano 

Nadiradze, a long-time Georgian fighter in Ukraine announced on Facebook. With the passing of the 

three men, the death toll of Georgian volunteer fighters against Russia’s full-scale invasion in Ukraine 

has increased to nine (Civil.ge, April 16, 2022). 

21. Georgia’s Parliamentary Delegation Visits Bucha, Irpin 

https://civil.ge/archives/486002
https://presidentruo.org/anatolij-bibilov-naznachil-vladimira-puxaeva-ministrom-oborony-respubliki-yuzhnaya-osetiya/
https://civil.ge/archives/486809
https://cominf.org/en/node/1166542999
https://1tv.ge/news/hubert-qnirshi-darwmunebuli-vart-da-vicit-rom-saqartvelo-akhorcielebs-saertashoriso-sanqciebs-saqartvelos-meshveobit-saertashoriso-sanqciebis-gverdis-avla-sheudzlebelia/
https://civil.ge/archives/485976
https://civil.ge/archives/486081
https://civil.ge/archives/486205
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On April 16, Georgian cross-party parliamentary delegation, on visit to Ukraine, traveled today to the 

towns of Bucha and Irpin northwest of Kyiv, which saw egregious crimes during weeks-long Russian 

occupation. 

“No words can describe the suffering [and] misery in Bucha and Irpen — an unspeakable [and] shocking 

tragedy in the heart of Europe in XXI century,” tweeted Parliamentary Chairperson Shalva Papuashvili, 

who leads the Georgian delegation. 

One day earlier US Ambassador to Georgia emphasized the importance of multi-party delegation’s 

visit to Ukraine, saying that to her understanding, Speaker Papuashvili had a very positive call with his 

Ukrainian counterpart and the misunderstanding will be eliminated. 

Meanwhile, on April 15, UNM leadersL Nika Melia, Eka Kherkheulidze, Koba Nakopia and Fourth 

President of Georgia, Giorgi Margvelashvili held an independent visit to Ukraine. According to Melia 

he visited Ukraine as representative of Georgian people, not opposition. Margvelashvili stated that he 

joined the delegation as former president and represents Mikheil Saakashvili as well who is in the prison 

at this moment (Civil.ge, Agenda.ge, On.ge,  April 15-16, 2022). 

22. Lawmakers Sum Up Joint Trip to Ukraine 

On April 18 MPs of Georgian parliament summed up their trip to Ukraine. According to Parliament 

Speaker Shalva Papuashvili  the visit allowed the sides to “sort out many issues,” including the Ukrainian 

Defense Ministry Intelligence’s claim that Georgia was allowing Russia to set up a smuggling channel 

through its territory. 

Vice Speaker Levan Ioseliani of the Citizens party, who was part of the delegation, said that the trip was 

a “turning point” for the deteriorating ties between Kyiv and Tbilisi amid Russia’s brutal invasion of 

Ukraine. Ioseliani is returning to Georgia with the chairman of his party Citizens, Aleko Elisashvili who 

has been fighting in Ukraine against Russia. 

Another opposition member of the delegation, Lelo MP Ana Natsvlishvili said in a Facebook post late 

on April 17 that the trip was “much needed for the relations of the two countries.” (Civil.ge, April 18, 

2022) 

23. Ruling party head: Georgia not imposing sanctions on Russia, but won’t allow their 

circumvention 

On April 18, Chairman of Georgian Dream said that Georgia is not imposing sanctions against Russia, 

but the country will not become a way to circumvent the international measures taken against the 

Kremlin for its invasion of Ukraine In an interview with Palitra News, Kobakhidze said the Georgian 

Government acted “in the interests of its own country” in not imposing sanctions, echoing previous 

comments by ruling party officials on the matter (Agenda.ge, April 19, 2022). 

24. Georgian Rightsholders Association Accused of Aiding Russia Sanctions Evasion 

On April 20, Leader of political party Droa, Elene Khoshtaria unveiled a letter to show the RAO offering 

the Estonian Authors’ Society (EAÜ) to forward the due royalties via the Georgian Association. In the 

document, the RAO supposedly says the GERA would receive the payments in Russian Rubles, convert 

them locally into U.S. Dollars or Euros and then transfer them to the EAÜ. According to the letter, GERA 

has further expressed readiness to carry out the operations without charging any additional fees except 

the costs of transactions. 

GERA denies the allegations. It issued a brief statement, stressing it has neither received the letter from 

the Russian Authors’ Society unveiled by Elene Khoshtaria today nor agreed to any such offer by RAO 

nor has plans to do so in the future. Instead, GERA shot back at the opposition leader, demanding from 

her to publish any documents that could confirm GERA had accepted the proposal from the Russian 

organization (civil.ge, April 20, 2022). 

 

https://civil.ge/archives/486207
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1313
https://on.ge/story/102441-%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%9D%E1%83%AB%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98-%E1%83%93%E1%83%90-%E1%83%92%E1%83%98%E1%83%9D%E1%83%A0%E1%83%92%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%92%E1%83%95%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-%E1%83%A3%E1%83%99%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%90%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C
https://civil.ge/archives/486435
https://civil.ge/archives/486308
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1343
https://civil.ge/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/RAO-%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%92%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%93.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/GERAassociation/posts/5411383402205984
https://civil.ge/archives/486783
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 Georgian Officials meetings with International Partners During April 14-20 

Georgian official Location Occasion Date 

FM Ilia Darchiashvili Prague Held first official visit to Czech Republic and met  European Affairs 

Minister Mikuláš Bek. 

April 14 

Chief of Defence 

Forces, Gen. Giorgi 

Matiashvili 

Tbilisi Met Major General Joseph Gerrard, the Deputy Commanding General 

of US Army Europe and Africa 

April 14 

Minister of Economy, 

Levan Davitashvili 

Baku Held official visit to Baku, Azerbaijan and held a meeting with the 

President of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev 

April 18 

MF Ilia Darchiashvili Phone 

conversation 

Held a phone conversation with his Ukrainian counterpart Dmytro 

Kuleba 

April 15 

President, PM and 

Speaker  

Tbilisi Held a meeting with the Speaker of Azerbaijan’s National Assembly  
Sahiba Gafarova during her official visit to Georgia 

April 19 

MF Ilia Darchiashvili Phone 

Conversation 

Held a phone conversation with his Chinese counterpart  Wang Yi   April 20 

Defence and Security 

Committee, MoD 

Tbilisi Held meetings with  NATO’s Deputy Assistant Secretary General for 

Emerging Security Challenges James Appathurai during his visit to 

Georgia 

April 20 

Minister of Finance, 

Lasha Khutsishvili 

Washington Held meetings with financial organizations, state department April 20 

Prosecutor General, 

Girogi shotadze 

Yerevan Held meeting with his counterpart April 20 


