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 Political Developments 

1. New NDI Poll indicates public attitudes towards political parties 

On April 21 NDI’s new poll was published according to which, majority of the interviewees remain 

political undecided and only 35% named political parties closest to them. 22% says that GD is closest 

to them and 7% says it’s UNM only 6% marked other political parties. In response to Russian invasion 

to Ukraine, Georgians commitment to EU membership remains solid with 82% supporting it as well 

as NATO (71%). Also more people think that Georgia distanced itself from EU (27% before war, 36% 

after invasion). The poll shows a trend that less people believe that Georgia will benefit from closer 

ties with Russia. Meanwhile more people think that Georgia should limit its economic relations with 

Georgia and half of Georgians approve of the government decision not to join sanctions against 

Russia among those majority are GD supporters (75% don’t approve). Simultaneously 66% of 

interviewees support the introduction of visa regime for Russians (Ndi.org, April 21, 2022). 

2. Public TV Board Chair Elected 

On April 21, The Georgian Public Broadcaster’s board of trustees elected Georgian Dream-named 

member Vasil Maglaperidze as its chair for a three-year term. The freshly-elected board chair has 

previously served as the Deputy Chair of the Georgian Dream party, in January-March 2021. Prior to 

that, he held the post of Georgian Public Broadcaster’s General Director (Civil.ge, April 221, 2022). 

3. Kobakhidze Slams ‘NGO Clan’ Over Judiciary Criticism 

On April 21, during interview with pro-governmental TV IMEDI, Georgian Dream party chairperson, 

Irakli Kobakhidze has claimed non-governmental organizations’ criticism over the “judicial clan” stems 

from their attempts to restore the United National Movement party’s influence on courts. 

MP Kobakhidze said: “these so-called NGOs, that are conducting this campaign [on the judicial clan] 

have the sole aim of restoring – at least partially – the UNM’s control over the court.” 

The ruling party chief stated that local civil society organizations’ criticism against the “judicial clan” 

began only after UNM-appointed cadres lost the positions as senior justices (Civil.ge, April 22, 2022). 

4. Georgia to change rules for covert surveillance and wiretapping 

On April 22, it was announced that the rules of covert surveillance and wiretapping may change in 

Georgia. The government has already submitted an initiative to the parliament, where discussions 

have begun on legislative changes that will greatly facilitate the conduct of covert investigative actions 

by the authorities and increase the duration of covert surveillance. 

Under current legislation, the maximum period for carrying out covert investigative actions is 6 

months, and with new amendments, the right to covert surveillance and eavesdropping is increased 

to 9 months (Jam-news.net, April 22, 2022). 

 Economy and Social Affairs 

5. Rothschild & Co Presents First Draft Strategy for Transforming Georgia into a 

Multifunctional Regional Hub to the Prime Minister of Georgia 

On April 20, First Draft of the Strategy for Transforming Georgia into a Multifunctional Regional Hub, 

which has been developed by one of the largest financial groups of the world - Rothschild & Co - is 

now readily available. 

It was presented by Arielle Malard de Rothschild, Managing Director of Rothschild & Co to Irakli 

Garibashvili, Prime Minister of Georgia today. Strategy includes specific projects and steps leading to 

the transformation of Georgia into a multifunctional regional hub. 

Key priorities of the strategy are the attraction of foreign direct investments (FDI), creation of new 

employment opportunities, introduction of modern financial and technological innovations, 

https://www.ndi.org/sites/default/files/NDI%20Georgia_March%202022%20poll_public%20version_ENG_VF.pdf
https://www.ndi.org/sites/default/files/NDI%20Georgia%20press%20release_March%202022%20poll_Eng.pdf
https://civil.ge/archives/487082
https://civil.ge/archives/487162
https://jam-news.net/georgia-to-change-rules-for-covert-surveillance-and-wiretapping/
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promotion of robust financial centers and development of the capital market in the country (gov.ge, 

April 20, 2022). 

6. Georgian Finance Minister, EBRD President discuss reform agenda 

On April 21, Georgia’s readiness to implement reforms in the fields of energy security and 

independence, as well as the country’s infrastructure and the capital market were highlighted during 

a meeting between the Georgian Finance Minister Lasha Khutsishvili and Odile Renaud-Basso, the 

President of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the Ministry announced 

(Agenda.ge, April 21, 2022) 

7. Finance Minister discusses Georgia’s macroeconomic, fiscal parameters with IMF 

officials 

On April 21, The current macroeconomic and fiscal parameters of Georgia were discussed at a meeting 

between Lasha Khutsishvili, the Georgian Finance Minister, and International Monetary Fund high 

officials, the state body announced.  

Khutsishvili discussed various financial and political issues with Paul Hilbers, the Executive Director of 

IMF, and Jihad Azour, the Director of the Middle East and Central Asia Department at the Fund 

(Agenda.ge, April 21, 2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

8. Former Abkhaz ‘Culture Minister’ Arrested over Corruption 

On April 21, Abkhaz authorities arrested recently resigned “culture minister” Gudisa Agrba over the 

alleged cases of corruption, involving large-scale misappropriation and embezzlement. 

The arrest came a day after prosecutors of the occupied region have launched a criminal probe against 

Agrba, as well as entrepreneur Nadir Jinal, who allegedly aided Agrba in committing the supposed 

crimes (Civil.ge, April 21, 2022). 

9. Bibilov Meets Kremlin Official in Moscow 

On April 20, The South Ossetian leader’s office reported that the deputy head of the Russian 

presidential administration, Dmitry Kozak hosted Anatoly Bibilov in Moscow. 

At the meeting, special attention was paid to the implementation of the program for the social-

economic development of the occupied region, as well as effective spending of the Russian budget 

funds, a press release by Bibilov’s office noted (Presidentruo.org, April 20, 2022). 

10. Tskhinvali Opens Crossing Points for Easter Holidays 

On April 21, Tskhinvali based RES news agency reported that Kremlin-backed authorities of the 

Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia have temporarily opened three crossing points along the dividing 

line with Georgia proper from 08:00 on April 21 to 20:00 on April 25 for Orthodox Christian Easter 

holidays (Cominf.org, April 21, 2022). 

11. Tskhinvali Court Rejects Runoff Date 

On April 23 Tskhinvali court has ruled that conducting presidential runoffs on Thursday, April 28 goes 

against the law. The region’s election administration is now instructed to set a new date for the second 

round of polls, in which incumbent leader Anatoly Bibilov will face frontrunner Alan Gagloev, 

opposition Nykhas party leader. 

“We could have at least held a session today and set the date, but not knowing the reason why the 

court cancelled our decision, we cannot set a new date,” the head of election administration, Emilia 

Gagieva was quoted as saying by RES news agency. 

The election administration in Russian-occupied Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia has rescheduled the 

second round of “presidential elections” to May 8. (Cominf.org, April 23, 2022). 

12. Bibilov: I see substantive development of South Ossetia after joining Russia 

On April 25 Anatoly Bibilov held a Instagram live where he talked about his expectations of the 

development of South Ossetia. 

https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81776
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1395
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1388
https://civil.ge/archives/486889
https://presidentruo.org/vstrecha-s-dmitriem-kozakom/
https://cominf.org/node/1166543003
https://cominf.org/node/1166543042
https://cominf.org/node/1166543083
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“I see the serious development of South Ossetia when joining Russia in absolutely all spheres of life, 

this will be an event of historical importance, and the happiest day for me and for every Ossetian, a 

citizen of our republic,” Bibilov said (Cominf.org, April 25, 2022). 

13. Georgian Citizen Released from Occupied Tskhinvali 

On April 25, Georgia’s State Security Service announced that Georgian citizen Kakhaber Merebashvili, 

arrested by the Russian occupation forces near Mejvriskhevi village of Tbilisi-controlled Gori 

Municipality, has been released from the custody of Tskhinvali. 

The SSG said the EUMM-managed hotline, as well as “other instruments” of the central government 

were used in the process to secure the release of Merebashvili (Official facebook account of SSG, April 

25, 2022). 

14. Reconciliation Minister, USAID Georgia Director discuss cooperation 

On April 21, The cooperation of Georgian state agencies with the United States in implementation of 

its civil equality and integration policy was discussed in a meeting between Tea Akhvlediani, Georgia’s 

State Minister for Reconciliation and Civil Equality and Peter Wiebler, the mission Director of the 

Georgian office of the US Agency for International Development (Agenda.ge, April 21, 2022). 

Security & Foreign Policy 
15. The Minister of Foreign Affairs assessed the progress of filling in the questionnaire with 

the agencies 

On 21 April 2022, an interagency consultation was held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, chaired by 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Ilia Darchiashvili, to discuss the completion of the questionnaire provided 

to Georgia by the European Commission. 

 The purpose of the meeting was to coordinate, evaluate and outline further actiond to complete the 

EU candidate country self-assessment questionnaire on time (Mfa.gov.ge, April 21, 2022). 

16. Georgian President Hosts U.S. Lawmakers 

On April 21, Georgian President Salome Zurabishvili hosted a delegation of the U.S. Congress, led by 

Senator Chris Coons (D-DE). 

“We are here intentionally, we are here because we know Georgia is important… We see the critical 

steps Georgia is taking in this region and on the world stage,” said Senator Coons during the joint 

press briefing. 

The next day, Irakli Garibashvili, Prime Minister of Georgia met a visiting delegation of US Senators 

and Congressmen led by Chris Coons (D-DE) of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relation (Civil.ge, 

April 21, 2022). 

17. Irakli Garibashvili, Prime Minister of Georgia Meets US Ambassador to Georgia 

On April 21, War waged in Ukraine, security position in the region and intensifying partnership 

between Georgia and USA were among the key topics discussed by Irakli Garibashvili, Prime Minister 

of Georgia and H.E. Kelly C. Degnan, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 

States of America to Georgia (gov.ge, April 21, 2022) 

18. Irakli Garibashili, Prime Minister of Georgia Discusses Official EU Membership 

Application of Georgia with H.E. Hubert Knirsch, Ambassador of Germany to Georgia 

On April 21, ficial EU Membership Application filed by the country and relations between Georgia and 

Germany were among the key topics of discussion between Irakli Garibashvili, Prime Minister of 

Georgia and H.E. Hubert Knirsch, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Federal 

Republic of Germany to Georgia (gov.ge, April 21, 2022) 

19. UNM members meet with Andriy Yermak, Davit Arakhamia and Ruslan Stefanchuk 

On April 21, The members of the United National Movement met with the representatives of the 

Ukrainian government. Nika Melia's official Facebook page spreads the information about it. 

According to the statement, Nika Melia and other party leaders met with the head of the Ukrainian 

presidential administration - Andriy Yermak, the chairman of the faction of President Zelensky's party 

https://cominf.org/node/1166543059
https://www.facebook.com/sssgeo/posts/5079174472136645
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1393
https://mfa.gov.ge/News/sagareo-saqmeta-ministrma-ucyebebtan-kitkhvaris-sh.aspx?CatID=5
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81786
https://civil.ge/archives/487153
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81780
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81782
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in the Verkhovna Rada - Davit Arakhamia, and the chairman of the Ukrainian Rada - Ruslan Stefanchuk 

(Ipn.ge, April 21, 2022). 

20. Georgian PM, Austrian Chancellor Speak Over the Phone 

On April 22, PM Irakli Garibashvili and Chancellor Karl Nehammer spoke over the phone. “Irakli 

Garibashvili stressed the importance of the support [of partners] on the path to European integration 

and expressed hopes that the Republic of Austria will stand by Georgia on the path to membership,” 

said the Georgian Government’s press release (Gov.ge, April 22, 2022). 

21. Georgian Revenue Service: all products under international sanctions list subject to 

strict customs control 

On April 22, Revenue Service said that any type of goods, both military and dual-use, as well as all 

products included in the international sanctions imposed by the United States, United Kingdom, 

European Union and individual countries on Russia and Belarus over the military aggression in Ukraine 

are subject to “strict customs control” in Georgia (Agenda.ge, April 22, 2022). 

22. Patriarch Condemns Russia’s War, Atrocities in Ukraine 

On April 24, Patriarch of Georgia published Easter Epistle where he condemned Russia’s war and 

atrocities in Ukraine. As per the epistle, the wars are “disaster,” as they “take the lives of thousands of 

people, violate all laws, morals, values, bring destruction and material-cultural damage, sow cruelty 

and widespread hatred.” The Easter message also reads that while human beings need to wage 

“inevitable war” on themselves to overcome egoistic mindset, “most people are not waging wars on 

themselves, but against neighbors, trying to achieve their egoistic goals through greed and 

confrontation.” (Official Facebook Account of Patriarchate of Georgia, April 24, 2022) 

23. Zelensky says he does not understand Georgian government and returns Ambassador 

as soon as feels support towards Ukraine 

On April 24, Zelensky responded Georgian journalist during his press conference: “I think Georgian 

people is the closest to Ukraine, especially starting from the first revolution. Unfortunately I don’t 

understand positions of the leaders of your country and that is hurtful for me. I’ve been hearing 

messages that they have to protect economi. Which economy? They already took part of Georgia. I 

don’t think that all of this is worse. We will return Ambassador to friendly Georgia as soon as we feel 

support from the leaders of your government.” (Radiotavisupleba.ge, April 24, 2022) 

24. Davit Arakhamia: I will appeal to the EU and US leadership to consider imposing 

personal sanctions on Ivanishvili and his assets in the West 

On April 25, Davit Arakhamia, chairman of the Servant of the People faction in Verkhovna rada wrote 

on his telegram that he will appeal to EU and US leadership to consider imposing personal sanctions 

on Ivanishvili. According to Arakhamia, today Ivanishvili has become Georgia's Yanukovych and he 

and his cronies are pursuing a policy towards Ukraine that isn't supported by the Georgian people 

(Ipn.ge, April 25, 2022). 

 

https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119514-unm-members-meet-with-andriy-yermak-davit-arakhamia-and-ruslan-stefanchuk
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=GEO&sec_id=573&info_id=81785
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1411
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1687656304938054&id=215648822138817
https://www.radiotavisupleba.ge/a/31817925.html
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119560-davit-arakhamia-i-will-appeal-to-the-eu-and-us-leadership-to-consider-imposing-personal-sanctions-on-ivanishvili-and-his-assets-in-the-west

