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 Political Developments 

1. Tapes Suggest Business Dealings Between Ivanishvili, Sanctioned Russian Tycoon 

On April 25 An anonymous Youtube channel Cyber Kmara published two recordings purporting to 

show a phone call between sanctioned Russian oligarch Vladimir Yevtushenkov and Georgian 

billionaire and founder of the ruling Georgian Dream party Bidzina Ivanishvili about possible business 

dealings amid the war in Ukraine. 

In the first recording, the Russian tycoon, former chair and majority stakeholder of Sistema JSFC, 

purportedly informed Ivanishvili that his deputy, Ali Uzdenov, and a man named David — supposedly 

ethnic Georgian businessman David Khidasheli or former Sistema board member David Iakobashvili 

—  would visit Georgia to discuss “crops.” 

“This could be interesting for you and others,” the Russian oligarch supposedly said in the recording, 

dated March 10. “If you sign up for this affair, I would do it.” 

In a second recording, dated March 12, Ivanishvili supposedly told Yevtushenkov that he had sent 

the two visitors from Russia to meet the Prime Minister, and his long-time associate – Irakli 

Garibashvili. 

“He [Garibashvili] is young and will take care of everything. I told him what to do and they are 

probably already meeting each other,” the Georgian billionaire supposedly added. 

The sanctioned Russian oligarch can then be heard asking Ivanishvili to personally sit down with the 

envoys, with the sides agreeing that a meeting could take place the next day (Civil.ge, April 26, 2022). 

2. Conflicting Reports on Russian Tycoon Meeting Georgian PM 

On April 26, Sanctioned Russian oligarch Vladimir Yevtushenkov reportedly confirmed today that his 

associate Ali Uzdenov met Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili in March, while his affiliate, 

businessman David Khidasheli denied the claim.   

The conflicting reports came after two recordings emerged purporting to show Yevtushenkov, former 

majority stakeholder of Sistema JSFC, and Georgian billionaire and ruling Georgian Dream founder 

Bidzina Ivanishvili discussing business dealings amid the war in Ukraine. Ivanishvili supposedly told 

the oligarch that he had instructed Uzdenov and Khidasheli to meet PM Garibashvili. 

Government-critical Formula TV cited Yevtushenkov as saying that Uzdenov indeed visited Georgia 

and met the Prime Minister, albeit suggesting the two discussed vacations. 

He refused to comment as to what the trip’s purpose was businesswise and denied the visit had any 

political objectives. The sanctioned oligarch also denied having any business relations with Ivanishvili, 

claiming they are merely friends (Formula TV, April 26, 2022). 

3. Garibashvili Denies Meeting Russian Tycoon 

On April 27, Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili denied having met Russian tycoon Ali 

Uzdenov, allegedly dispatched by sanctioned oligarch and former majority shareholder of Sistema 

JSFC Vladimir Yevtushenkov with a business proposal to Georgia in March. 

The PM confirmed to reporters however that he was approached about “certain business proposals” 

by ethnic Georgian businessman David Khidasheli, supposedly sent to Tbilisi alongside Uzdenov 

(Civil.ge, April 27, 2022). 

4. Controversial Surveillance Law Clears First Hurdle 

On April 26, 2022 the sweeping amendments on wiretapping to the Criminal Procedure Code, tabled 

by the ruling Georgian Dream party, cleared the first hurdle at the Parliament. 

The bill, endorsed by 74 ruling party MPs and 3 opposition lawmakers of the GD-aligned European 

Socialists party, extends the maximum possible surveillance period to nine months from six and 

makes it possible to carry out covert investigative activities in connection with 27 more offenses, 

among others (Parliament.ge, April 26, 2022). 

5. Saakashvili’s Health Deteriorated Further, Ombudsperson’s Experts Say 

https://civil.ge/archives/487301
https://formulanews.ge/News/69424
https://civil.ge/archives/487632
https://info.parliament.ge/file/1/BillReviewContent/299033?
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On April 27, A new evaluation by the group of doctors convened by the Public Defender said that 

ex-President Mikheil Saakashvili’s health has “further deteriorated” since their previous visit to the 

Rustavi Prison in January. 

The Public Defender’s office stated that physicians found during the April 22 visit to Saakashvili that 

the ex-President is currently in a negative catabolic state (ombudsman.ge, April 27, 2022). 

6. Special Penitentiary Service: imprisoned former President Saakashvili provided with 

adequate diet, medical care, rights in prison 

On April 29, The Special Penitentiary Service of Georgia said the imprisoned former President Mikheil 

Saakashvili was provided with three meals per day, had a variety of diet fully available for him, and 

received regular parcels in detention. 

Responding to recent statements on rights and imprisonment conditions of the politician by his 

supporters, the agency said any claim on Saakashvili not receiving adequate treatment was a “lie and 

a deliberate attempt to mislead the public” (Agenda.ge, April 29, 2022). 

7. Ex-MP Says Georgian Dream Censored Criticism Against Putin 

On April 29, Former senior Georgian Dream lawmaker Gedevan Popkhadze has said starting 2017 

the ruling party had worked to expose and “neutralize” Facebook criticism by the party members 

against Russian President Vladimir Putin. 

In his remarks with anchor Vakho Sanaia at govt-critical Formula TV on April 29, Popkhadze claimed 

the governing party’s central office tasked regional offices to resort to “conversations” with social 

media critics of Putin. 

According to Popkhadze, the targeted members were explained it was not in the interests of the 

party to criticize the Russian President. 

Popkhadze further claimed the State Security Service, the chief domestic intelligence agency, was 

tasked to monitor the implementation of the task (formulanews.ge, April 29, 2022). 

8. Sacked Outspoken Journalists to Sue Public TV 

On May 2, Journalists sacked by Georgian Public Broadcaster after speaking out against alleged pro-

Russian censorship, among others, announced today they will launch a lawsuit against the state-

funded TV network.  

Former anchor of the weekly analytical show “Akhali Kvira” Imeda Darsalia said today that he and 

two journalists — Tamta Janadze and Sopo Zedelashvili — fired them on April 28, over “false and 

unfounded statements made publicly.” 

In the press conference at the Transparency International (TI) Georgia office, Darsalia said that the 

dismissals were signed by the General Director of the GPB, Tinatin Berdzenishvili, who he claimed 

was aware of the “gross interference” in the show’s editorial policy before the journalists went public 

with the accusations (TI Georgia’s facebook, May 2, 2022). 

9. Georgia’s Press Freedom Ranking Takes Dramatic Decline 

On May 3, Paris based press freedom watchdog, Reporters Without Boarders published a new report, 

2022 World Press Freedom Index : a new era of polarization. According to the report Georgia’s 

freedom of press has deteriorated compared to previous year. If in 2021 Georgia scored 71.36 points 

and took 60th place among 180 countries, with 2022 report Georgia received only 50.30 points and 

went to 89th place. 

The country profile says that The media landscape is diverse and, at the same time, heavily polarised. 

Television is the principal news source. Media owners often keep their hand in controlling editorial 

content. Regional and community radio stations are strengthening, as readership of the print media 

declines and the online news audience grows. 

In terms of political context, The country is undergoing a new and serious political crisis following 

contested legislative elections in October 2020. This environment favours sustained competition for 

control of television networks. Georgian law prohibits political parties from owning media, but the 

big networks generally defend the interests of their owners, who often have close ties to political 

leaders. The same tendency exists in state-owned media, which are subject to interference from the 

authorities, who respond to media criticism with censorship, raids and intimidation (Rsf.org, May 3, 

2022). 

10. Court Rules 2019 Dismissal of Rustavi 2 TV Employees Unlawful 

https://ombudsman.ge/eng/akhali-ambebi/sakhalkho-damtsvelis-mier-shekmnil-spetsialisttaekspertta-jgufis-daskvna-n6-mikheil-saakashvilis-sameditsino-mdgomareobis-monitoringis-shedegebis-shesakheb
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1506
https://formulanews.ge/News/69712
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=569068131128102
https://rsf.org/en/index
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On May 4, The Tbilisi City Court has found that Rustavi 2 TV unlawfully dismissed former News 

Department chief Nodar Meladze and entertainment show host Nanuka Zhorzholiani following the 

controversial change of the channel’s ownership in 2019. 

Transparency International (TI) Georgia, which represented Meladze and Zhorzholiani in their 

separate disputes against Rustavi 2 TV, told Civil.ge today that the Court ordered the channel to pay 

a compensation of GEL 80 thousand (USD 26 thousand) to the former news service chief and GEL 62 

thousand (USD 20 thousand) to the former show host (Civil.ge, May 4, 2022). 

 Economy and Social Affairs 

11. President of NBG Gvenetadze talks about key economic challenges 

On April 26, Koba Gvenetadze, Governor of the National Bank of Georgia, participated in the annual 

conference organized by Columbia University, Challenges and Responses to Inflation and Market 

Fallouts from Emerging Market Economies. In his speech, Gvemetadze focused on high inflation as 

the global challenge of the economy, underscoring the importance of the policy pursued by the 

monetary authorities (nbg.gov.ge, April 26, 2022). 

12. Georgia’s GDP Up 10.6% in March 2022 

On April 29, National Statistics Office of Georgia published rapid estimates of year-over-year 

Georgia’s real GDP growth for March 2022, which reportedly increased by 10.6%. Meanwhile 

Georgia’s economy grew by 14.4% in the first quarter of 2022 (Geostat.ge, April 29, 2022). 

13. Russian-Owned Georgian Mineral Water Giant Suspends Production 

On April 29, the information of Georgian mineral water Borjomi’s decision to suspend production 

was publicized in the media. According to the company, it has suspended work in both of its factories 

in Georgia over “difficult circumstances” surrounding Russia’s war in Ukraine. 

In the brief statement, IDS Borjomi stressed that the already difficult situation in its key export 

destinations — presumably Russia and Ukraine — was compounded by restricted access to its bank 

accounts, “depriving the company of the possibility to receive [foreign] currency revenues and settle 

with creditors.” The company produces sparkling mineral water brands Borjomi, Likani, Mitarbi as 

well as still natural water Bakuriani in Georgia. There are about 400 employees at the Borjomi 

factories, Labor, a labor union for workers in the agriculture, trade, and manufacturing sectors has 

reported (Civil.ge, April 29, 2022). 

14. PM says large scale HPP projects should be built only with the involvement of the state 

On April 30, PM Irakli Garibashvili talked about perspectives of building large scale hydro power 

plants. According to him economic team of the government is working on the plan to construct HPPs 

with the involvement of the state.  

“We won’t achieve energy independence without building big HPPs and the state has enough 

resources to implement these plans. Namakhvani, Nenskra and Hudoni should belong to people and 

state, not private investors” – said Garibashvili (netgazeti.ge, April 30, 2022). 

15. PM: Masks are not mandatory in Georgia anymore 

On May 2, Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili has announced an easing of a country-wide mask 

mandate effective immediately during a government sitting this morning.  

Masks will now be required in public transport and medical facilities only, the PM said.  

PM Garibashvili made the decision after close consultation with Health Minister Zurab Azarashvili 

and other health experts. He credited stable infection rates as the basis for the decision (Georgian 

Government’s Facebook, May 2, 2022). 

16. Georgia, Czech Republic sign deal on trade, economic relations 

On May 2, Georgian Ministry of Economy announced that Georgia and the Czech Republic have 

signed an agreement on priority directions in trade and economic relations between the two 

countries.  

The agreement was revealed during the 6th Session of the Intergovernmental Commission on 

Economic Cooperation, where questions of deepening relations in trade, investment, energy, 

transport, tourism, agriculture and other priority areas were discussed. 

Deputy Minister of Economy Genadi Arveladze, who signed the deal from the Georgian side, said the 

Government was looking forward to intensifying and strengthening the ties with the Czech Republic. 

Czech Republic is one of the top three investor countries in Georgia, with its investments in the 

country's energy sector exceeding $82 million - a fact that was also noted during the session, the 

Ministry said (economy.ge, May 2, 2022). 

https://civil.ge/archives/488916
In%20his%20speech,%20the%20Governor%20of%20the%20National%20Bank%20of%20Georgia%20focused%20on%20high%20inflation%20as%20the%20global%20challenge%20of%20the%20economy,%20underscoring%20the%20importance%20of%20the%20policy%20pursued%20by%20the%20monetary%20authorities
https://www.geostat.ge/media/44882/Rapid-Estimates-of-Economic-Growth%2C-March-2022.pdf
https://civil.ge/archives/488103
https://netgazeti.ge/business/608089/
https://www.facebook.com/GeorgianGovernment/posts/363431925817827
https://www.facebook.com/GeorgianGovernment/posts/363431925817827
http://www.economy.ge/?page=news&nw=1918
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17. Petrol increased by 41% during last year 

On May 3, Georgian media announced that price of oil products have almost doubled compared to 

last year. Reportedly year-to-year comparison shows that petrol prices increased by 41.4%, while 

diesel price increased by 53.4%. On.ge writes about possible variables that could affect the change 

of prices. The first reason is of course increased price on the barrel of oil on the international market. 

According to media outlet, PM Garibashvili announced on May 2 that some companies have started 

importing lower price oil products which have not been reflected to the prices and the competition 

agency will study this case. 

The second reason is exchange rate of GEL to USD and taking into consideration that it is unstable, 

the prices should change respectively, but despite recent strengthening of the national currency by 

11% it did not affect change of the petrol and diesel prices. 

Third reason is additional taxes imposed by the government such as excise duty. For example if one 

liter petrol costs 3.81 GEL on Georgian market, 95 tetri goes on taxes: 58 tetri VAT, 37 tetri Excise 

Duty (On.ge, May 3, 2022).  

18. Competition Agency: import of gasoline, diesel up 7.2% in Georgia in 2021 

On May 3, Georgian National Competition agency published an annual report according to which 

Georgia imported 1,453,707 litres of gasoline and diesel in 2021, marking a 7.2 percent increase 

compared to the previous year. Diesel fuel accounted for 45.7 percent of total imports, while for 

gasoline the figure was 54.3 percent and the largest originating countries were Turkmenistan with 

22.1 percent, Russia with 19.2 percent and Romania with 18.2 percent (gnca.gov.ge, May 3, 2022).  

19. Gov’t agency rejects TV report on Russian tanker “assisted to circumvent sanctions” in 

Batumi port 

On May 3, The Georgian Maritime Transport Agency has rejected a TV report that alleged a Russian 

tanker had been provided with services in Georgia's Black Sea port of Batumi in circumvention of 

sanctions imposed on Russia for its invasion of Ukraine.  

The Agency was responding to a report of the opposition-minded TV Pirveli channel about SVL Pride, 

a Russian-flagged tanker that entered the Batumi Port on Monday with a transit cargo of 5,000 

tonnes of diesel fuel designated for Armenia. 

The maritime body said the unloading of the product from the vessel had been carried out in 

“compliance with both domestic and international norms,” noting the fifth package of the European 

Union sanctions involving a ban on Russian-flagged vessels entering EU ports, did not apply to 

energy products, agriculture, food and humanitarian aid (Agenda.ge, May 3, 2022). 

20. Economy Minister: Georgia close to introducing digital national currency in pilot mode 

On May 4, Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Economic Development, Levan Davitashvili said that 

Georgia is approaching the stage where it will introduce a digital national currency in pilot mode, 

with a “full-scale change” to take several years. 

In a conference involving the National Bank of Georgia, United States Agency for International 

Development’s Economic Security Programme and the World Bank, Davitashvili noted the 

digitisation of the Georgian Lari would be an “important stage” for the development of financial 

services in the country, pointing out simplification, acceleration and cheapening of payment systems 

(Agenda.ge, May 4, 2022). 

21. World Bank official pledges to support Georgia during “difficult” times 

On May 4, Sebastian Molineus, the Bank’s Regional Director for the South Caucasus that The World 

Bank is “ready to provide assistance” to Georgia during the “difficult” period involving challenges 

created by the financial impacts of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Molineus made the comment in an address at an event about facilitating financial inclusion with the 

involvement of the National Bank of Georgia, the country’s Economy Ministry, the United States 

Agency for International Development’s Economic Security Programme and the World Bank 

(Agenda.ge, May 4, 2022). 

22. Georgian PM to participate in international donors' conference for Ukraine 

On May 4, Administration of the Government said that Prime Minister of Georgia Irakli Garibashvili 

will feature in a conference involving international donors for Ukraine and hosted by Poland. 

Garibashvili will be accompanied by Foreign Minister Ilia Darchiashvili on the official trip (Agenda.ge, 

May 4, 2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

https://on.ge/story/103404-%E1%83%91%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9A%E1%83%9D-%E1%83%94%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%94%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98-%E1%83%91%E1%83%94%E1%83%9C%E1%83%96%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98-41-4-%E1%83%98%E1%83%97-%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%AB%E1%83%95%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%93%E1%83%90
https://admin.competition.ge/uploads/4ded76bf81764b9db0e7a5902301d992.pdf
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1556
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1571
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1574
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1581
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23. Co-Chair of Geneva Talks Responds to Moscow’s Accusations 

On April 28, EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus and the crisis in Georgia, Co-Chair of 

the Geneva International Discussions (GID) Toivo Klaar has reacted to recent accusations from 

Moscow over the postponement of the 56th round of GID. 

On April 26, Denis Gonchar of the Russian MFA accused the Co-Chairs from the EU, UN, and OSCE 

of “taking hostage” the negotiations, and slammed the postponement as an “unfriendly and 

politicized step.” 

In response to these accusations Toivo Klaar talked to Civil.ge “I don’t believe they [Gonchar’s 

comments] accurately reflect the decision by the Co-Chairs to postpone the recent round. The 

decision to postpone the recent round was taken in order to protect the process and to avoid a 

situation where the international environment, in particular the war in Ukraine, would negatively 

affect the proceedings of the round itself and thereby of the GID as a whole.” (Civil.ge, April 28, 2022). 

24. Bibilov Plays Tough Honesty Card in Akhalgori 

On April 28, Incumbent S. Ossetian leader Anatoly Bibilov has played touch honesty card over the 

reopening of crossing points with Georgia proper during his pre-election meeting in Akhalgori the 

occupied region’s ethnic Georgian majority district. 

“There are two ways to open the checkpoints — diplomatically and by joining Russia. It is impossible 

to open the road by deception,” Bibilov wrote in his Telegram channel today after the meeting. 

Bibilov has seemingly targeted his rival, frontrunner Alan Gagloev from the opposition Nykhas party, 

who allegedly promised Akhalgori residents to open the crossing points – closed since 2019 — in 

case his victory (Civil.ge, April 28, 2022). 

25. Ruling party head: using military means to reclaim Russian-occupied regions 

”absolutely ruled out” 

On April 28, Chairman of Georgian Dream held a press conference where he responded to the calls 

from Ukraine to use military force for returning occupied territories of Georgia. 

When it comes to reclaiming Sokhumi and Tskhinvali militarily - I would like to remind you that if 

such a thing happens in theory, then you will have to fight not only against the Russian occupation 

forces, but also against Abkhazians and Ossetians. We had such a thing 30 years ago. After 30 years, 

we cannot do the same,” the GD official said (Agenda.ge, April 28, 2022). 

Security & Foreign Policy 
26. Georgia prepares for hosting 2023 UEFA European U21 Championship 

On April 26, at the cabinet meeting, PM Garibashvili announced that 100 million GEL will be allocated 

to rehabilitate stadiums in Tbilisi, Saguramo, Kutaisi, Tskaltubo, Kobuleti, and Batumi, under the 

Program for Developing Sports Infrastructure. Purpose of the project is to prepare above-mentioned 

cities for hosting 2023 UEFA European U21 Championship. The competition will be held during June 

9-July 2, 2023 in Georgia and Romania. Bucharest will host opening match and Tbilisi final match 

(Gov.ge, April 26, 2022). 

27. Georgia prepares for hosting 2023 UEFA European U21 Championship 

On April 26, at the cabinet meeting, PM Garibashvili announced that 100 million GEL will be allocated 

to rehabilitate stadiums in Tbilisi, Saguramo, Kutaisi, Tskaltubo, Kobuleti, and Batumi, under the 

Program for Developing Sports Infrastructure. Purpose of the project is to prepare above-mentioned 

cities for hosting 2023 UEFA European U21 Championship. The competition will be held during June 

9-July 2, 2023 in Georgia and Romania. Bucharest will host opening match and Tbilisi final match 

(Gov.ge, April 26, 2022). 

28. US to allocate $35 million for strengthening Georgia’s defence capabilities 

On April 27, Voice of America reported that The United States will allocate $35 million to Georgia for 

the country to strengthen its defence capabilities against threats from Russia (Agenda.ge, April 27, 

2022) 

29. Georgian President attends former US State Secretary’s funeral in Washington, DC 

On April 27, Georgian President Salome Zourabichvili attended the funeral of Madeleine Albright, 

the former US Secretary of State in Washington, DC (Agenda.ge, April 27, 2022). 

30. U.S. House Adopts Georgia Support Act 

On April 27, US House of Representatives passed Georgia Support Act. As per the bipartisan bill, the 

U.S. President should impose entry and property-blocking sanctions against foreign persons 

https://ria.ru/20220425/rossiya-1785221529.html
https://civil.ge/archives/487844
https://civil.ge/archives/487963
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1478
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81805
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81805
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1443
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responsible for or complicit in serious human rights abuses in Georgia’s Russian occupied Abkhazia 

and Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia (house.gov, April 27, 2022). 

31. Ukraine’s Podolyak Takes Aim at Ivanishvili’s Russia Links 

On April 28, Ukraine’s presidential advisor Mikhailo Podolyak has aimed at reported Russian business 

links of Bidzina Ivanishvili, former Georgian PM and founder of the ruling Georgian Dream party. 

Podolyak said a fresh report by corruption watchdog Transparency International Georgia, detailing 

business ties of Ivanishvili and his inner to Russia, “showed why the [Georgian] government refused 

to consider any sanctions on [Russia].” (Podolyak’s Twitter, April 28, 2022) 

32. Ukrainian Presidential Advisor’s “misunderstood statements” “unfortunate” - 

Georgian FM 

On April 29, The Georgian minister said the release of “misunderstood statements” was “unfortunate” 

on the backdrop of Georgia’s efforts to “develop bilateral relations”, adding the statement by the 

Ukrainian official was “damaging” to the relations (Agenda.ge, April 29, 2022). 

33. European Parliament “welcomes” EU membership bids from Georgia, Moldova, 

Ukraine - President Metsola 

On April 28, during the meeting with NATO Secretary General Stoltenberg, Roberta Metsola, the 

President of the European Parliament, said the lawmaking body welcomed the recently submitted 

formal European Union membership bids from Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. 

“We were the institution to welcome the application from all three countries [Georgia, Moldova and 

Ukraine]. We understand the difficulties, and the challenges, and the threats that those countries are 

under,” Metsola said (Nato.int, April 28, 2022). 

34. Georgian Post: Georgia ranks 1st in Ukraine aid supply via mail 

On April 29, National Post of Ukraine publicized information about aid supply from countries and 

reportedly Georgian post is leading the list of countries (Agenda.ge, April 29, 2022). 

35. Gov’t publishes second part of EU membership questionnaire following PM decision 

On April 29, Government of Georgia published  the second part of the European Commission 

questionnaire for Georgia’s European Union membership, following a decision by Prime Minister 

Irakli Garibashvili to make the document public (gov.ge, April 29, 2022). 

36. Georgia Submits Part of EU Questionnaire 

On May 2, Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili handed over to EU Ambassador Carl Hartzell the Georgian 

Government’s response to the first part of the EU membership questionnaire (gov.ge, May 2, 2022). 

37. 30 CSOs Demand Government Release EU Questionnaire Answers 

On May 2, 30 Georgian civil society organizations called on the Georgian Government to release the 

answers they submitted to part one of the EU membership questionnaires. 

The appeal comes after the government refused to release the answers on April 29, with Foreign 

Minister Ilia Darchiashvili saying it would be inadvisable to make the response public. 

The CSOs pointed out that in line with Georgian legislation, public information can be made secret 

only if it is considered to be a professional, personal, commercial, or state secret (Transparency.ge, 

May 2, 2022). 

38. Court Finds Five Guilty of Islamic State Membership 

On May 3, the Tbilisi City Court has handed down guilty verdicts to five persons accused of Islamic 

State membership, the Prosecutor’s Office of Georgia said. 

The Court handed a twelve-year prison sentence to one of the suspects, found guilty of joining a 

foreign terrorist organization and supporting the group in its activities (Article 328 of the Criminal 

Code), and ten-year sentences to four, convicted of joining a foreign terrorist organization (Article 

371(1)). 

As per the prosecutors’ account, the person sentenced to twelve years had recruited the other four 

people into the Islamic State, and all five of them had planned to join the organization as fighters 

(Pog.gov.ge, May 3, 2022). 

 
 

https://clerk.house.gov/Votes/2022131
https://twitter.com/Podolyak_M/status/1519728884597596161
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_194909.htm
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1499
https://www.gov.ge/files/573_81827_881717_QuestionnairepartIIGeorgia.pdf
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81885
https://transparency.ge/ge/post/evrokavshiris-kitxvaris-pasuxebis-gasajaroebis-shesaxeb?fbclid=IwAR0pTnmLeeUgnJWp3cw8QhGOgJxbeQyEIRtXTWh72XJXS6yu6-oODRmdSH4
https://pog.gov.ge/news/prokuraturis-mier-wardgenili-mtkicebulebebis-safuZvelze-sasamarTlom-teroristuli-organizaciis-wevrob
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 Georgian Officials meetings with International Partners During April 14-20 

Georgian official Location Occasion Date 

PM Irakli Garibashvili Tbilisi Met Kazakh Delegation Led by Special Representative of the President, 
Yerzhan Kazikhan 

April 26 

PM Irakli Garibashvili Tbilisi Met  Javier Colomina, NATO Secretary General’s Special Representative 

for the Caucasus and Central Asia 

April 27 

FM Ilia Darchiashvili Baku Held business trip to Baku and met high officials, including President of 

Azerbaijan Ilham Alyiev,  Azerbaijani Prime Minister Ali Asadov, chief 

diplomat Jeyhun Bayramov, and National Assembly Speaker Sahiba 

Gafarova 

April 27 

VPM, Minister of 

Economy, Levan 

Davitashvili 

Tbilisi Held a meeting with  Kazakh Minister of Industry and Infrastructure 

Development Kairbek Uskenbayev 

April 28 

Finance Minister, 

Lasha Khutsishvili 

Tbilisi Held a meeting with  Ben Dickinson, the  Head of the Global Relations 

and Development Division of the Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and Development’s Centre for Tax Policy and Administration. 

April 28 

President Salome 

Zourabichvili 

Phone 

conversation 

Heled a phone conversation with Moldovan counterpart Maia Sandu April 28 

President 

Zourabichvili 

USA Held a meeting with US House of Representatives Speaker, Nancy 

Pelosi. 

April 28 

PM Irakli Garibashvili Tbilisi Held a meeting with  Toivo Klaar, Co-Chair of Geneva International 

Discussions (GID) and EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus 

and the Crisis in Georgia 

April 28 

FM Ilia Darchiashvili Phone 

conversation 

Held a phone conversation with Estonian counterpart,  Eva-Maria 

Liimets 

April 28 

FM Ilia Darchiashvili Yerevan Held a business trip and met with high officials of Armenia, including  
Armenian President, Prime Minister, chief diplomat, and National 

Assembly Speaker 

April 30 

Speaker Papuashvili Tbilisi Held a meeting with  Miloš Vystrčil, the President of the Senate of the 

Czech Republic. The latter held meeting with PM, FM and other high 

officials of Georgia as well. 

April 30 

- May 2 

PM, Justice Minister Tbilisi PM and Justice Minister of Georgia held a meeting with the Minister of 

Justice of Armenia. 

May 2 

President Salome 

Zourabichvili 

Berlin Held a meeting with her counterpart, German President  Frank-Walter 

Steinmeier 

May 2 

PM, MIA Tbilisi PM Garibashvili and Minister of Internal Affairs, Gomelauri held a 

meeting with Secretary of Armenian Security Council,  Armen Grigoryan 

May 4 

PM Garibashvili Tbilisi PM Garibashvili held a meeting with Minister of Defence of Armenia, 

Suren Papikyan 

May 4 

Deputy FM, Economic 

Minister 

Tbilisi Deputy Foreign Minister Kvtisiashvili and Vice-Prime Minister, Minister 

of Economy held meetings with  Parliamentary Vice Foreign Minister 

Taro Honda 

May 4 

PM Garibashvili Tbilisi Irakli Garibashvili, Prime Minister of Georgia met Matteo Mecacci, 

Director of the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

(ODIHR) at the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

(OSCE). 

May 4 

Deputy FM Darsalia Tbilisi Held a meeting  with the Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic 

Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR), Matteo McCach 

May 4 


