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 Political Developments 

1. As Ivanishvili Battles Swiss Bank, GD Hints at U.S. Pushing Georgia into War 

On May 10, The Georgian Dream party chair Irakli Kobakhidze advanced accusations today that 

certain forces from abroad –  hinting at the U.S. – are pushing the GD founder, former PM Bidzina 

Ivanishvili to return to politics and make a choice “for war.” 

The somewhat outlandish accusation, echoed by pro-government pundits in what looks like a 

coordinated campaign, came as Switzerland-based investment banking company Credit Suisse is 

said to delay the payment of around USD 600 million to Ivanishvili, which he won in a court 

settlement. 

GD chair says the bank unfairly quoted “geopolitical circumstances” to justify the delay (Civil.ge, 

May 10, 2022). 

2. Lawyer Talks ‘Geopolitical Crossroads’ as Ivanishvili Faces Hindrances in UK, Germany, 

U.S. 

On May 11, Lawyer of Bidzina Ivanishvili, Viktor Kipiani from MKD Law made a statement saying that  

billionaire Bidzina Ivanishvili has faced “certain hindrances” in London, New York City, and Germany 

between the start of March and mid-April. He argued the obstacles have “suspiciously coincided” 

with the billionaire’s dispute with Credit Suisse, which is said to have delayed a USD 600 million 

payment to the GD founder, won in a Bermuda court settlement. 

Namely, the lawyer said Ivanishvili faced troubles in “timely and effectively” moving artworks from 

London and New York, and transporting a new helicopter from Germany to Tbilisi. 

Without giving further details on the said cases, Kipiani noted that Ivanishvili would similarly pursue 

to resolve the fresh dispute with Credit Suisse trustee, Green Vals Trust, in court. 

In the lengthy statement, the lawyer also slammed the CS trustee for delaying the payment without 

“any reasoned explanations.” (Civil.ge, May 11, 2022) 

3. GD Denies Accusing U.S. of Inching Georgia Toward War 

On May 11, Georgian Dream leaders have denied blaming the U.S. over Credit Suisse’s refusal to 

pay compensation to the ruling party’s founder, billionaire Bidzina Ivanishvili, which they claimed 

was part of a coordinated effort to drag Georgia into war against Russia. 

GD Chair Irakli Kobakhidze told reporters that “no one mentioned” the U.S. when the ruling party 

members spoke of the alleged coordinated efforts on May 10. Instead, he shot back at political 

opponents — who accused the GD of hitting out at the U.S. — claiming that “when the ruling party 

does not mention America and the opposition does, you can judge for yourself who leads an anti-

U.S. campaign.” (TV Kavkasia, May 11, 2022) 

4. U.S. Ambassador Slams GD over ‘Confusing’ Comments 

On May 11, U.S. Ambassador Kelly Degnan said she was confused by Georgian Dream Chair Irakli 

Kobakhidze’s assertion — possibly hinting at the U.S. — that the delay of Credit Suisse’s payment 

to billionaire Bidzina Ivanishvili was part of coordinated efforts from abroad to draw Georgia into 

war with Russia. 

“I think comments that have no basis in fact, that are said in a way that creates confusion in the 

public are very unhelpful,” the Ambassador told reporters. “It is the kind of disinformation that I 

think just ends up creating confusion and ultimately dividing people. 

The U.S. diplomat said she would not be able to make any further clarifications, arguing it was 

unclear what the Georgian Dream leader had referred to (Civil.ge, May 11, 2022).   

5. Georgia’s Opposition Slams Ruling Party Over ‘Threatening U.S.’ 

On May 11, Georgian opposition politicians have slammed hints and explicit accusations made by 

ruling Georgian Dream (GD) leaders and supporters that Credit Suisse’s alleged delay of USD 600 

million payment to Bidzina Ivanishvili was a coordinated foreign interference to inch Georgia toward 

war. 

https://civil.ge/archives/489794
https://civil.ge/archives/489819
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pURhJHj-7aM
https://civil.ge/archives/489960
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Per Petre Tsiskarishvili, General Secretary of the United National Movement, ruling party 

chairperson Irakli Kobakhidze’s remarks mean the Georgian Dream sees the U.S. and the EU as 

pawns of the UNM in coordination with a Swiss bank to attack Ivanishvili. 

In an interview with Mtavari Arkhi TV, pro-opposition TV channel, another UNM figure, MP Levan 

Khabeishvili spoke of the danger that the GD remarks foreshow. 

“Practically the future of our country and its citizens were used as a threat by Kobakhidze and 

Georgian Dream representatives,” he said, “that as soon as Bidzina Ivanishvili’s millions face a 

problem then you will see what we do.” 

Badri Japaridze, and General Secretary of the Lelo party dubbed the GD narratives  as an 

extension of Russian propaganda efforts. He said GD remarks serve an example of pro-Russian soft 

power aiming to plant into people’s minds that the U.S., a strategic partner, is sucking Georgia into 

war (Civil.ge, May 11, 2022). 

6. Saakashvili Transferred to Civilian Clinic 

On May 12, Former Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili, serving his sentence in Rustavi prison, 

has been transferred to medical center Vivamedi, a civilian clinic in Tbilisi, according to media 

reports (Civil.ge, May 12, 2022). 

7. Critical TV Boss Sent to Prison for 3,5 Years 

On May 16, The Tbilisi City Court today sentenced director of government-critical Mtavari Arkhi TV 

Nika Gvaramia to 3.5 years in prison for abuse of power over his managerial decisions when he ran 

Rustavi 2 TV. 

The ruling marks the first jailing of the opposition-minded TV chief in independent Georgia, which 

awaits the EU’s decision on its membership candidacy in the coming weeks (Civil.ge, May 16, 2022). 

8. British, US and EU Embassies question decision of the court on Gvaramia’s detention 

On May 16, Major embassies in Tbilisi made statements about detention of Mtavari Arkhi’s Director 

General, Nika Gvaramia. 

British Embassy 

“Disappointed at the 3.5 year prison sentence for Nika Gvaramia, General Director of Mtavari TV, 

especially in the context of Georgia’s significant decline in international press freedom rankings 

issued recently by Reporters Without Borders.  

The UK is a strong defender of media freedoms, which are essential for citizens to be able to exercise 

their democratic rights, on all sides of political debate.” 

US Embassy 

“Today’s ruling, in the cases of Gvaramia, Iashvili, and Damenia, calls into question Georgia’s 

commitment to rule of law, and further demonstrates the fundamental importance of having an 

independent, impartial judiciary in Georgia. From its inception, this case has raised questions, 

including about the timing and the charges. The disturbing pattern of selective investigations and 

prosecutions targeting those in opposition to the current government undermines the public’s 

confidence in the police, prosecution, the courts, and the government itself. Particularly at this time, 

when Georgia has an unprecedented opportunity to advance its Euro-Atlantic integration, even the 

perception of politicized prosecution is detrimental. It is the United States’ firm position that a 

healthy democracy depends on ensuring judicial independence and protecting media freedom. That 

is why we have repeatedly called for the government to undertake comprehensive reforms to 

advance these fundamental democratic principles.” 

EU Embassy 

"Mr Nika Gvaramia, the Director General of the main opposition-leaning TV channel in Georgia (and 

lawyer to former President Saakashvili), was sentenced to 3 years and 6 months’ imprisonment 

under Article 220 of the Criminal Code. The European Union does not comment on the merits of 

individual cases or of Court verdicts, but notes that questions were raised by the Public Defender in 

her amicus curae of 4 November 2019 regarding the case. This verdict comes against the backdrop 

of repeated calls by the EU to reform the judiciary, in order to instil trust and increase its 

https://civil.ge/archives/489886
https://civil.ge/archives/489996
https://civil.ge/archives/490282
https://www.facebook.com/ukingeorgia/posts/pfbid02v6EYpSAWtxmBTGQQdJ9MJaBAitnYQcYUnLe5FCHenADyTE8awyWHSjyJL5rSkF9ul
https://ge.usembassy.gov/u-s-embassy-statement-on-the-ruling-in-the-cases-of-gvaramia-iashvili-and-damenia/
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119863-carl-hartzell-on-nika-gvaramias-case-this-verdict-comes-against-the-backdrop-of-repeated-calls-by-the-eu-to-reform-the-judiciary-in-order-to-instil-trust-and-increase-its-independence
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independence - a longstanding commitment by the Georgian authorities, as part of the EU-Georgia 

Association Agreement. The EU will also be following this from the angle of media pluralism in 

Georgia," Ambassador Carl Hartzell stated. 

9. Opposition Decries ‘Political Sentence’ Against Gvaramia, GD Denies 

Mikheil Saakashvili said that Nika Gvaramia is a symbol of the struggle for freedom and courage. 

Therefore the court’s verdict is in fact a verdict handed down by the usurpers of power in Georgia 

onto themselves and this is the last stage of the regime’s rotting. 

Nika Melia, Chair of the United National Movement, the largest opposition party argued that 

Gvaramia had fallen victim to “oligarch” Bidzina Ivanishvili, the billionaire founder of the Georgian 

Dream. 

He claimed that in the fight “to justly take back a captured state, our distinguished fighters” are 

periodically unlawfully imprisoned. 

“But the aim to become a full-fledged member of the free world is so large, that for the goal it is 

worth it to sacrifice the most precious thing a person has,” the UNM chair argued. 

Strategy Aghmashenebeli chair MP Giorgi Vashadze said the charges against Gvaramia were 

“absurd” and the case was “entirely politically motivated.” 

He suggested that the Georgian Dream might be using Gvaramia’s incarceration as bargaining 

leverage with its Western partners. 

MP Vashadze argued however that the public will “in the near future see that [the GD Government] 

has completely gone off the course of Western and Euro-Atlantic integration.” 

Lelo for Georgia Published a statement where they have criticized the court decision and called it 

implementation of political orders as a dirty political tool. “The decision of the government against 

Nika Gvaramia is a direct message to establish total control over the free media. The government is 

intolerant of critical media, the government is intimidated by media pluralism. The persecution of 

political leaders continues in the country. There is a constant undermining of democratic institutions 

in the country and in many cases their abolishment.” – reads the statement 

10. Public Defender and NGOs criticize court decision about Gvaramia’s imprisonment 

Public Defender 

"The purpose of my visit is to visit a prisoner, who, according to the assessment of the Public 

Defender, has been sentenced today not in accordance with the law. The Public Defender's Office 

has studied the charges in detail. We think that there are no signs of a criminal offense in this case, 

nor could a similar dispute in the field of corporate law could have been successful on the part of 

the applicant. I therefore think that the principle of legality has been violated, as well as Article 7 of 

the Strasbourg European Convention, which states that a person cannot be tried for an act that is 

not considered a crime. We think there were no signs of guilt. 

We have seen a number of criminal cases against media owners and managers, physical assaults 

and attempts to discredit them, and today is probably the culmination when the manager of the 

most critical media outlet was convicted of a crime that is not a crime at all. I think all this serves to 

put pressure on critical media outlets that do not happen in democracies. Such facts occur in 

authoritarian countries. Today's decision says that we live not in a democracy where media freedom 

is important, but in an authoritarian country," Lomjaria said. 

GYLA 

"For me, no one is privileged, everyone is equal before the law. Equality before the law means that 

everyone should have a fair trial and everyone should be judged according to the principles 

established by the rule of law and our constitution. 

We are not saying that Nika Gvaramia is privileged and he should not be touched, we are saying 

that the state could not prove that he committed a crime. The court sentenced Nika Gvaramia in 

such a way that it could not prove his guilt and all this was done for political reasons”, said Chairman 

of GYLA Simonishvili. 

TI Georgia 

https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119860-mikheil-saakashvili-nika-gvaramias-verdict-is-in-fact-a-verdict-handed-down-by-the-usurpers-of-power-in-georgia-onto-themselves-this-is-the-last-stage-of-the-regimes-rotting-now-is-not-the-time-to-bow-down-it-is-time-to-fight
https://fb.watch/d1OVmpoLZI/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=399172065433749&ref=sharing
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119851-lelo-on-the-arrest-of-nika-gvaramia-todays-illegal-and-unjust-decision-is-a-serious-obstacle-on-the-path-of-obtaining-eu-candidate-status
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119861-nino-lomjaria-with-todays-decision-we-said-that-we-live-not-in-a-democracy-but-in-an-authoritarian-country-i-think-gvaramias-case-will-have-success-in-international-courts
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119865-gyla-chairman-the-state-could-not-prove-that-nika-gvaramia-committed-a-crime-we-saw-not-a-wrong-verdict-but-fully-defective-justice
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119845-transparency-international-georgia-the-court-fulfilled-a-political-order-by-punishing-nika-gvaramia-the-head-of-the-critical-media
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"It aims to punish Nika Gvaramia and disrupt the activities of a critical media outlet. The use of the 

justice system for media censorship and intimidation sends a clear message to other critical media 

outlets as well. This verdict is a continuation of the political persecution that has been waged against 

Government’s opponents for years. 

Two amicus curiae briefs submitted to the court by Transparency International Georgia and the 

Public Defender’s Office have both indicated that the charges were ungrounded. This is not the first 

persecution of Nika Gvaramia. He also often spoke about attempts of his bribery, intimidation, 

blackmail and surveillance of family members. 

Recent criminal cases launched against the founders or family members of critical media outlets, 

the failure to prosecute the organizers of the July 5, 2021 violence, the increasing number of cases 

of physical retaliation against journalists, and other ineffective investigations have shown that critical 

media activities have become dangerous.” 

11. Rustavi 2 owner: I call on the perpetrators to fully compensate the multimillion-dollar 

damage to the TV station - for this purpose, I will immediately file a civil lawsuit 

On May 16, Kibar Khalvashi, the owner of Rustavi 2 TV, has released a statement regarding the 

verdict against Nika Gvaramia, the founder of the Mtavari TV. 

According to Khalvashi, court's decision confirmed that the former General Director of Rustavi 2, 

Nika Gvaramia, with the consent of the then illegal owners of the TV station, intentionally caused 

financial damage to Rustavi 2 in the amount of 6.7 million GEL. 

Kibar Khalvashi seeks compensation for the alleged damage caused to the TV station and explains 

that for this purpose, based on a criminal verdict, he will immediately file a civil lawsuit in court 

(Ipn.ge, May 16, 2022). 

12. GD Chief Lumps UNM, CSOs, Gvaramia as ‘Anti-EU’ 

On May 17, Chairman of Georgian Dream, Irakli Kobakhidze said that the United National Movement 

party, local civil society organizations, imprisoned Mtavari Arkhi TV director Nika Gvaramia and 

“their foreign lobbyists are in essence anti-EU,” 

Faced with widespread allegations of politically motivated prosecution of Gvaramia, the GD claimed 

in briefing that the UNM, its “partners and lobbyists” are leading a “brazen and shameless” 

campaign over the Mtavari Arkhi TV chief’s imprisonment (Civil.ge, May 17, 2022). 

13. MEPs Say ‘Ungrounded’ TV Boss Verdict Seriously Endangers Georgia’s European 

Future 

On May 17, Eight key MEPs on EU-Georgia affairs said that “ungrounded” guilty verdict by the Tbilisi 

City Court against Mtavari Arkhi TV chief Nika Gvaramia “seriously endangers Georgia’s European 

future which demands commitments to democratic values, among others to freedom of media and 

the rule of law.” (violavoncramon.eu, May 17, 2022) 

14. Amnesty Int’l, HRW Decry Critical TV Chief’s Imprisonment 

On May 17, Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, reputed international human rights 

organizations, have decried the imprisonment of Nika Gvaramia, Mtavari Arkhi TV chief, over abuse 

of power during his tenure as the general director of Rustavi 2 TV until mid-2019 (Civil.ge, May 17, 

2022). 

 Economy and Social Affairs 

15. Economy Minister discusses investment prospects with US Export-Import Bank Vice 

Chair 

On May 10, Prospective investments in Georgian logistics, renewable energy development, business 

process outsourcing and information technology were discussed by Levan Davitashvili, the Georgian 

Economy minister, and Judith Pryor, the Vice-Chair of the Export-Import Bank of the United States.  

Trends of the Georgian economy, its “liberal business environment” and “favourable tax regulations” 

for investments in the country were highlighted by Davitashvili during the meeting, with the official 

noting his country maintained "one of the highest rates of economic growth" in the region despite 

current challenges (Agenda.ge, May 10, 2022). 

https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119854-rustavi-2-owner-i-call-on-the-perpetrators-to-fully-compensate-the-multimillion-dollar-damage-to-the-tv-station-for-this-purpose-i-will-immediately-file-a-civil-lawsuit
https://civil.ge/archives/490623
https://violavoncramon.eu/neuigkeiten/inhalt/gvaramia/
https://civil.ge/archives/490877
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1654
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16. Several Projects on Renewable Energy in Total Value of 200 MLN USD Get Approved 

at the Executive Government Meeting 

On May 10, Irakli Garibashvili, Prime Minister of Georgia approved Executive Government Meeting 

several projects have been endorsed by the Government of Georgia with an aim of developing the 

green, renewable energy in the country. They include solar, wind and hydro power projects. 

Established capacity of the projects is 150 MW, while the total investment volume is around 200 

MLN USD (gov.ge, May 10, 2022). 

17. 88 bridges, 51 tunnels being built to speed up travel over Rikoti Pass 

On May 10, Roads Department of the Ministry of Infrastructure and Regional Development 

announced that Construction works on 88 bridges and 51 tunnels are “actively underway” at the 

Rikoti Pass, a mountain section dividing Georgia into its eastern and western parts. 

The state body said the works were intended to speed up travel across the Pass, with an “almost 

doubled” traffic speed anticipated on some sections. It also revealed 16 out of 51 tunnels had 

already been drilled and three tunnels and six bridges were completed (georoads.ge, May 10, 2022). 

18. More Than 500 Infrastructure Projects Underway in Kakheti Region, Infrastructure 

Ministry Says 

On May 11, Ministry of Infrastructure said that Over 500 infrastructure projects worth 96 million GEL 

are underway in Eastern Georgia’s region of Kakheti. According to Ilia Begiashvili, the First Deputy 

Infrastructure Minister, part of the project is already underway, while tenders for others have been 

announced and some of the projects are at the selection and evaluation stage. He also noted that 

the projects are going according to the plan and no challenges have been revealed at this stage. 

The projects financed by the Government budget as well as the EU are currently underway in cities 

and towns in the municipalities of Telavi, Sighnaghi, Gurjaani, Sagareko, and Akhmeta. They include 

the arrangement of solar-powered utilities, recreational spaces, cultural venues, and more (The 

Messenger, May 12, 2022), 

19. Georgian Railway discusses prospects of Middle Corridor with Azerbaijan, Turkey, 

Kazakhstan 

On May 11, a delegation from Georgian Railway joined counterparts from Turkey, Azerbaijan and 

Kazakhstan in Ankara to discuss the project of the Middle Corridor of the Trans-Caspian 

International Transport Route, aimed to connect supply chains and logistics between China and 

Europe. At the meeting, the parties approved their 2022 Action Plan, which involves measures to 

increase the awareness of the project, and questions of service of new transit cargo, the Georgian 

railroad company said (Agenda.ge, May 11, 2022). 

20. Moody’s changed Georgia’s outlook from stable to negative 

On May 12, investors service Moody’s has changed outlook of Georgia from stable to negative but 

maintained the rating Ba2. The changes cover period before April 28 (bpn.ge, May 12, 2022). 

21. Georgia’s Foreign Trade Up 33.4% in January-April 

On May 13, National Statistics Office of Georgia released preliminary estimates of January-April 

Trade according to which Georgia’s foreign trade turnover of goods amounted to USD 5.25 billion 

between January-April 2022 – a 33.4% increase as compared to the same period last year. Exports 

grew by 32.8% to USD 1.59 billion, while imports increased by 33.7% to USD 3.67 billion. The trade 

deficit between January-April was USD 2.08 billion, amounting to 39.6% of the trade turnover 

(Geostat.ge, May 13, 2022). 

22. Georgian tourism industry “restored almost by 70%” compared to 2019 – PM 

On May 14, PM held working meeting of Economic Council and announced that Georgia’s tourism 

industry has recovered to 70 percent capacity compared to the pre-pandemic period in 2019, 

adding the country was experiencing “double-digit” growth in the economy. 

“This is the result of our thoughtful, prudent and pragmatic policy to maintain peace and long-term 

stability on the one hand, and promote economic, infrastructural, regional, and tourism 

https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81943
https://www.georoad.ge/?lang=geo&act=news&func=menu&uid=1652181955
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1670
https://www.bpn.ge/article/95125-moodys-ma-sakartvelos-reitingi-stabiluridan-negatiuramde-sheamcira/
https://www.geostat.ge/media/45046/External-Merchandise-Trade-of-Georgia-in-January-April-2022.pdf
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development on the other," Garibashvili said in comments during his tour of western regions 

(gov.ge, May 14, 2022). 

23. Georgian officials, European Free Trade Association discuss Free Trade Agreement in 

inaugural meeting 

On May 14, Georgian officials and the European Free Trade Association held the first meeting of 

their Joint Committee in Geneva to discuss the Free Trade Agreement between the two sides. 

Georgia’s Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development said Genadi Arveladze, the Deputy 

Minister, had led the meeting that saw the parties exchange information on the implementation of 

the Agreement, with particular emphasis placed on the achievement of the objectives set out in the 

chapter on trade and sustainable development. 

Views on the economic reforms implemented, bilateral trade relations between the sides and the 

prospects for their development were also discussed, in addition to developments in the field of e-

commerce and its addition to the agreement (Agenda.ge, May 14, 2022). 

24. Money transfers to Georgia up 58.8% in April 

On May 16, NBG revealed that Remittances to Georgia from abroad equaled $308.1 million in April, 

marking a 58.8 percent increase compared to the same period of last year. 

The largest remittance senders were from Russia with $132.98 million, Italy with $33.4 million,  and 

the United States with $25.02 million. (nbg.gov.ge, May 16, 2022) 

25. Q1 2022: Georgia hosts 431,300 international visitors 

On May 16, National Statistics Office of Georgia published the latest data showing that Georgia has 

hosted 431,300 international visitors in the first quarter of the year, with the figure being 4.8 times 

higher compared to the same period of 2021 

The highest number of visitors - 66,800 visitors - was registered from Turkey, amounting to 15.5 

percent of the total number of visitors and being 126.9 percent higher compared to the Q1 of 2021 

(Geostat.ge, May 16, 2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

26. Russian MP Says New S. Ossetian Leader Won’t Rush Referendum 

On May 9, Russian MP Leonid Kalashnikov, Chairman of the State Duma Committee on CIS Affairs, 

Eurasian Integration and Relations with Compatriots, has said that newly elected South Ossetian 

leader Alan Gagloev will not hurry a referendum on “reunification” with Russia. 

“As for the referendum, it remains their will. That said, I think Gagloev will wait now, unlike [outgoing 

leader Anatoly] Bibilov,” Russian state-owned TASS news agency cited Kalashnikov (tass.ru, May 9, 

2022) 

27. Putin congratulates Alan Gagloev with winning “elections” 

On May 10, web-page of Kremlin published a congratulations of President Vladimir Putin to 

“president”-elect Alan Gagloev with winning elections. 

“Dear Alan Eduardovich, 

Please accept my sincere congratulations on your election as the President of the Republic of South 

Ossetia. 

I hope that your activity in this high post will contribute to the further strengthening of relations 

between our countries, based on the principles of alliance and strategic partnership. 

Russia, for its part, will continue to provide all possible support to its South Ossetian friends in 

resolving pressing issues of socio-economic development, as well as in ensuring national security. 

I wish you success, as well as good health and prosperity.” – reads the statement (Kremlin.ru, May 

10, 2022). 

28. Inauguration of the new head of South Ossetia Gagloev is planned for May 24 - CEC 

head 

On May 11, Chairperson of South Ossetian de-facto CEC, Gagieva told to news agency RES that The 

inauguration of the leader in the elections of the President of South Ossetia, Alan Gagloev, will 

presumably take place on May 24 (Cominf.org, May 24, 2022). 

https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=82028
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1735
https://nbg.gov.ge/en/page/money-transfers
https://www.geostat.ge/media/45079/Inbound-Tourism-Statistics-%28I-Quarter%2C-2022-year%29.pdf
https://tass.ru/politika/14584585?utm_source=civil.ge&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=civil.ge&utm_referrer=civil.ge
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/letters/68374
https://cominf.org/en/node/1166543454
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29. Georgian citizen illegally sentenced by occupation forces in Tskhinvali 

On May 12, State Security Service of Georgia published the information that Georgian citizen 

Mamuka Chkhikvadze, illegally detained by the Russian occupation forces near the central Georgian 

village of Upper Nikozi on December 12, has been illegally sentenced for five years and six months 

in detention in the occupied Tskhinvali region (Agenda.ge, May 12, 2022). 

30. S. Ossetia: Russian Annexation Referendum Slated for July 17 

On May 13, incumbent President of Anatoly Bibilov has signed a decree to hold referendum on 

“joining” Russia on July 17. The occupied region’s “supreme court” green-lighted the move. 

President-elect, Alan Gagloev who is set to assume office on May 24, asserted that “as the son of 

my motherland and the president of South Ossetia elected by the nation, I fully support the idea of 

reunification of divided Ossetian nation within the united Russia.” 

“But the question is whether it is the moment in history when we should issue a decree on calling a 

referendum and forcing it to happen,” Gagloev told Tskhinvali’s RES news agency. (Presidentruo.org, 

May 13, 2022). 

Security & Foreign Policy 
31. Georgia Submits EU Questionnaire’s Second Part 

On May 10, Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili handed over to EU Ambassador Carl Hartzell the 

Georgian Government’s response to the second part of the EU membership questionnaire. 

“It’s my pleasure to submit to you the answers to the questionnaires,” PM Garibashvili told Hartzell 

while handing over the answers. 

“This will be very helpful for the European Commission to complete its work,” Hartzell said (gov.ge, 

May 10, 2022). 

32. Foreign Minister: Georgia “very much in solidarity” with Ukraine 

On May 13, FM Ilia Darchiashvili talked to Imedi TV about Georgia’s support towards Ukraine. 

"Together with our partners, we are trying our best to support Ukraine in the form of 

[international] resolutions or statements,” the Government official told the channel. 

“On the other hand, it is also important to provide humanitarian aid - and it has been implemented 

not only at the Governmental level, but also as a common public process, because in the regions, 

[with the involvement of] our self-governments, the whole of Georgia participated unanimously in 

this process,” the Minister said (Agenda.ge, May 13, 2022). 

33. Georgia Participates in U.S.-led Trojan Footprint 2022 Drills 

On May 14, U.S. Special Operations Command Europe (SOCEUR) has concluded its annual premier 

special operations forces exercise in Europe – Trojan Footprint 2022 – with Georgia participating 

for the second year. 

The exercise took place from May 3-14 and focused on improving the ability of special operations 

forces to “counter a myriad of threats,” increasing integration with conventional forces, and 

enhancing interoperability between NATO allies, according to SOCEUR (mod.gov.ge, May 14, 2022). 

34. Another Georgian Fighter Killed in Ukraine 

On May 15, Georgian Consul in Ukraine Nana Chabrava spoke with Rustavi 2 and informed that 

another Georgian fighter, Rati Shurgaia, has died as a result of injuries sustained during fighting 

near Izyum, Kharkiv Oblast in Ukraine on May 14 (Rustavi 2, May 15, 2022). 

 

 

 Georgian Officials meetings with International Partners During April 14-20 

Georgian official Location Occasion Date 

FM Ilia Darchiashvili Brussels Met with his Bulgarian Counterpart Teodora Genchovska  May 16 

PM Irakli Garibashvili Brussels Met with  European Council President Charles Michel May 17 

PM Irakli Garibashvili Brussels Met with   European Parliament President Roberta Metsola May 17 

https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1710
https://cominf.org/node/1166543504
https://cominf.org/node/1166543511
https://presidentruo.org/anatolij-bibilov-podpisal-ukaz-o-naznachenii-referenduma-respubliki-yuzhnaya-osetiya/
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=ENG&sec_id=574&info_id=81946
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1728
https://mod.gov.ge/ge/news/read/8624/saqartvelos-specialuri-operaciebis-dzalebi-saertashoriso-swavlebashi-troas-nakvalevi-2022-monawileobda-
https://rustavi2.ge/ka/news/229256

