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 Political Developments 

1. Probe Into Alleged Mass Wiretapping Ineffective, Watchdogs Say 

On May 18, Five key Georgian watchdogs criticized as “ineffective” the prosecution’s investigation into 

the 2021 leak of alleged State Security Service files detailing possible mass surveillance of the clergy, 

civil society, journalists, foreign diplomats and politicians. 

The watchdogs asserted that circumstances surrounding the probe indicated that the Prosecutor’s 

office “does not act in the interests of investigating the possible systemic crime of the State Security 

Service, and revealing and punishing the perpetrators.” 

The statement was co-signed by Georgian Democracy Initiative, Georgian Young Lawyers Association, 

Transparency International Georgia, the Social Justice Center, and Coalition for Media Advocacy 

(osgf.ge, May 18, 2022). 

2. Developments over Gvaramia’s case 

On May 18, A discussion of the sentencing of Nika Gvaramia, the founder of Mtavari Arkhi channel and 

former Director of Rustavi 2, by Tbilisi City Court was held in a meeting between the United States 

Ambassador Kelly Degnan and representatives of Georgian media outlets. 

Giorgi Gabunia, the Acting Director General of Mtavari Arkhi, said the talk had included the question 

of a release of Gvaramia from detention, and noted the media managers had “positive expectations” 

following the meeting with the US official (Agenda.ge, May 18, 2022).  

The same day, reporters and media managers of various media outlets held a rally in support of Nika 

Gvaramia, the founder of Mtavari Arkhi channel, who was sentenced to three years and six months in 

prison by Tbilisi City Court. 

One of the organisers of the rally, TV host Inga Grigolia, said with the imprisonment of Gvaramia “very 

serious developments begin for free Georgian media,” noting the “struggle” would be “very hard,” but 

“definitely end with victory” for the founder of the opposition-minded channel (Agenda.ge, May 18, 

2022). 

On May 19. Independent Georgian online media outlets Publika and Netgazeti, and the Georgian 

Alliance of Regional Broadcasters, uniting dozens of regional media outlets, labeled the prison 

sentence for Nika Gvaramia, government-critical Mtavari Arkhi TV chief, as “a politically motivated” 

move that threatens independent and critical media. 

Netgazeti, alongside their Batumi-based partner Batumelebi, on May 16 dubbed Gvaramia’s 

imprisonment “particularly alarming” and a threat to every journalist and media that does not “obey 

the censorship of the government and criticizes its activities…” (Civil.ge, May 19, 2022) 

On May 24, Reporters Without Borders (RSF), a Paris-based watchdog, called for an independent and 

immediate review of the “unprecedented and probably politically motivated conviction” of Nika 

Gvaramia, director general of government-critical Mtavari Arkhi TV. 

Head of RSF’s Eastern Europe and Central Asia desk, Jeanne Cavelier stressed that “the severity of the 

verdict and sentence in a case with such a dubious basis suggests that it was politically motivated with 

the aim of weakening an opposition media outlet.” 

The watchdog also recalled that Gvaramia pans to appeal the Tbilisi City Court’s ruling that found him 

guilty of abusing power at his previous post as the director general of Rustavi 2 TV, costing the 

company financial losses (RFS.org, May 24, 2022). 

3. GD Chair Claims Opposition Campaigns Against Georgia’s EU Candidacy 

On May 23, Ruling Georgian Dream party chairperson Irakli Kobakhidze claimed that the opposition 

parties are “agitating against Georgia receiving the EU membership candidate status.” 

“Georgia is ahead of Ukraine and Moldova by every parameter,” the ruling party leader argued in a 

press briefing today. “Therefore, the only thing left is for the EU to make a political decision.” 

The GD chair further claimed that “only those who want unrest in Georgia and for our country to join 

the war can oppose Georgia receiving the status of an EU membership candidate.” 

https://osgf.ge/prokuraturis-gamodzieba-e-w-mosmenebis-saqmeze-efeqtianad-ar-mimdinareobs/
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1800
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1813
https://civil.ge/archives/491276
https://rsf.org/en/georgia-rsf-seeks-review-opposition-tv-chief%E2%80%99s-conviction-jail-sentence
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“We call on the radical opposition to put aside its vicious, biased political intentions at least once and 

stop the agitprop against Georgia, he added (GD.ge, May 23, 2022). 

4. Vivamedi clinic on Mikheil Saakashvili's health condition 

On May 24, clinic Vivamedi publicized the information about Mikheil Saakashvili’s health condition. 
According to the information provided by the clinic, Mikheil Saakashvili's health condition did not 

deteriorate during the patient's stay in the hospital. 

According to Vivamedi, the laboratory data is stable in dynamics, the changes seen on magnetic 

resonance imaging are older and are not related to the current condition of the patient and do not 

require active medical intervention and it is recommended to observe the dynamics. 

According to the statement, the information often voiced in the media that the clinic Vivamedi is not 

able to diagnose and manage the patient properly - is absurd and offensive (ipn.ge, May 24, 2022). 

5. 40 employees dismissed from National Museum 

On May 24, Trade Union of science, education and culture announced that since the appointment of 

Thea Tsulukiani on the post of Minister of Culture, 40 employees were dismissed. The decision was 

made based on the restructuration of the institution, but many workers have been involved in very 

important researches, including the chairman of the trade union. The organization thinks that the 

decision by the minister was illegally, transparency and accountability was not protected during this 

process. The trade union is planning to organize a meeting and fight for the injustice as the statement 

says (netgazeti.ge, May 24, 2022). 

 Economy and Social Affairs 

6. Romania, Bulgaria, Russia largest fuel importers for Georgia in January-April 

On May 17, Georgian National Competition agency published an interim report on fuel imports in 

Georgia. In the first four months of the year, the largest volume of fuel in Georgia was imported from 

Romania with 31.2 percent of the share, followed by Bulgaria with 24.1 percent and Russia with 17.8 

percent. 

The report also found the cost of fuel imported from Russia was on average ₾0.3-0.6 lower compared 

to that imported from European countries, noting in the case of large companies on the retail market 

the latter was available at an “identical price” to European-originated fuel (gnca.gov.ge, May 18, 2022). 

7. Georgian unemployment up 2.1% in 2021, largest increase observed in capital 

On May 18, National Statistics Office published a data according to which, unemployment rate in 

Georgia increased by 2.1 percent in 2021 compared to the previous year and reached 20.6 percent 

across the country. The biggest rise in the unemployment rate was observed in Tbilisi, Samtskhe-

Javakheti and Imereti regions. The highest rate of unemployment was observed in the 15-19 age group 

(52.2 percent), while the indicator has traditionally been lowest in the 65+ age group (6 percent) due 

to the “low activity” of the population in this age group, according to Geostat (geostat.ge, May 18, 

2022)). 

8. Georgian total exports up 32.8% in January-April 

On May 19, National Statistic Office of Georgia reported that Georgia has exported locally produced 

goods worth $1.58 billion between January-April, which is a 32.8 percent increase year-on-year. 

Geostat said local exports in the country had accounted for 76.1 percent of total exports in the 

reporting period, amounting to $1.27 billion, 37.1 percent higher compared to the same period of 

2021. 

Georgia’s top total trading (export-import) partners were: 

 China - $277.2 million 

 Russia - $138.3 million 

 Bulgaria -$128.8 million (geostat.ge, May 19, 2022) 

9. Borjomi mineral water company offers to transfer shares to Gov't 

https://gd.ge/show-news/1607/%E2%80%9E%E1%83%A5%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%97%E1%83%A3%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-%E1%83%9D%E1%83%AA%E1%83%9C%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1%E2%80%9C-%E1%83%97%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%9B%E1%83%AF%E1%83%93%E1%83%9D%E1%83%9B%E1%83%90%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%90%E1%83%99%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98-%E1%83%99%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%90%E1%83%AE%E1%83%98%E1%83%AB%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%92%E1%83%90%E1%83%9C%E1%83%AA%E1%83%AE%E1%83%90%E1%83%93%E1%83%94%E1%83%91%E1%83%90?lang=ge
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119996-vivamedi-clinic-spreads-information-about-mikheil-saakashvilis-health-condition
https://netgazeti.ge/news/612277/
https://gnca.gov.ge/media/press-releases/249
https://www.geostat.ge/media/45151/Indicators-of-the-Labour-Force-%28Employment-and-Unemployment%29---2021.pdf
https://www.geostat.ge/media/45201/The-domestic-exports-in-January-April-2022.pdf
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On May 19, Under sanctions owner of IDS Borjomi, the Georgian company producing and exporting 

the Borjomi mineral water, announced it had submitted a formal proposal to transfer a part of its shares 

to the Government of Georgia for free.  

The company said that the move would enable the Government to participate in the management of 

the company following “interruptions” to its business since the Russian invasion of Ukraine that started 

in February (Agenda.ge, May 19, 2022). 

10. 1,200 infrastructure projects worth 132m GEL underway in western Georgia's Imereti 

region 

On May 19, Ministry of Infrastructure and Regional Development reported that s total of 1,200 

infrastructure projects worth 132 million GEL (about $44.75m/€42.50m) are underway in western 

Georgia's Imereti region (Agenda.ge, May 19, 2022). 

11. President Zourabichvili Nominates Natia Turnava in the Board of the National Bank  

On May 24, it was announced that former Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development, Natia 

Turnava (2019-2021) will take the vacant post in the Board of National Bank of Georgia. 

"Today, this institution is facing new global challenges and innovations. I think my professional 

experience and thorough knowledge of the Georgian economy will help me to make a positive 

contribution to the functioning of the National Bank, which has a correct and flexible policy to ensure 

financial stability in the country," said Natia Turnava (Ipn.ge, May 24, 2022). 

 Occupied Territories 

12. Kremlin Comments on S. Ossetian Annexation Referendum 

On July 17, Russia’s TASS news agency cited Kremlin’s spokesperson Dmitry Poskov as saying that 

Moscow currently is pursuing no works over the South Ossetian annexation. 

Peskov reportedly said the referendum on the annexation in Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia, slated 

for July 17 by outgoing leader Anatoly Bibilov, “is really a reflection of the general mood and attitude 

of the residents of the republic, and the previous head of this republic.” 

“At the moment, however, as regards Russia, there is no action being taken in this case,” the Kremlin 

spokesperson said. 

Asked whether the Kremlin considers such a referendum appropriate in the current situation, Peskov 

responded that “it is primarily a question of the residents of the republic, the current leadership of the 

republic, and here we should rather be guided by their point of view.” (Tass.ru, May 17, 2022) 

13. Abashidze, Karasin Discuss S. Ossetia Referendum 

On May 19, Grigory Karasin, Russian interlocutor for Georgian Prime Minister’s special representative 

for Russia, Zurab Abashidze, has said he discussed with Tbilisi the upcoming South Ossetian 

referendum. 

“We discussed briefly,” Russian TASS news agency quoted Karasin as saying at the margins of 

International Economic Summit Russia-Islamic World: Kazan Summit 2022. 

“This is one of the topics of concern for our Georgian partners, we are following it closely,” Karasin 

added. 

Zurab Abashidze said that he had informed Moscow about Tbilisi’s negative attitude towards the 

referendum in South Ossetia, which seeks Russian annexation (Civil.ge, May 19, 2022). 

14. Russian Deputy FM on S. Ossetian Referendum 

On May 19, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Andrey Rudenko has said the decision on the annexation 

of Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia will require considering multiple factors. 

“The issue of unification will require the participation of the two sides. We will first look at how South 

Ossetian citizens will vote in the referendum,” noted Rudenko, who presented today dual Moscow-

Tskhinvali citizenship deal for ratification to the State Duma. 

“There is a whole set of factors to take into account, including the current geopolitical situation, the 

timeliness and expediency of the decision right today,” he said (Interfax.ru, May 19, 2022). 

15. State Duma Ratifies Tskhinvali Dual Citizenship Deal 

https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1828
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1825
https://www.interpressnews.ge/en/article/119992-natia-turnava-i-think-my-professional-experience-and-knowledge-will-help-me-to-make-a-positive-contribution-to-the-activities-of-the-national-bank
https://tass.ru/politika/14652145
https://civil.ge/archives/491273
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/841727
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On May 19, Russia’s State Duma ratified the agreement on simplifying dual citizenship with occupied 

Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia. The document now goes to President Vladimir Putin for his final 

signature. 

Georgia sees the deal as Russia’s “continuation of the policy of unlawful occupation and de-facto 

annexation.” 

The agreement allows South Ossetians to obtain Russian citizenship without giving up their passports. 

The Russian citizens will likewise enjoy the same opportunity to apply for Tskhinvali papers 

(duma.gov.ru, May 19, 2022). 

16. Gov’t to continue “national, pragmatic and peaceful” policy to ensure reconciliation with 

Ossetians, Abkhazians – PM 

On May 21, Prime Minister Garibashvili told reporters in the central Georgian city of Gori said that the 
Government “must be able” to ensure reconciliation with Ossetians and Abkhazians through a 

“national, pragmatic and peaceful” policy (Agenda.ge, May 22, 2022). 

17. New Tskhinvali Leader Inaugurated 

On May 24, Alan Gagloev, the 41-year-old leader of the Nykhas party and former security officer, was 

inaugurated as the new leader of the Russian-occupied Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia. 

In his address to the ceremony at a drama theater in Tskhinvali, the new leader gave the oath to work 

toward “observance of the law, respect freedom and human rights and the universal equality of 

citizens,” the local RES news agency reported. 

Gagloev also pledged to make efforts for increasing budgetary revenues, tend to social problems and 

grow the economy, tasks he said can be achieved through joint efforts with Russia (cominf.org, May 24, 

2022). 

18. Kremlin Finds Fault With Tskhinvali Referendum Question 

On May 24, Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov talked about planned referendum in South Ossetia 

saying that no steps have been taken in this case from the Russian side in this regard and are not 

planned. 

When commenting on the idea of holding such a referendum, Peskov said that "if we are serious about 

it, then we need to finalize this issue legally." "If we understand correctly, from a legal point of view, 

the question for the referendum is formulated as the unification of the Republic of South Ossetia and 

Russia. If we analyze the wording, it suggests that we are talking about the creation of some third state, 

which of course is impossible. So we need to think a little bit about the wording from a legal point of 

view," the Kremlin spokesman said (tass.com, May 24, 2022). 

Security & Foreign Policy 
19. Draft EU-Georgia Association Agenda Stresses Need for ‘Ambitious’ Reforms 

On May 24, The European Union Delegation in Georgia said that the document EU-Georgia Association 

Agenda has already been “agreed” by parties and awaits formal adoption. 

The European Commission’s draft EU-Georgia Association Agenda says that advancing Georgia’s 

“democratic and rule of law agenda through ambitious political, judicial and anti-corruption reforms in 

a broad and inclusive process will be central” to cooperation in 2021-2027. 

Overall, the lengthy draft builds on the previous, 2017-2020, Association Agenda and outlines key 

objectives of political association and economic integration between the two parties. The document 

sets out short and medium-term priorities in the areas of the judiciary, human rights, economy, the 

environment, among others. 

The document pledges the EU’s support to Georgia to implement the objectives and priorities, but 

stresses that “EU assistance is bound to jointly agreed strict conditionalities related to the progress on 

reform.” (Europa.eu, May 16, 2022) 

20. NATO Chief to Host Georgia PM, After Reported Cancelation 

http://duma.gov.ru/news/54322/
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2022/1863
https://cominf.org/node/1166543687
https://tass.com/politics/1455097
https://www.facebook.com/europeanunioningeorgia/posts/pfbid02NJzQCA9NGf3Rj4LB1hPauJg2XMb3W6q28ixuHuFu3AxYsRkNSv31C1TN3UyF4DoTl
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52022PC0103
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On May 18, The meeting between NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg and Georgian Prime 

Minister Irakli Garibashvili has been set again, after the Alliance’s press office initially reported earlier 

in the day that the arrangement had been canceled. 

The NATO press office has not disclosed any details as to why the Secretary General’s reception of the 

Georgian PM was canceled initially. The Georgian Government has not commented on the matter 

either. 

Following the reported cancelation, Parliamentary Foreign Relations Committee Chair Nikoloz 

Samkharadze had claimed that the meeting between the Georgian PM and Secretary General 

Stoltenberg was postponed because the NATO chief had fallen ill. 

Finally, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg hosted Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili at 

his residence to discuss the Euro-Atlantic aspirations of Tbilisi and Russia’s war against Ukraine, the 

Georgian Government Administration reported. 

The two officials expressed their hopes that Georgia’s progress on reforms for integration with NATO 

and its aspirations will be appropriately reflected in subsequent decisions of the Alliance, through 

political support and scaled-up practical opportunities, the press release said. (nato.int, May 18, 2022). 

21. Georgian Vice PM Lambasts MEPs, Former U.S. Envoy 

On May 19, Georgia’s Vice Prime Minister, Minister of Culture Tea Tsulukiani has slammed several 

respected international Georgia-watchers, including MEPs Viola von Cramon-Taubadel and Anna 

Fotyga, and former U.S. Ambassador to Georgia Ian Kelly as “foreign Natsis” (a derogatory term by 

Georgian Dream to designate the United National Movement members and supporters) wishing to 

overturn the GD government. 

“This is a small group of foreigners, among them I mean for instance German politician Ms. Viola von 

Cramon, who almost turned into a Georgian politician,” noted Minister Tsulukiani (Imedi TV, May 19, 

2022). 

22. MEP Strikes Back, Roasts Georgian Culture Minister 

On May 19, MEP Viola von Cramon has responded to Georgian Vice Prime Minister/Culture Minister 

Tea Tsulukiani in a starkly-worked Twitter thread, slamming her over “tasteless” and “baseless” attacks. 

The MEP, a lead Member of the European Parliament’s Democracy Support and Election Coordination 

Group for Georgia, said the Georgian Dream’s “disinformation is reaching the Kremlin’s level.” 

“GD is not Georgia, criticizing GD is not the same as criticizing [Georgia],” she noted, adding that “this 

is why I call myself a Friend of Georgia.” (Civil.ge, May 19, 2022). 

23. Georgia, U.S. Sign Concept for Executing New Defense Initiative 

On May 20, Georgia and US have signed a Bilateral Concept document to guide the execution of the 

Georgia Defense and Deterrence Enhancement Initiative (GDDEI), the key framework for security 

cooperation between the countries. 

The new document was signed during the annual U.S.-Georgia Bilateral Defense Consultations in Tbilisi, 

by First Deputy Georgian Defense Minister Lela Chikovani and Laura Cooper, the U.S. Deputy Assistant 

Secretary of Defense for Russia, Ukraine, and Eurasia (Mod.gov.ge, May 20, 2022). 

24. U.S. Urges Georgia to ‘Take All Possible Steps to Support Ukraine’ 

On May 23, Georgian media publicized a letter from US State Secretary Blinken congratulating 

Georgian Foreign Minister on the appointment. 

“During our 30-year relationship, the United States and Georgia have worked side by side in support 

of global security, including in Afghanistan and at the United Nations. We commend Georgia’s 

leadership on the global and regional stage over the years, particularly in the face of Kremlin 

aggression. 

The United States condemns Russia’s ongoing occupation of Georgia and will continue to firmly 

support Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally recognized borders. 

https://www.facebook.com/TVFormula/videos/352847943579999/
https://www.gov.ge/index.php?lang_id=GEO&sec_id=573&info_id=82063
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_195400.htm
https://www.imedi.ge/ge/video/97779/interviu-tea-tsulukiantan
https://civil.ge/archives/491503
https://mod.gov.ge/ge/news/read/8632/saqartvelosa-da-ashsh-s-shoris-tavdacvis-sferoshi-ormxrivi-konsultaciebi-gaimarta?fbclid=IwAR2Nr7JGItn146t8MaHQu8esjFTFFiPQAo28BIl5HNzTiwpPRWtgsoU5CaY
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Meanwhile, as the entire world responds to Russia’s brutal and unprovoked war against Ukraine, I urge 

the Georgian government to take all possible steps to support Ukraine and to hold the Russian 

Federation accountable for its war crimes,” the statement reads (1TV, May 23, 2022). 

25. Duma Includes Georgia in the list of Countries Hostile to Russian Media 

On May 23, According to the head of the special commission of the Russian Duma Vasily Piskariov, 

Georgia is among the leading countries in terms of discrimination against the Russian media. Piskariov 

is the head of the State Duma Commission investigating foreign interference in Russia’s internal affairs. 

According to him, the analysis of the last 5 years has shown that the most aggressive are the Russian 

media: Latvia, Ukraine, and France, but the list also includes Moldova, Poland, Lithuania, USA, UK, 

Georgia, Germany, Canada, Estonia, Romania (The Messenger, May 24, 2022). 

 

 Georgian Officials meetings with International Partners During April 14-20 

Georgian official Location Occasion Date 

PM Garibashvili Brussels Met with Top EU Representatives: Josep Borrel, Oliver Varhelyi and 

NATO GENSEC Stoltenberg 

May 18 

Chief of Defense 

Forces MG Giorgi 

Matiashvili 

Brussels attended the European Union Military Committee meeting convened at 

the level of EU Chiefs of Defense 

May 18 

U.S. State 

Department 

Counselor Derek 

Chollet 

Tbilisi During his visit to Georgia, Derek Chollet met with the representatives 

of Government, Opposition and CSO leaders 

May 19 

FM Darchiashvili Italy Attended CoE Ministerial May 20 

FM Darchiashvili Italy Met his German counterpart May 20 

FM Darchiashvili Italy Met his Austrian counterpart May 20 

Opposition Leaders Brussels Representatives of Lelo and For Georgia visited Brussels to discuss 

granting EU candidate status to Georgia 

May 17-

21 

PM Garibashvili Davos Met the  President of the Japan International Cooperation Agency May 23 

PM Garibashvili Davos Met Yasushi Kinoshita, Chairman of Development Bank of Japan May 24 

PM Garibashvili Davos Met  Helga Maria Schmid, OSCE Secretary General May 24 

PM Garibashvili Davos Met  Andrej Plenković, Prime Minister of Croatia May 24 

PM Garibashvili Davos Met  Natalia Gavrilița, Prime Minister of Moldova May 24 

PM Garibashvili Davos Met  Gitanas Nausėda, President of Lietuva May 24 

https://1tv.ge/lang/en/news/secretary-blinken-us-remains-steadfastly-committed-to-our-strategic-partnership-with-georgia/?fbclid=IwAR31L6haY2Z6oAVElM13M8gz9K1qnPjzqTni1vYjAlpVaJYejv4bFvUsfGw

